Weekly Current Events Assignment
Purpose: 
Because you are starting to become an aware citizen, and because you are my student, I require that you start reading, listening to, watching, viewing, etc. balanced news about government and politics.  That means you will now start a regular regimen of reading a newspaper’s front section (Detroit News/Free Press), listening to quality news radio (NPR/WWJ 950), watching quality television news (PBS), and reading news magazines (Newsweek/Time).  Of course, you can just get the online versions of all these if you prefer.  I suggest you give non-commercial radio and television news a go (NPR, PBS, etc.)  In addition to the news, you’ll need to pay attention to opinions about events and issues by becoming a regular editorial reader/viewer (Op-Ed).  
A good citizen of a functioning democracy does all this daily, and so will you!
DAILY, you say?!  It isn’t hard.  For example, on your morning commute to school, tune your car radio to WUOM (91.7) to get NPR.  Of course, you could do this on the way home, to bff, gf, bf’s house, etc.  If you like to watch TV, set aside a little time to watch “The Newshour on PBS” live (WTVS/Channel 56 at 6:00pm), or of course watch it online (pbs.org).  
Of course, you can set up your computer to get the news you want for you.  Download an RSS Reader or join a free online RSS Aggregator site and get your news in simple text form and become an efficient news consumer – you’ll be shocked at how much time RSS saves you.

What do you have to do?

CHOOSE an EVENT and an EDITORIAL each WEEK
You will follow the events surrounding our democratic system by collecting news accounts of current events and issues.  On the first occurrence of your block each week you will find and bring to class:
1. a news story that covers American politics: significant events include, but are not limited to: activities of the Presidency, Congress, and/or the Judiciary; civil rights; foreign policy; economic policy; issues of social, education or environmental policy; civil liberties; inter-state or regional politics; and social issues.  The event you choose must be current – the original published date of the news account must be within 72 hours of the date you bring it to class.
2. an editorial or political cartoon of a news event, the government, or a current issue: (see above for types of events to cover) these can be taken from standard Op-Ed sections of newspapers or from news magazines or radio editorials or internet blogs.  The original published date of your editorial must be within the prior 7 days.
3. From the stories you use, list 2 vocabulary terms (one per story) (Typed, not handwritten). The terms should be new to you OR ones you may have heard before but were unsure of their meaning. For each of the words you should include:
a. The word or phrase.
b. A definition- look them up.

c. How it was used in the article or story, i.e. write out the sentence it was used in. If it is taken from TV or radio paraphrase the statement to the best of your ability.
Here is an example of what I expect:
Third Party Bid- A third party bid is when somebody is thinking about abandoning the two major political parties and running as a candidate of another party. 

"All the while, some of John McCain’s closest advisors floated that he, indeed, was mulling a third party bid."  Spotlight on McCain… With Denials, Senator Fuels Talk of a Third-Party Bid for President” New York Times, Page 22, June 3, 2001.

Bring the news story and the editorial/cartoon to class.  Do some research of the background for each to help you understand all the aspects, then write a “one-pager” for each.  Your two one-page write-ups will include the following elements:
· Background information needed to understand your news story and editorial
· Short summary of the significant points
· Your own analysis of the content and context

· A short editorial comment
In class, you will be put into a “Current Events Group” to discuss what you’ve brought so be sure you’ve done enough research and analysis that you can provide a 1-2 minute presentation on your news item and editorial.
A WORD ABOUT SOURCES
You must gather your events and editorials from credible sources.  With the proliferation of internet news, cable talk shows and the blogosphere, it is becoming increasingly difficult to understand what is credible.  Be careful!  Research your source by checking if it has been published in other sources.  Sometimes one source may have “the scoop” but if you don’t find it anywhere else, that may mean it isn’t really a credible story.

Credible sources include, but are not limited to: major newspapers and their websites (The Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times), major news magazines and their websites (U.S. News and World Report, Newsweek, Time, The Economist), news radio (National Public Radio, avoid “talk radio”), national television news (CNN, C-SPAN, The Newshour with Jim Lehrer on PBS, any of the major television news networks), major television news programs (The McLaughlin Group, Washington Week in Review, Hardball, etc.), and internet news sources (BBC News, .coms, DemocracyNow.org, realclearpolitics.com, the responsible Blogosphere – be careful here).  
A word about television “infotainment”: I enjoy The Daily Show as much as anyone, but Jon Stewart himself says nobody should rely on his program for news – don’t.  Same thing goes for Colbert, Olberman, O’Reilly, etc.  For current events, use a real new source.  For editorials, use a serious source, not a comedian or an entertainer posing as a serious person.
