Edsel Ford High School
 STUDENT COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Title:
U.S. History
Instructor:   Mr. Kotsogiannis

Classroom: B-13
E-Mail: kotsogp@dearbornschools.org
Website: http://pkotsogiannis.weebly.com/
Course Description – This course covers the history of the United States from 1890 to the end of the Second World War.  It traces patterns of American power over the first half of the twentieth century, and considers both foreign policy and domestic affairs.  Themes that will receive particular attention include:  the definition and development of American democracy; social and political movements; the consequences of the rapid industrialization of U.S. society, culture and politics; the rise of the U.S. as a global power; and the political and intellectual forces that shaped Modern America.

Units:
	Unit I
	Unit II
	Unit III

	Modern America Emerges 1890-1920 

A.  The Progressive Era 1890-1920 

1. The Origins of Progressivism

2. Women in Public Life

3. Teddy Roosevelt’s Square Deal

B. America Claims and Empire 1890-1920 

1. Imperialism and America

2. The Spanish-American War

3. Acquiring New Lands

4. America as a World Power

C. The First World War 1914-1920 
1. World War I Begins

2. American Power Tips the Balance

3. The War at Home

4. Wilson Fights for Peace
	The 1920’s and the Great Depression 1920 -1940 
A.  Politics of the Roaring Twenties 1920-1929 

1.  Americans Struggle with Postwar Issues

2.  The Harding Presidency

3.  The Business of America

B.  The Roaring Life of the 1920’s 1920-1929 
1.  Changing Ways of Life

2.  The Twenties Woman

3.  Education and Popular Culture

4.  The Harlem Renaissance

C.  The Great Depression Begins 1929-1933 

1.  The Nation’s Sick Economy

2.  Hardship and Suffering During the Depression

3.  Hoover Struggles with the Depression

D.  The New Deal 1933-1940 
1.  A New Deal Fights the Depression

2.  The Second New Deal Takes Hold

3.  The New Deal Affects Many Groups

4.  Culture in the 1930’s

5.  The Impact of the New Deal
	II.  World War II and Its Aftermath 

A.  World War Looms 1931- 1941 
1.  Dictators Threaten World Peace

2.  War in Europe

3.  The Holocaust

4.  America Moves Toward War

B.  The United States in World War II  1941-1945 
1.  Mobilizing for Defense

2.  The War for Europe and North Africa

3.  The War in the Pacific

4.  The Home Front



Classroom Rules:

· Be on time.  When the bell rings you should be in your seat.

· Be prepared. Always have your binder, pen, pencil, paper, and text.

· Participate. Express your thoughts and opinions and ask questions.

· Be respectful. Listen to others, speak when it is appropriate and treat yourself and those around you with respect.  Your personal honor, pride, and integrity are valuable things.

· Develop a Growth Mindset. Push yourself and stretch the boundaries of your mind.

Attendance: 

· Edsel Ford High School attendance policy will be enforced.
Course Grade: 
· You and your parent/guardian(s) have access to your grades online via MISTAR. Grades will be updated periodically.
· Keep your old assignments until you have received a progress report or report card.  This will eliminate any confusion regarding your grade.  
· All assignments and assessments will be evaluated in regards to the Standards Based Grading system, which is outlined below:  
Standards Based Scoring

	4

(Advanced)
	The student demonstrates a thorough understanding as evidenced by doing something substantial with the content beyond merely echoing it.  It’s the masterful student who can break content into its component pieces, explain it and alternative perspectives regarding it clearly to others, and use it purposefully in new situations.

	3

(Proficient)
	The student regularly meets the content standard. The student, with limited errors and assistance, grasps and applies the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level.

	2

(Developing)
	The student occasionally meets the content standards.  The student grasps the key concepts and skills for the grade level but produces work that contains errors.

	1

(Beginning)
	The student is beginning to meet the content standards or the student is not meeting the content standards. The student is beginning to grasp and apply the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level but produces work that contains many errors.


Your final grade for each marking period is based on whether or not you met the learning targets during that marking period. Consequently, the letter grade for your report card is assigned using the following scale:

	Range
	Resulting Letter Grade

	100-93
	A

	92-90
	A-

	89-88
	B+

	87-83
	B

	82-80
	B-

	79-78
	C+

	77-73
	C

	72-70
	C-

	69-68
	D+

	67-63
	D

	62-60
	D-

	59 or below
	E


Remediation Policy:

· Each student has the opportunity (and is encouraged) to earn the maximum of 4 points on every assessment given. If a student is unsatisfied with the initial grade he or she earned, a remediation plan can be developed by the student to improve that score. 

· A plan outline can be found on my website (http://pkotsogiannis.weebly.com/).

· After the plan has been approved by Mr. Kotsogiannis, the student will complete the action for improvement. 

· Only after the action has been completed by the student, will he or she be eligible for re-evaluation. 

· This process can be repeated until the student demonstrates “Advanced” understanding (earning a score of 4.) 

Organization- Organization is essential to your success in the class, as in life. We will institute the following policies to help you stay organized. 

· Binder or Folder/Composite Notebook- It is important to keep both a composite notebook and wither a binder or folder. You will write a lot. You will read a lot. You will get many handouts and you will complete many assignments. 

· Make-up work- If you are absent or you lose an assignment, YOU are responsible for the work. The classroom website will be updated regularly with important documents and forms. Utilize this and print out material that you may be missing. We will also have an in-class organizer of recent assignments and handouts. If you are absent, please use this to pick up work that you may have missed.   

Technology- Technology is an excellent source that enhances the classroom experience; we will use it frequently in a variety of ways: 

· Cell phones- We will make use of these periodically. Please keep in mind that there will be designated time in which they can be out of your pocket and in use. Pay attention to the cell phone sign on the board. If you violate this policy, your phone will be taken. 

· Class website- This will be updated frequently, and used in class for a variety of activities. Make sure that that you are familiar with it and you check it regularly. 
IMPORTANT POLICIES TO NOTE

	The Core Values of honesty, integrity, respect and courtesy will be an integral part of class   expectations and conduct.  These qualities are to be part of teacher and student behavior in this classroom.




