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THE RENAISSANCE
The term "renaissance" ("rebirth" in French) was introduced by Giorgio Vasari (1511-1574), an Italian art historian who wrote of the rebirth of art in Italy during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The concept of the Renaissance was then applied more broadly to describe a dramatic rebirth of civilization in Western Europe. This view of the Renaissance involves two erroneous concepts. First, there is the idea that the Middle Ages had few cultural accomplishments to their credit. Second, there is the idea that, sometime around 1350, a sudden rebirth of literature, art, and scholarship began in Italy.

These views overlook the accomplishments of medieval European civilization, especially those of the High Middle Ages from about l000 to 1300. During this period, Romanesque and Gothic architecture emerged, the first universities were established, and scholastic philosophy developed.

What occurred in Italy beginning in thefourteenth century was not, therefore, a sudden rebirth but rather a continuation of what had been underway for several centuries, although there were some significant shifts in emphases. Above all, the Italian Renaissance involved an intensification of interest in the classical civilizations of ancient Greece and Rome, especially in classical literature, thought, art, and architecture. In addition, the Italian Renaissance brought an intensification of the secular spirit in Western European civilization. This meant an increasing concern with the things of this world rather than with eternity and a new emphasis on the individual and individual accomplishment.

How distinctive was the Renaissance as a period in European history? The Italian Renaissance, many historians agree, was not a complete break with the outlook and institutions of the Middle Ages; rather, it was an artistic and intellectual transformation of an urban elite, characterized by rationalism, secularism, individualism, and humanism. A wealthy merchant and banking class enriched by trade and commerce in the cities of Genoa, Milan, and Florence patronized the arts and education. Ruling dynastic families such as the Medicis in Florence and the Sforzas in Milan with their condottieri, or mercenary soldiers, defeated their rivals and promoted the signs of their wealth. Building extensive libraries and commissioning artistic masterpieces from Michelangelo and Benvenuto Cellini (1500-1571), among others these rulers competed with the growing material power of the Catholic church in influence and prestige.

Italy's geographical location as the crossroads of the Mediterranean trade,with abundant seaports where travelers mixed and profits mounted, helps to explain the cultural expansion. But Italy was also the home of the ancient Romans, and relics of Greco-Roman antiquities abounded to inspire imitation. Humanists revered the ancient classical authors like Plato and Socrates and developed educational programs based on their study. According to Castiglione (The Courtier, 1528), the court gentleman must be widely educated to paint, sing,wrestle, ride, converse in many languages, speak eloquently, and write skillfully.

Political Theory
In the realm of political theory, Machiavelli (The Prince 1513), revolutionized the science with his pragmatic prescriptions for obtaining and maintaining power. Since men are naturally selfish and corrupt, Machiavelli wrote, the prince must be as cunning as a fox and as ferocious as a lion in his dealings with them. He must be able to manipulate men's emotions and feelings, understanding that it is better to be feared than loved by his people. Christian teachings were irrelevant in the prince's pursuit of power. Political ends justified whatever means, however brutal, the prince employed.

Realism in Art
An artistic breakthrough to realism is found in the works of Michelangelo, da Vinci, Raphael, and Botticelli that illustrate the ways in which Christian and Greco-Roman themes converge. Michelangelo's David conveys the Greek ideal of beauty with its classical proportions, anatomical perfection, and glorification of the human body. The biblical David is portrayed as an independent moral agent who embodies reason and free will, and exhibits virtu, the striving for personal excellence. The Medicis placed the statue before the city hall in Florence as a symbolic defender of the republic. To the humanists, republican government was a superior form because it invited the participation of citizens in the dialogue of governing on which human progress depended.

Literary Criticism
The humanists studied the Latin classics and literary culture of the ancient world with deep interest. A famous humanist was Lorenzo Valla (1407-1457), who used historical criticism to discredit an eighth-century document giving the pope Italy and the entire Western empire. Analyzing the language in the document, he proved that it could not have been written in the fourth century and was, in fact, forged in the eighth century.

NORTHERN RENAISSANCE
Growing prosperity and the printing press carried Renaissance culture to northern and Western Europe, to England and the Low Countries (now Belgium and Holland). The Christian humanists Erasmus (In Prise of Folly, 1509) and Thomas More (Utopia, 1516) were advocates for the deeply religious character that distinguished the northern Renaissance fro
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THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION 
AND THE CATHOLIC COUNTER REFORMATION
The Protestant Reformation inaugurated an era of bitter and often violent religious conflict. Catholics fought against Protestants, while the Protestant groups contended against one another. While the Reformation involved primarily religious issues, it paradoxically helped to promote the growth of secularism in Western European civilization since, in Protestant lands especially, the church came increasingly under the control of the state.

 

LUTHERANISM
Criticism of abusive practices of the Catholic church, such as simony, nepotism, and pluralism, mounted in the sixteenth century. But it was the specific practice of selling indulgences (sold by Tetzel), papal pardons for sins, that aroused the wrath of Martin Luther (1483-1546) and led to the religious split in western Christendom. In 1517, Martin Luther, a German priest, posted his ninety-five theses, or principles, on the church door at Wittenberg castle, near the university where he lectured. His attack centered on the doctrine that faith alone, not good works (which included the purchase of indulgences) ensured salvation. He also believed that final authority on debatable religious issues lay in the word of God, as revealed in the Bible and as interpreted by the individual. Luther's challenge to the papal hierarchy and to the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V (1519-1556), fearful of disintegration of his authority within the empire, resulted in Luther's excommunication at the German Diet of Worms in 1521.

 SECULAR SUPPORT OF MARTIN LUTHER
German princes such as Frederick of Saxony, who saw the beneflt of converting to the Lutheran religion. The princes could keep the taxes flowing to Rome for their own territorial power and the church lands as well.

Townspeople with commercial interests who felt constrained by the church's restrictions on usury (lending money for interest) and sought flexible business practices.

German peasants who took literally Luther's dictum that a Christian man is the most free lord of all, subject to none. The peasants wanted freedom from manorial dues and obligations. Luther, however, rejected their concept of secular liberty. He insisted that they obey the civil authorities, if not the religious ones. Society required civil obedience to avoid chaos.

The German princes who supported Luther confiscated the rich church lands and opposed Charles V. The struggle between princes and emperor resulted in the Peace of Augsburg (1555), whereby the princes could determine the religion of their own territory and their subjects within it.

 

CALVINISM
Calvinism, the revolutionary edge of Protestantism in the second half of the sixteenth century, became the international form of the movement. It spread from Geneva, the theocracy of John Calvin (1509-1564), to France, England, Scotland under John Knox (1505-1572), the Netherlands, and the New World. In his tightly organized writings, known as the Insiltutes of the Christian Religion, Calvin made explicit the notion of predestination, the idea that eternal salvation is determined by an omniscient, omnipotent, and inscrutable God.

PROTESTANTISM AND CAPITALISM
According to Max Weber, a German sociologist, Calvinism, with its concept of serving God through one's calling or vocation, helped shape the spirit of capitalism. Weber has written: "The ideal type of the capitalist entrepreneur . . . avoids ostentation and unnecessary expenditure, as well as conscious enjoyment of his power, and is embarrassed by the outward signs of the social recognition which he receives.... His manner of life is...distinguished by a certain ascetic tendency.... He gets nothing out of his wealth for himself, except the irrational sense of having done his job well."

 

THE CATHOLIC COUNTER-REFORMATION
In order to salvage its eroding power, the Roman Catholic Church undertook its own reform and sought countermeasures against Protestantism. The midcentury Council of Trent forbade the sale of indulgences, pluralism, and simony and insisted on strict morals, behavior, and dress of clergy. In matters of doctrine, the council insisted that salvation could be assured through faith and good works.

A new teaching order, the Jesuits, led by Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556), reaffirmed obedience to the decrees of the pope and to the hierarchy of the church. The church further sanctioned the revival of the Inquisition, a medieval court that tried heretics and punished the guilty. And to prevent exposure to dangerous ideas, the church provided an index, or list of prohibited books. Finally, in an effort to win back adherents, the church commissioned many Catholic painters to turn their talents to religious art. For example, Caravaggio, Bernini, Rubens, and El Greco (see Art Web Page for details on this period and style) painted religious scenes that were theatrical, sensuous, and dynamic. The classical harmony of the Renaissance gave way to the extravagance and passion of baroque art.

 

THE ENGLISH REFORMATION
In spite of efforts to check the spread of Protestantism, the Catholic church was unsuccessful in preventing England's withdrawal from its fold. But in the case of England, the reason was personal and political rather than religious. Henry VIII (1509-1547) became infatuated with Anne Boleyn. He sought to dissolve his marriage to Catherine of Aragon so that he could marry Anne Boleyn. This dissolution was accomplished when he broke with the church and declared himself (The Act of Supremacy) the Supreme Head of Church and Clergy of England (1534). Insistent on recognition of his title, he beheaded the famous chancellor Sir Thomas More (1478-1535) for refusing to acknowledge publicly his supremacy.
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THE RELIGIOUS WARS
The Peace of Augsburg failed to solve the religious question in the Hapsburg ruled territories. While Lutheranism was recognized as a legal religion that the ruling prince could choose for his subjects, Calvinism was not. The issue of Calvinism became especially troublesome in the Netherlands, the seventeen semi-independent provinces under Charles V's rule.

 

PROTESTANT REVOLT IN THE NETHERLANDS
Charles V had rebuked religious reformers. His successor, Philip II, would prove harsher. When Charles V abdicated in 1556, his brother Ferdinand (1556-1564) received Austria and the Holy Roman Empire; his son Philip II (1556~1598), Spain and the Low Countries (present-day Netherlands and Belgium). The militant minority of Calvinists in the Netherlands was a powerful group of merchants, financiers, and working-class people who resented tax hikes and religious repression.

Defeat of the Spanish Armada
Their response was bitter. Calvinists destroyed the art works and libraries of the Roman Catholic churches in their country. Mercenary troops led by the Duke of Alva (1508- 1582) were called in to put down the rebellion, initiating a ten-year civil war (1568-1578) between Catholics and Protestants, who were united under Prince William of Orange (1572-1584). The upshot was division in the Netherlands. The seven northern provinces, highly defensible because of their canals and dikes, secured their independence from Spain. But independence came slowly. English financial and military aid was required. Elizabeth I (1558-1603) of England, fearful of Spanish invasion of England after a successful defeat of the Protestant Netherlands, supplied aid. Philip launched his armada, or fleet of ships, to the English Channel, where the highly maneuverable smaller English ships and "The Protestant Wind," a series of squalls and storms, defeated the crescent formation of Spanish ships in 1588. In 1609, Philip II officially recognized the independence of the northern provinces led by Holland under the name of the United Provinces. The ten southern provinces, eventually to become Belgium, remained under the control of the Spanish Hapsburgs within the Catholic fold.

RELIGIOUS WARS IN FRANCE
Religious upheavals affected France also. The Coneordat of Bologna (1516) had established Catholicism as the state religion; yet abuses existed as church offices were used to pay civil servants. Many peasants and lower-middle-class French searching for salvation adopted Calvinism. For the nobility, however, religion served more as an ideological cloak in a power struggle with the king and his allied nobles. The Catholic Guise and Protestant Bourbon families eyed the throne under a weakening Valois line, with Catherine de Medicis (1547-1589) dominating the throne and switching her religious allegiance when to do so was in her interest. The brutal St. Bartholemew's Day massacre of Huguenots (French Calvinists) by Catholics in 1572 set off rioting and economic disorder. Assassinations of leading contenders to the throne, as well as the death of Catherine de Medici, enabled the Protestant Henry of Navarre to ascend the throne as Henry IV (1589-1610). "Paris is worth a mass," asserted Henry, who converted to Catholicism to become the first in a line of Bourbon rulers and sixteenth-century political leaders more concerned with internal stability than religious certitude. His publication of the Edict of Nantes (1598) granted Huguenots the rights of private worship throughout France and public worship in specified towns. They could also hold public of fice.

 

RELIGIOUS STABILITY IN ENGLAND
The ideological struggles over religion and the chil wars they unleashed were avoided in England once Elizabeth I ascended the throne in 1558.Tranquillity was maintained until her death in 1603. She said: "I desire to open a window into no man's conscience." In short, she did not want religious divisions of opinion to surface and create disputes. Catholic and Puritan extremes threatened a tenuous stability. Elizabeth, therefore, insisted on external conformity to ensure political order but showed no concern for people's private thoughts. Everyone had to attend the Anglican church under punishment of fine. The church had both Catholic and Protestant elements and was thus comprehensive enough in doctrine and dogma to win the support of most of the loyal English.

 

RELIGIOUS WARS IN GERMANY
While France, England, Spain, and the Dutch were achieving national unity, Germany was not. Religious issues resurfaced in 1618 with the closing of Protestant churches in Prague, in the kingdom of Bohemia (formerly Czechoslovakia). Enraged Protestants hurled Catholic officials from a castle window, so the story goes. This event known as the defenestration of Prague set off the Thirty Years' War. Denmark and later Sweden led by its able king Gustavus Adolphus (1594-1632) entered the war, hoping to thwart Hapsburg ambition to unify all of the German states. France, although a Catholic country, also supported the Protestant camp to reduce the power of the Hapsburg ruler Ferdinand.

 

THE PEACE OF WESTPHALIA
The war dragged on-on German soil-until 1648, when the Peace of Westphalia was signed. Each prince, whether Lutheran, Catholic, or Calvinist, had independent sovereign power and could choose the established creed of his territory. Political and religious authority rested in the hands of approximately three hundred German princes. The Thirty Years' War effectively destroyed Germany's economy. Over one third of the population had been destroyed. The peasants were hardest hit. Many became day laborers for nobles and landlords who bought up their landholdings and thus created a new serfdom in the empire.

 

EXPLORATION AND EXPANSION
While religious and political wars raged on the Continent, adventurous Europeans were discovering new trading routes to the Orient and India and new routes for the exploration and exploitation of a new world across the Atlantic Ocean. They included Prince Henry the Navigator, Francisco Pizarro, Hernando Cortez, Ferdinand Magellan, Christopher Columbus, Bartholomew Diaz, and Vasco de Balboa. Governments helped sponsor the voyages, most notably the Dutch East India Company, the organ of Dutch conquest and exploration. The mixed motives of seeking glory, finding gold, and proselytizing for God set the Portuguese, Spanish, English, French, and Dutch on their overseas voyages.

 

RESULTS
The wars of religion brought mixed results. While King Philip II of Spain succeeded in reducing the power of the Moslem Turks in the Mediterranean, he failed in his efforts to restore Roman Catholicism in England and lost control of the heavily Calvinist Dutch Netherlands. France remained a predominately Catholic country, although it continued to have a significant Huguenot minority. In the Holy Roman Empire the Hapsburgs failed to detroy Protestantism and in the process, suffered a further decrease of their own power. The power of the Spanish Hapsburgs declined, as well, and by the mid-seventeenth century, France had become the most powerful state on theEuropean continent. 

STUDY GUIDE FOR 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONFLICTS OF THE 17TH CENTURY
 

 

Europe in the 17th Century
 

In early 17th century England, the first two Stuart kings, James I and Charles I, sought to establish an absolute monarchy and to enforce their views on religion. These policies led to a revolt by Parliament, with the support of the Puritans, against Charles I. The English Civil War of the 1640's ended wit the victory of Parliament and the execution of the King.

During the period of the Commonwealth and Protectorate, the English conducted an unsuccessful experiment in republican government. In 1660, the monarchy was restored. The troublesome issues of the relationship between king and Parliament and the nature of the English church had not been resolved, however, and further conflict produced the Glorious Revolution of 1688. this revolution established a constitutional monarchy and confirmed the Church of England as the country's established church. During the 18th century, Parliament clearly established its ascendancy over the crown.

Thus the seventeenth century can be viewed as an age of constitutional conflicts. England and France serve as prototypical models of the power struggles between monarch and nobility that led to vastly different outcomes in each country- constitutionalism in England, and absolutism in France. 
ENGLAND

In England, two revolutions Puritan and Glorious-resulted from clashes between king and Parliament. Parliament was a medieval English institution that sought to defend the ancient liberties that noblemen had wrested earlier from kings.

Upon the death of the childless Elizabeth I, her cousin James I (1603-1625), a Stuart, inherited the throne. He boldly asserted the theory of divine-right monarchy, proclaiming himself to be God's legal representative on earth. Puritans in Parliament, who comprised many gentry members of the House of Commons, opposed James. His extravagant spending and his intolerance toward the Puritans were among the reasons for their antagonism toward him. Each body, Crown and Commons, asserted rights challenged by the other. Parliament held the purse strings and refused to relinquish control, even forcing Charles I (1625-1649), desperate for money, to accept its Petitilon of Right with its writ of habeas corpus.

Civil War

The issue came to a head in 1640, when revolution broke out between the aristocracy and the Anglican church hierarchy and the New Model Army led by Oliver Cromwell (1559-1658), a Puritan member of Parliament belonging to the gentry. In the ensuing civil war, the forces of Cromwell defeated the king, and Charles I was beheaded. He had arbitrarily forced loans to finance a Scottish war; he had tried to arrest members of Parliament while in session; and he had ignored the principles in the 1628 Petition of Right, which he had earlier signed. After Pride's Purge, Rump Parliament convicted him of treason.

Cromwell ruled sternly during the Interregnum. The revolutions had produced extremists, like the Diggers and Levellers, who called for the abolition of private ownership and the extension of the franchise. Cromwell's military dictatorship and his Puritanical rule collapsed with his death and was quickly followed by the restoration of the Stuart kings, who were Catholic sympathizers, in 1660. As a result, Parliament passed the Test Act in 1673, requiring all officeholders to be members of the Church of England. Still, Charles II (1680- 1685) plotted with Louis XIV to convert England back to Catholicism. James II (1685-1688) proved no wiser. He appointed Catholics to high government positions. Such affront led leading British citizens, both Whigs and Tories, to join forces and drive James from the throne. William of Orange (1672-1702) and Mary, his Protestant wife and the daughter of James II, accepted the invitation tendered by British leaders to ascend the throne upon signing the English Bill of Rights. The political theory of John Locke(1632-1704), expressed in his Second Treatise on Government won out over the theory expressed in Liviathon by Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679).

Creation of a Constitutional Monarchy

The document guaranteed individual rights of life, liberty, and property for the aristocratic oligarchy against the absolute power of kings. It undermined divine right theory and signaled a victory for Parliament. By the end of the seventeenth century, England was established as a Protestant state, controlled by gentry burghers and noble lords with power over the king.

FRANCE

Cardinal Richelieu, the chief minister of King Louis XIII raised the authority of the French monarchy to new heights and increased France's power in Europe. Cardinal Mazarin continued Richelieu's work during the early years of the reign of Louis XIV, further reducing the power of the nobility. After Louis XIV's personal rule began in 1661, the French absolute monarchy stood at the height of its power both in France and Europe. The wars of Louis XIV proved costly, however, and left France a burden of debtg that would lead the French monarchy to collapse in the eighteenth century (The French Revolution).
In France, the final outcome was dfflerent from that of England. King Louis XIV (1643-1715) consolidated absolute power and brooked no challenge to his authority. He can be viewed as a master state builder who weakened the rival power of the nobility, strengthened the allied power of the bourgeoisie, and thus emerged as the absolute king described in Bossuet's Politics Drawn from the Words of Holy Scripture.

The Rule of Louis XIV

Louis inherited the throne at the age of five and, soon after, witnessed an attempt by the nobility to overthrow him. Cardinal Mazarin, his able minister, gathered military forces and quelled the rebellion, known as the Fronde. Louis allegedly was never to forget the quick escape of his family. Upon independent rule in 1660, at age twenty-three, he devised policies to prevent further uprisings. Following Cardinal Richelieu's strategies, (curb the power of the nobles, suppress the protestants and humble the House of Austria) he appointed able members of the bourgeoisie to the positions of intendant, the chief agent of the king in the local areas of France. In addition, the bourgeoisie benefited from the mercantilist policies of Louis's financial minister Colbert (1619-1683), the son of a draper. Colbert provided subsidies for the domestic production of silk, improved harbors and roads, and abolished internal tolls that had benefited the nobles.

If the political power of the nobility was waning, their social status nevertheless remained high. Louis constructed a lavish palace at Versailles (Baroque style). Invitations to the court were prized, although the activities there were mainly ritualistic services to the king.

Revocation of the Edict of Nantes

In keeping the nobility under his control at Versailles, Louis XIV emasculated a significant sector of rival contenders to his power. He sought to establish "one king, one faith, and one law." With this aim, he revoked the Edict of Nantes in 1685. Persecuted Calvinists fled France and journeyed to England, Prussia, Holland, and the New World. They brought their skills as artisans to the new countries that welcomed their creativity and diligence.
By the end of the seventeenth century, Louis emerged as chief architect over a nation owing its first allegiance to his absolute rule and supporting his wars of conquest that culminated in the War of the Spanish Succession (1701-1713) and the Peace of Utrecht (1713). Even the art and literature of the period known as French classicism (writers such as Moliere, Racine and Cornielle), the official style of Louis's court, exhibited the qualities of discipline and control.

Absolute monarchy as it existed in France was in large measure a reflection of the policies of Louis XIV. The same was true for Prussia and Russia under their respective rulers Frederick William, the Great Elector, and Peter the Great.

PRUSSIA
Background: Beginning in 1415 the Hohenzollern family became the electors of Brandenburg. The family gradually increased their holdings until by the late 1600's they were second only to the Hapsburgs in square mileage of territory.


Frederick William (1640-1688), known as the "Great Elector," infused military values into an authoritarian Prussian society. His power stemmed from a standing army and an efficient bureaucracy. Commoners could hold important positions in his civil government, but only the Prussian nobility, or Junkers, made up the officer caste of his army. Historically, the nobility in their estates controlled finances. But the Great Elector ignored these political rights and without Junker approval collected taxes to build up his army. The nobility was exempt from taxes, socially privileged, and in full control over peasants residing on their land. Taxes fell on the towns, and the nobility, benefiting from the freedom from financial obligations, sided with their Hohenzollern king.
FREDERICK I r. 1688-1713
The maverick of the Hohenzollerns, Frederick did not focus his attention on administrative or military ventures. Rather he became a patron of the arts and learning. He was a man who enjoyed living in luxury. His sole political move was to support Leopold I (Holy Roman Emperor) in the War of Spanish Succession. In reward for this support, Leopold allowed him to assume the title of King of Prussia. The title was passed to his son upon his death in 1713.

 

FREDERICK WILLIAM I r. 1713-1740
While his father had lived in luxury, Frederick practiced extreme austerity. Under his guidance Prussia's income increased. He was known as the "Sergeant King" and increased Prussia's army until it was the 3rd largest in all Europe (even though Prussia was 13th in size). Army officers became privileged and Junker sons eagerly tried to join. Although he was a clear militarist, he sought to avoid war. Under him the army became a sign of Prussian power rather than an instrument of aggression.


Frederick the Great

A later key figure in Prussian history was Frederick the Great (1740-1786). Although artistically inclined and rebellious as a youth, in adulthood he adopted the militaristic values of his predecessors. In 1740, when the Austrian ruler Maria Theresa (1740-1780) inherited the dynastic Hapsburg possessions, Frederick invaded the duchy of Silesia in violation of an earlier law-the Pragmatic Sanction, which held that the lands of Austria, Bohemia, and Hungary were to remain intact and could pass to a female heir. Maria Theresa lost the battle; Frederick the Great won, and doubled his state's population to six million in the War of the Austrian Succession. Frederick's victory earned him an alignment of the military powers of Austria, France, Russia, and Sweden against his army for the Seven Years' War, fought on Prussian soil. In the Peace of Paris (1763), Frederick was able to keep Silesia and his power status, but he concluded that "the acquisitions which one makes by the pen are always preferable to those made by the sword. " He turned his attention to rebuilding the economy and encouraging education.

RUSSIA
RUSSIAN CZARS
 

IVAN THE GREAT 1462-1505
The Slavic Grand Duke of Moscow, he ended nearly 200 years of Mongol domination of his dukedom. From then on he worked at extending his territories, subduing he nobles, and attaining absolute power.

 

IVAN THE TERRIBLE 1533-1584
Ivan earned his nickname for his great acts of cruelty directed toward all those with whom he disagreed. He became the first ruler to assume the title Czar of all Russia.

 

MICHAEL ROMANOV 1613
Following Ivan Rusia was plagued with foreign invasions and civil wars as the nobels tried to seize the throne for themselves. Finally, in 1613 an assembly of nobels chose Michael as the new czar. For the next 300 years the Romanov family ruled in Russia.

 

PETER THE GREAT 1682-1725
Russia's Peter the Great (16821725), had thirty-five years of war during his forty-three-year reign. Service in the Russian army was compulsory and for life. Peter set up schools to train his offficers and bureaucrats drawn from the nobility. Peasants served in the regular standing army or worked in factories and mines.

Peter's efforts centered on directing the westernization of Russian society. He insisted on the adoption of Western dress and manners by nobles, gentry, and the city population generally. And to glorify his state, he had the city of St. Petersburg built on drained swampland. It was located on the Baltic coast, facing the West. Nobles were required to build their palaces there and live under Peter's watchful eye. He: 

1. created a strong army loyal to him

2. ruthlessly cruched revolts of the nobels

3. extended his control to the Russian Church

4. wanted to model Russia after the western world

5. created a window to the west

6. published first Russian newspaper

7. imported foreign technicians

8. established schools to train bureaucrats

9. defeated Sweden in the Great Northern War

10. lost to the Ottoman Turks in an effort to gain access to the Mediterranean

In the end he widened the gap between the educated upper class and the exploited peasants who were serfs and paid excessive taxes.

The defeat of Sweden in the Great Northern War had enabled Peter to obtain this territory along the Baltic coast. His war with the Ottoman Turks for access to the Mediterranean, however, was unsuccessful.

In spite of reforms in rebuilding the army, creating a navy, and stimulating exploration, trade, and industry, Peter remained an autocratic czar who widened the gap between the educated upper-class Russians and the exploited peasants who bore the heavy burden of taxation in an onerous system of serfdom.
 

CATHERINE THE GREAT 1762-1796
She was the German wife of Russian Czar Peter III. She deposed her husband (had him killed), and ruled Russia. She extended Russia's territories southward:

In wars against the Turks she gained the north coast of the Black Sea and gained the right for Russian ships to use the Dardanelles to the Mediterranean Sea westward.

Catherine joined with Austria and Prussia in three partitions that completely eliminated independent Poland.

In building on Peter's accomplishements she ruled an empire consisting of Slavics, Russians, Ukrainians, Poles, and Baltic and Asian peoples. She made 18th century Russia into a major European power.

Economically she continued the affiars of Peter and reduced internal barriers to trade.

From 1773-75 Pugachev lead a cossack serf revolt in the Volga region. She reorganized the government into 50 provinces. The 1785 Charter of Nobility recognized the rights and privileges of the nobility including exemption from taxes and military services. It also gave the nobility complete control over their lands and serfs.

Of the enlightened Despots Catherine is the least deserving of the title. Her position depended on the support of the nobility with whom she curried favor. Peter the Great was far more enlightened. 
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While the attention of Europe had been focused on politics and war great changes were occurring in the realm of ideas. By the early seventeenth century, exciting new developments were under way in astronomy and the physical sciences. It was during this time that scientists laid the foundations for the scientific study of anatomy and physiology, chemistry, biology, physics and geology. The methodology of science was debated, and scientific societies were established to promote further research andthe spread of the new knowledge. The Scientific Revolution ultimately brought radical changes to people's understanding of the entire physical universe.

A cosmology is a systematic conception of the universe. It is a world view that satisfactorily explains the operation of the universe. From the fourth century B.C. to the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the Aristotelian Ptolemaic cosmology prevailed. Accordingly, the cosmos was made up of four elements earth, fire, water, and air. It was geocentric. The earth, at the center, was enclosed in a series of crystalline spheres in which were embedded stars and planets revolving on cycles and epicycles in circular yet complex patterns. Beyond the spheres lay the empyrean blue where God resided. Motion resulted from angels' hands revolving the crystal orbs. The entire conception accorded with church teachings and Scriptures.

 

THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION
A revolution took place, in the stretch of time between publication of works by Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) and Isaac Newton (1642-1727), that shattered the old heavens and substituted the Newtonian cosmology, mathematical and mechanistic in its conception of the universe. Copernicus proposed a heliocentric system that simplified the complex pattern of cycles and epicycles by reducing their number. Tycho Brahe (1546-1601), the Danish astronomer, catalogued the stars. In Germany, Johannes Kepler (1571-1630) formulated planetary laws and theorized that the planets moved in elliptical rather than circular patterns. Galileo (1564-1642) formulated terrestrial laws and the modern law of inertia. He used the telescope to discover the four moons of Jupiter and prove that Jupiter was not encased on any crystal orb, and thus he provided evidence for the Copernican theory. These findings brought trouble with church authorities, who placed Galileo under house arrest.

 

NEWTON'S SYNTHESIS
The final figure in the story is Newton, who published "Matthematical Principles of Natural Philosophy" in 1687. Building upon the work of his predecessors, he formulated a universal law of gravity that embraced heaven and earth in one grand system. Most important, the new system operated in accord with natural laws that were immutable, inviolable, and discoverable through human reason. In his scientific works Newton had stressed experimentation and mathematics; both became the bases for a new methodology for arriving at truth. Subsequently, scientific societies were formed (the Royal Society in London and the French Academy of Sciences) to share findings and methods.

 

THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD
The harbingers of this new scientific method were Franais Bacon (1561-1626) and Rene Descartes (1596-1650). Stressing empiricism and deriving his "truths" from experimentation, Bacon was the inductive thinker. Descartes was the deductive thinker. Cartesian rationalism derived "truths" from axioms, deductions, and proofs-like the geometer. His most famous truth, "cogito, ergo sum" ("I think, therefore I am"), rested upon the notion of a rigorous intellect far surpassing the deceiving senses.

 

LOCKE'S EPISTEMOLOGY
John Locke's (1632-1704) epistemology (the knowledge of how we know what we know) is the bridge between the scientific revolution of the seventeenth century and eighteenth-century Enlightenment. Locke pictured the mind of a newborn as a tabula rasa. Sense impressions hit this blank sheet like so many Newtonian particles. Humans, however, because they have the power and capacity to reason, according to Locke, are able to reflect on these sense impressions and form ideas, unaided by Scriptures, traditional beliefs, or authoritative decrees. In short, natural laws could be discovered through the powers of reasoning.

  

STUDY GUIDE FOR THE
ENLIGHTENMENT 
The Enlightenment, also known as the Age of Reason, was the dominant intellectual movement of the eighteenth century.

The achievements of the Scientific Revolution had revealed the ability of the human mind to penetrate the secrets of the physical universe. While the makers of the Scientific Revolution had used their intellectual powers to discover the natural laws that governed the operation of the physical universe, the thinkers of the Enlightenment sought through reasoning to discover the natural laws that governed the affairs of human beings and human society. They criticized the existing institutions of absolute monarchy and established church and proposed a broad range of reforms designed to eliminate abuses and to promote individual freedom.

 

The Philosophes
While the Enlightenment was a broad international movement, many of its leading thinkers were French. The Enlightenment thinkers are known collectively as philosophes, the French word for philosophers. In fact, the philosophes were not philosophers in the traditional sense. Instead, they were critics of the Old Regime who developed new ideas about government, economics, and religion and advanced proposals for the improvement of the human condition and the reform of society.

The philosophes shared the Enlightenment's faith in the supremacy of human reason, believing that people, through the use of their reason, could find answers to their questions and solutions to their problems. In particular, reason could be used to reveal the natural laws that regulated human affairs. Once these natural laws were discovered, the institutions of society could be reformed to bring them more in accord-ance with the natural order. In brief, the philosophes were social critics, mainly French, but not exclusively so, who subjected human behavior and social institutions to the critical test of reason. Sapere aude ("dare to know") was their motto. As fighters for liberal thought and freedom in political, social, and economic spheres (laisse faire), they did not always agree with one another.

 

NOTED PHILOSOPHES
Voltaire (1694-1778)
In politics, Voltaire was a proponent of enlightened despotism and conducted a correspondence with Frederick the Great of Prussia and Catherine the Great of Russia (see Chapter 9). Enlightened despotism involved the idea that an absolute ruler would use his authority to promote reform. While some monarchs did in fact promote reforms designed to make their governments more efficient, even the most enlightened ruler could not contemplate, much less enact, any reforms that would serve to undermine his absolute authority. Beyond that, the outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789 brought terror to rulers in all lands, and they became adamant in their opposition to even moderate reforms, lest the floodgates of revolutionary upheaval be opened.

 

Adam Smith (1723-1790)

Smith, a Scottish economist, was the eighteenth century's most influential advocate of laissez-faire. In The Wealth of Nations (1776), Smith attacked mercantilist doctrine and practice. A nation's wealth, he contended, was based on its production of goods by its farmers, artisans, and factory workers. Mercantilist regulations interfered with production and thereby restricted the expansion of a nation's wealth. Smith believed that people should be free to pursue their own economic self-interest. Each individual's pursuit of economic self-interest in a free economy would promote the prosperity of the entire society. Instead of regulating economic activity, the government should restrict its role to protecting the life, liberty, and property of its citizens. The state should content itself with being a passive policeman

 

Jean-Jacques Roueseau (1712-1778)

The Social Contract (1762), Rousseau's treatise on politics and government, opens with the words: "All men are born free, but everywhere they are in chains." Although government restricted individual freedom, it was nevertheless a necessary evil. There would be less evil, however, if government and individual liberty could be reconciled. In an effort to promote this reconciliation, Rousseau advocated a radical form of the contract theory of government. Rejecting the extreme individualism emphasized by many of his fellow philosophes, Rousseau stressed the role of the individual as a member of society. The social contract that he proposed was a contract in which the members of society agreed to be ruled by their general will. Although Rousseau never made it clear how the general will would operate in actual practice, he believed that all members of society would participate in the formulation of the general will, which would then be executed by a small group. Convinced that the general will is always right, Rousseau contended that obedience to the general will is an act of freedom. Rousseau himself did not actually favor democracy, in the modern sense of the term, but his view of the general will-and particularly the idea that ultimately sovereignty resides with all the people-helped promote the development of the democratic ideology.

 

Montesquieu (1689-1755)
In The Spirit of the Laws (1748), Montesquieu set forth the concept of the separation of powers between the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of the government. This division of authority, with its checks and balances, would place effective limits on the power of the executive and thereby protect the rights of the individual citizens. Montesquieu's ideas influenced the writers of the American Constitution, as well as of the French Constitution of 1791.

 

Denis Diderot (1713-1784)

Virtually all of the important French philosophes, including Voltaire, Rousseau, and Montesquieu, were among the some 160 contributers to the Encyclopedia, edited by Denis Diderot (1713-17848) and Jean le Rond d'Alembert (1717- 1783). The Encyclopedia was both a compendium of knowledge and a means for spreading the philosophes' often radical ideas on government, economics, religion, philosophy, and other subjects. Despite the opposition of state and church authorities, the first twenty-eight volumes of the Encyclopedia were published between 1751 and 1772, and five additional volumes appeared in 1776-1777.

 

Beccaria (1738-1794)
In their criticism of the Old Regime, the philosophes were particularly outspoken in their condemnation of outmoded and unjust laws and systems of justice, especially the use of torture and capital punishment. In his Essay on Crimes and Punishments (1764), Cesare Beccaria, an Italian aristocrat, advanced his proposals for bringing law and justice into conformity with the rational laws of nature. Barbarous punishments, he believed, failed to deter crimes; the certainty of punishment was a far more effective deterrent than its severity. He believed further that justice should be swift and that punishment should focus on the rehabilitation of the criminal.

 

David Hume (1711-1776)

Hume tried to define good and evil in pragmatic terms. He argued that social utility should become the standard for public morality.

 

Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797)

The sharpest challenge to Rousseau's widely shared attitude toward women came onlyin 1792, with the publication of Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights ofWoman. Inspired by the French Revolution's doctrine of natural rights, this spiritedwriter deplored thefact that society kept women (in her words)frivolous, artificial,weak, and in a perpetual state of childhood. While men praised women for their beauty and grace, they hypocritically condemned them for a concern with vanity, fashion, and trivial matters, yet refused to treat them as rational human beings who could contribute to society as much as men. Her book emphasized the needfor educational reform that would allow women to develop agile bodies and strong minds. Along the way Wollstonecraft took particular aim at Rousseau's Emile. 
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The French Revolution.
With its ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity, the French Revolution became the pivotal event of the eighteenth century.

Origins
The reasons for the Revolution go beyond dissatisfaction with an unjust government or the Enlightenment ideas of the eighteenth-century philosophes. Historians focus on the roots of the crisis facing the monarchy, but they dffer in their interpretations of this crisis, which turned into the French Revolution. Some argue that it was a revolution of the bourgeoisie (middle class) demanding political and social power to accompany their already acquired economic power. Others argue that it was the revolution that made the bourgeoisie. Another possibility is that this was a revolt of the talented young. The Revolution was precipitated by the impending bankruptcy of the French monarchy in 1789, a time of poor harvests. This financial crisis was based upon a historical inability to tax privileged groups (ancien regime).

 

Louis XVI and His Finance Ministers.
The efforts of Maupeou under Louis XV and of Turgot under Louis XVI to effect fiscal and constitutional reforms failed. Succeeding ministers (Necker, Calonne, and Brienne) were equally unsuccessful. Their efforts, however, provoked the Parlement (a court) of Paris and the nobility into opposition to the king, forcing him to surmmon the Estates General to convene in May 1789.

 

The Estates General and the Constituent Assembly.
The King, desparate for funds, allowed the Estates General to assemble (it had not done so since 1614). Each estate then drew up its cahier de doleances, or list of grievances. Insulted over voting rights the Third Estate withdrew and assembled at the Tennis Courts where they drew up the Tennis Court Oath (never to disband until they had written a constitution for France). Unable to pursue a consistent policy, the king had failed as a leader. Now recognized as a National, or Constituent, Assembly (June 24), the delegates empowered themselves to give France a constitution. The king ineptly provoked open insurrection in Paris, best symbolized by the fall of the Bastille (July 14). In the countryside, peasant insurgency- stemming from rural impoverishment, opposition to feudal dues and the ecclesiastical tithe, suspicions of hoarding by the nobles, and reactions to the Great Fear-made the revolution national and popular. The nobles abandoned the feudal regime (Night of August 4), the Assembly drew up the Declaration of the Rights of Man (August 26), and crowds forced the king and government to move from Versailles to Paris (October 5).

Between 1789 and 1791 the Constituent Assembly created a limited monarchy, with power vested in the general body of the rich and the educated. Principles of rationality, efficiency, and humanity were applied. The Assembly standardized provincial administration, applied principles of laissez faire in economic affairs, honored the royal debt (confiscating ecclesiastical propcrty and creating paper bills (assignats) to pay it, and reformed the Catholic Church in France through the Civil Constitution of the Clergy ( July 1790). Because the Assembly failed to consider traditional church procedures, much of the Catholic clergy and faithful became enemies of the Revolution.

 

Counterrevolution.
Radicals on the left argued that the Assembly had not gone far enough, and they Organized clubs, such as the Jacobins. Nobles on the right felt that the Assembly had gone too far. The king pursued a fluctuating policy, finally failing in an attermpt to flee France (June 1791). Thanks to the self-denying ordinance, a new Assembly was elected in 1791. War broke out between France and the Austro-Prussian coalition in April 1792. Bolstered by a new spirit of resistance, volunteers streamed out of Paris to defend the nation. On August 10, 1792, a crowd stormed the royal palace and drove the king from the throne. The Assembly then suspended him and with half of its members having fled Paris, ordered new elections. A weak provisional government presided, but was unable to control popular leaders and the crowd. The Paris prison massacres to remove the menace of counterrevolutionary agents resulted, providing a lesson in the use of violence for such leaders as Maximilien de Robespierre.
 

The Second Revolution.
From 1792 to 1794 the new National Convention tried to form a democratic republic while dealing with invasion, civil war, and economic crisis. Force and terrorism were used to this end. In 1793 a National Convention was elected under universal male suffrage to form a republic. It voted to execute the king. Two groups of deputies competed for leadership-the more moderate Girondists, led by Jacques Brissot, and the more radical Jacobins (the Mountain), led by Robespierre, Marat, and Danton.

The Convention faced rebellions by peasants, priests, emigres, royalists, and moderates in the west and south. At the same time the Parisian sans-culottes threatened to radicalize the Revolution further. Moreover most of Europe had united in a new war against France. The threat of the sans culottes brought victory to the Mountain. The Convention passed laws imposing price controls, creating revolutionary armies, and empowering local revolutionary committees to incarcerate suspected citizens (Law of Suspects).

The Jacobins drafted a democratic constitution, and the voters approved it, however the Convention reacted to the demands of the crisis and empowered the Committee of Public Safety to supervise military, economic, and political affairs. Under the leadership of Robespierre and supported by local revolutionary cocommittees and Jacobin clubs, the committee crushed dissent on the left (led by Hebert) and on the right (led by Danton).

 

The Reign of Terror. 
The committee used the Terror to enforce the Revolution and prevent anarchy. Most of the 27,000 who were executed were commoners from the most rebellious regions. The urban common people, Sans-Culottes, were a major force in radicalizing the Revolution through insurrections; the peasants after 1789 were relatively passive or conservative.

 

The Victories of the Year II.
The National Assembly of 1789 had not intencled to spread the Revolution beyond French borders. Between 1792 and 1794, however, war, internal conflict, and support from progressives in neighboring lands encouraged the Convention to expand French control to a modest extent over the Austrian Netherlands and to lend moral support to other areas in Europe.

The Convention replaced the old professional army with citizen-soldiers recruited through conscription (levee en masse) and led by patriotic officcrs who proved themselves through successes. The new army was supported by massive economic mobilization. Using new tactics of mass ancl mobility, the armies of the French Revolution were victorious in 1793 and 1794 (Battle of Fleurus).

 

The Thermidorian Reaction (1794-1796)
Increasingly isolated from the sans-culottes and the moderate middle class, Robespierre and his close supporters fell (July 27, 1794, or 9 Thermidor), initiating the Thermidorian reaction. The Terror was dismantled and terrorists were persecuted by their former victims (white terror) who came to power. Upper-class life, with a flaunting of pleasure and luxury, returned. Poor harvests and laissez-faire policies led to a final but unsuccessful insurrection by the sans-culottes (May 20, 1795). The middle class now controlled France.

The Directory (1796-1799).
The new middle-class constitutional republic, with an executive of five men (the Directory), repudiated both the royalist movement and the second revolution. The regime was unstable, suffering a succession of coups and purges. Most citizens were apathetic. Among those who were politically active were the ultraroyalists and the more moderate monarchists on the right, and the Jacobins (democrats) and the extreme collectivists surrounding Gracchus Babeuf (a forerunner of Marxism) on the left. In the middle were uncertain supporters of the Directory, constantly shifting sides and intolerant of organized opposition.

The French Revolution entered its final phase when Napoleon Boneparte engineered a coup d'etat in November of 1799.

STUDY GUIDE FOR
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Time Line
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The history of France and Europe during the period from 1799 to 1815 is largely the story of Napoleon Bonaparte. A brilliant general in the cause of the French Revolution, Napoleon took power in 1799 and established the Consulate. In 1804, he took the title of emperor of the French. While Napoleon deprived the French people of political liberty, he provided them with an orderly and efficient system of government and confirmed or initiated a number of enduring legal, administrative, and educational reforms.

As a conqueror, Napoleon achieved his greatest military successes in the years from 1805 to 1807, defeating Austria, Prussia, and Russia. His ability and power gradually declined, however, and the disastrous invasion of Russia in 1812 marked the beginning of his fall. After abdicating in 1814, Napoleon returned to power for the period of the Hundred Days in 1815. Defeated at Waterloo in June 1815, he entered his final exile on the remore island of Saint Helena in the South Atlantic where he died in 1821.

As France's ruler in the years after 1799, Napoleon deprived the French people of political liberty. But he confirmed a number of reforms achieved by the French Revolution-among them, freedom of religion and the principles of equality before the law and equality of opportunity-and made them permanent. Napoleon also introduced a number of reforms-including an efficient centralized administration, the Napoleonic Code, the Concordat of l801, and a series of educational reforms-that became enduring features of French life.

Despite his undeniable genius as a military commander, Napoleon failed in his efforts to make France the master of Europe. In 1814 -1815, the statesmen of Europe (Castlereagh of England, Alexander I of Russia, Metternich of Austria, Hardenberg of Prussia, Talleyrand of France) met in the Congress of Vienna and sought to restore stability and order following a quarter of a century of turmoil.

After entering Paris in March 1814, the allies restored the legitimate Bourbon dynasty to the French throne, and Louis XVIII (r.1814-1824) became king. In the first Treaty of Paris (May 1814), the allies offered France relatively lenient peace terms. At the Congress of Vienna the Quadruple Alliance of the great powers (Austria, Prussia, Russia and Great Britain) was formed with the idea of restoration in Europe. However, following Napoleon's return to power during the Hundred Days in 1815 and his final defeat at Waterloo, the allies imposed harsher terms on France in the second Treaty of Paris (November 1815).

The other details of the peace settlement were determined by an international congress. The statesmen who met in this Congress of Vienna in 1814-1815 sought to reestablish a conservative order in Europe following the years of upheaval and war brought about by the French Revolution and Napoleon.

The conservative order established at Vienna in 1814-1815 prevailed throughout Central and Eastern Europe without serious threat until the outbreak of the revolutions of 1848. The balance of power established at Vienna remained fundamentally undisturbed until the unification of Germany in 1871, and no major war involved all of the major powers until the outbreak of World War I in 1914.

In Italy and Spain, the conservative powers succeeded in suppressing revolutions. However, Greece and Belgium, as well as the Latin American colonies of Spain and Portugal, made good their claims to independence. And in Great Britain and France, the conservative regimes that ruled in the years immediately following 1815 were able to forestall only temporarily the trend toward liberalization. 
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Great Britain had emerged from the upheavals of the seventeenth century as a stronghold of constitutional monarchy and political liberty. Now, in the early nineteenth century, conservative rule gradually gave way to a movement for reform. The most important reform of these years was the Reform Bill of 1832, which redistributed seats in the House of Commons and granted the right to vote to most adult middle-class males. Nevertheless, the British ruling classes rejected the demands of the Chartist movement for full political democracy. In the area of trade policy, the British moved toward the adoption offree trade.

 

In France, the restored Bourbon kings, Louis XVIII and Charles X, gradually became more arbitrary in their exercise of power. The July Revolution of 1830 resulted in the overthrow of the Bourbons and established the rule of the citizen king, Louis Philippe. Although the July Monarchy of Louis Philippe was based on liberal principles, the king's government became increasingly more authoritarian in practice. Opposition to the king gradually intensified, culminating in the February Revolution of 1848.
 

The Reform Bill of 1832
In the early nineteenth century, the British Parliament was far from democratic and not representative of the population. The House of Lords consisted of the hereditary nobility and the bishops of the Church of England. In addition, from time to time the king invoked his right to create new peers (noblemen), who acquired the right to sit in the House of Lords. The House of Lords could block the adoption of legislation passed by the House of Commons.

The House of Commons consisted mainly of prosperous country gentlemen (the gentry) and wealthy business and professional men. Only a small percentage of the adult male population met the property qualifications for voters. Many members of the House of Commons represented "rotten boroughs" (towns with very small populations whose voters could readily be bribed or otherwise influenced) or "pocket boroughs" (towns whose representatives in the House of Commons were selected by noble landowners). The new industrial towns were either completely without representation or seriously underrepresented.

 

The Corn Laws
The campaign for the repeal of the Corn Laws provided powerful evidence of the increased political power of the British middle class. The Anti-Corn Law League, which was established in 1839, campaigned for the repeal of the Corn Laws (the tariff on wheat and other grains) and more broadly, for the introduction of free trade. The Corn Laws, which had been adopted in 1815, provided the great landowners with a protected market for their crops. The leaders of the Anti-Corn Law League included the prominent industrialists Richard Cobden (1804-1865) and John Bright (1811-1889).

The Anti-Corn Law League argued that reducing the price of food would improve the workers' standard of living, while reducing the cost of raw materials would increase the profits of industry. In addition, low food prices would make it easier for the industrialists to pay their workers lower wages.

 

THE ISMS OF THE 19TH CENTURY
ROMANTICISM
Rousseau was founder and father of the movement. Romantic thinkers refused to conceive of human nature as primarily rational. They wanted to interpret physical nature and human society inorganic rather than mechanical terms. The most basic viewpoint was the rejection of reason and a new reliance upon emotion and imagination as sources of understanding. Romantic painters like to use historical events as subjects. Romantics liked: religion; medieval art, literature, architecture; and were interested in folklore, folk songs,fairy tales, and dreams. They suggested the existence of a world beyond the normal sensory data. The movement most prospered in Germany.

 

NATIONALISM
Nationalism is a state of mind, in which the supreme loyalty of the individual is felt to be due the nation-state. It is deep attachment to one's native soil, to local traditions and to established territorial authority. Nationalities are the products of the living forces of history, and therefore fluctuating and never rigid. Most often they possess certain objective factors distinguishing them from other national groups such as: common descent, language, territory, political entity, customs, traditions, and religion.

 

UTILITARIANISM
They were a set of radical political reformers who urged the principal of utility--the greatest good for the greatest number--should constitute the guiding principal of public policy. They lacked all reverence for tradition. They felt that political, economic, social problems should be addressed rationally and without reference to special interests groups. They have frequently been claimed as the spokesmen for the middle class.They were the authors of much legislation such as: Factory Act of 1833, Poor Law of 1834, and the Sanitation Act of 1848. John Stuart Mill most ardent spokesman and urged education of the workers as the means to raise their standard of living. Other noted utilitarians were Jeremy Bentham, and Sir Edward Chadwick.
 

SOCIALISM 
Early socialists generally applauded the new productive capacity of industrialism, but they deny that a free market could adequately produce and distribute goods in the fashion claimed by classical economists. They saw primarily mismanagement, low wages, maldistribution of goods, and suffering arising from unregulated industrial system. They felt that human society should be organized as a community rather than as selfish individuals.

 

UTOPIAN SOCIALISTS
Were considered utopian because their ideas were often visionary and because they advocated the creation of ideal communities. They were called socialists because they questioned the structures of capitalism. In What is Property, Joseph Proudhon (1819-1877) attacked the banking system which would not loan money to the small property owners or the poor. Other Utilitarians included Claude Henri ( Count of Saint-Simon 1760-1825), Robert Owen (1771-1858), and Charles Fourier (1772-1837). 
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THE AGE OF NATION STATES
The Revolutions of 1848 left a defeat for both liberalism and nationalism. Yet within 25 years many of their goals stood accomplished. Italy and Germany were constitutional monarchies, the Hapsburg emperor (Franz Joseph) had accepted a constitution, the Magyars achieved liberities, Russian serfs had been emancipated, France was a republic and Liberalism and democracy grew in England. Most of these events occurred under the leadership of conservative statesmen.

 

THE CRIMEAN WAR (1854-1856)
When Russia wanted to extend its control over the Ottoman provinces of Moldavia and Walachia (now Romania) she angered the Turks who declared war in the fall of 1853. This forced Britain and France (acting on the Concert of Europe principle) to declare war on Russia. Russia Nicholas I of Russia was bitter because Austria and Prussia chose to remain neutral. The war was ineptly waged on all sides and in 1855, after a long seige, Sevastopol fell.

The war shattered the image of an invinsible Russia and the concert of Europe as well. The war introduced the International Red Cross (Florence Nightengale) and battlefield journalism (William Russell , a writer, and Roger Fenton, a photographer).

 

THE SECOND INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 1870-1914
The results of the Second Indstrial Revolution pale when compared to that of the First Industrial Revolution. The new revolution was one of technology, particularly in the fields of metals chemicals and electricity, all of which all resulted in new products. Larger populations and improving standards of living produced greater demand which in turn increased the volume of production. The need for increased production called forth significant reorganization to provide a freer supply of capital and to ensure a more efficient labor force

 

ITALIAN UNIFICATION
Four men stand out in the effort to unify Italy (which had not be united since Roman times). Giuseppe Mazzini (a member of the Carbonari) became the most important nationalistic leader in Europe. In 1831 he founded the Young Italy Society for driving the Austrians out of Italy and creating a republic. With the aid of Giuseppe Garibaldi he lead insurrections throughout southern Italy (rural territory). The third man was Camillo Cavour the prime minister of Piedmont who used force of arms, tied to secret diplomacy, to unite Italy under the King of Sardinia-Piedmont, Victor Emmanuel. Cavour worked for free trade, railroad construction, credit expansion and agricultural improvement. Cavour allied with Napoleon III (Treaty of Plombieres) to defeat Austria. After victories at Solferino and Magenta Napoleon feared the growing power of Sardinia, and a weakening of France due to his losses, and thus signed the Treaty of Villafranca with Austria to with draw France from the hostilities. Austria, facing internal disputes within her empire scaled back her efforts agai nst the Italians and Cavour, after working out an agreement with Garibaldi completed the unification of Italy under the leadership of Victor Emanuel of Sardinia-Piedmont.

By 1870 Italy was united accept for Trent and Trieste. Rome remained in French hands until the Franco-Prussian war forced the withdrawal of French troops in 1879. When the troops withdrew from Rome the capital was moved there from Florence. The papacy remained confined to the Vatican until the Lateran Acord of 1929.
 

UNIFICATION OF GERMANY
The unification of Germany was the single most important political event in Europe between 1848 and 1914. Because it transformed the balance of:

1. economic

2. military

3. international power

Otto von Bismarck (1815-1898) came from Junker stock. He opposed parliamentary government but not a constitution. He was a fervent patriot. His political direction can be surmised from his quote: "The great questions of the day will not be decided by speeches and majority decisions [ that was the error of 1848-49 ] but by blood and iron." Bismarck fought three wars to unify Germany.

 

THE DANISH WAR - 1864
Bismarck believed in a small Germany solution to unification--that is a Germany without Austria. When the Danes moved to annex the territories of Schleswig and Holstein in 1863 the smaller German states proposed an all German war to halt the process. Bismarck arranged for Prussia and Austria to take action and Denmark was defeated in a short war. The joint ruling of the two lands (Austria took Holstein) gave Bismarck the chance to prod Austria into war with Prussia)

 

THE AUSTRO - PRUSSIAN WAR - 1866
There had been constant tension between Austria and Prussia. Bismarck order the Prussians to be a rude to Austria as necessary. When Austria complained to the Confederation and prepared to move troops into the area Bismarck proved that it broke terms of the 1864 alliance.

The "Seven Weeks War" of 1866 lead to the defeat of Austria at Koniggratz. The Treaty of Prague which followed was lenient to Austria. She lost no territory other than Venetia which was given to Napoleon III who in turn gave it to Italy since Austria had actually defeated Italian forces during the course of the war and would not allow an direct transaction.

The Prussian victory permanently removed the Hapsburgs from German politics and left Prussia as the only major power in the German Confederation.

 

FRANCO - PRUSSIAN WAR - 1870-71
In 1868 a revolution led by Spanish conservatives deposed the Bourbon Queen Isabella II. The Spanish replaced her with Prince Leopold of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen, a cousin of William I of Prussia.

Bismarck encouraged this because he knew that the French would not stand for a Prussian on the throne of Spain since they would be surrounded on two sides by the Prussians. France sent Count Benedetti to consult with William who was on vacation at Bad Ems. On July 13 Benedetti was instructed to ask William for assurances that he would tolerate no further candidacy for Leopold. To this the king refused. He then sent a telegram to Bismarck telling him of the substance of the conversation. This is the telegram that Bismarck revised (the Ems Dispatch) which made it appear that William had insulted the French. The idea was to goad the French to war.

On September 1 at the Battle of the Sedan the Prussians defeated the French and captured Emperor Napoleon III. Paris was besieged and fell on January 28 ,1871. Ten days earlier at the Palace of Versailles (Hall of Mirrors) the German empire had been declared. From the peace settlement Germany received the territory of Alsace (coal) and part of Lorraine.

The two nations most affected by the German and Italian unification were France and Austria. The emergence of the new states revealed the weakness of both France and the Hapsburg Empire. In the wake France turned Republican (again) and Austria allowed dualism in her monarchy.

 

THE DREYFUS AFFAIR
In 1894 an army court martial convicted Captain Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish officer, of conveying secret information to the Germans, and he was sentenced to imprisonment in the penal colony at Devil's Island. doubt remained concerning his guilt and by 1896 it had been proven the Ferdinand Esterhazy was the real culprit. Tried, he was acquited. Those who had been against Dreyfus were openly anti-Semitic.

 

AUSTRIA
Following the upheavals brought by the revolutions of 1848, the Austrian government reestablished the traditional system of centralized rule for the multinational empire, concentrating authority in the hands of German-speaking officials loyal to the Hapsburgs.

Austria's defeat by Piedmont and France in 1859 weakened the prestige of the Austrian government. In an effort to regain popular support, Emperor Francis Joseph (r.1848-1916) initiated an experiment in decentralization. The October Diploma of 1860 expanded the authority of the aristocratic assemblies in Hungary, Bohemia, and other provinces. The Magyars of Hungary refused to participate in the new system.

 

The Compromise of 1867: Dual Monarchy
When the Prussians defeated Austria in the Seven Weeks' War in the Magyars, led by Francis Deak and Julius Andrassy increased their demands against the Hapsburgs. Emperor Franz Joseph agreed to the Compromise of 1867 which created the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary.

Austria was technically a constitutional monarchy however, Franz Joseph retained considerable authority. He could dissolve the parliament at will and had the power to legislate by decree when the parliament was not in session. It would not be until 1907 that Austria would develop a more democratic franchise with universal manhood suffrage being realized along with the direct election of the members of the lower house of the Reichsrat.

As king of Hungary, Franz Joseph had nearly no authority. The Magyar aristocracy dominated both houses of the Hungarian parliament and made few concessions either to the Magyar peasants or the minority nationalities. The Magyars pursued a policy of Magyarization seeking to force the minority nationalities to adopt the Magyar language and culture. The effect of Magyarization was the opposite of what was intended, since the minority nationalities--the Slovaks, Rumanians, and Slavs-reacted to this rule of the Magyars by becoming ever more conscious of their own nationality and more determined to gain rights of self-government (Pan-Slavism).
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IMPERIALISM OF THE LATE 19TH CENTURY
During the last quarter of the nineteenth century, there was a great surge of imperialist activity. The major European states, particularly Great Britain, France, and Germany, divided virtually all of Africa and much of Asia among themselves. This imperial expansion provided a dramatic manifestation of Europe's power and dynamism. By the end of the century, the United States and Japan had joined the ranks of the imperalist powers winning a surprising victory over Russia. As the imperialist powers increased their activity, rivalries intensified, increasing tensions among the powers.

 

Reasons for Imperialism
The possession of colonies offered a means to increase a country's military and economic power in relation to its rivals. The failure to acquire colonies came to be regarded as a sign of national decadence. Social Darwinists of the period (Herbert Spencer) emphasized the idea of life as a struggle, with the stronger surviving at the expense of the weaker. Countries that failed to expand were seen as losing the struggle for survival. Social Darwinists like Rudyard Kipling, also believed that the advanced white race had an obligation to civilize the less developed peoples of the world. The religious ferver of the late 19th century also contributed to imperialist policies. Both Protestants and Catholics engaged in missionary activity in the name of humanitarianism. The activities of Dr. Livingstone illustrate this venture. Finally the growth of European industry led to demands for new sources of raw materials as well as the need for new markets for the capitalists.

 

BRITISH EXPANSION
Throughout the 19th century Britain expanded her world wide empire. In 1843 the British took control of Natal in South Africa and in 1867 the Dominion of Canada was established. Following the Great Mutiny (Sepoy Rebellion) in 1857 the British took control of India which came to be known as the Crown Jewel of the Empire. India was to remain under British control until 1947 when it was the last of the crown colonies to obtain freedom. At the conclusion of the Opium War in 1842 China became part of the British Empire when Hong Kong was annexed. Prime Minister Disraeli obtained controlling interests in the Suez Canal in 1875 which lead to British concern about a native rebellion in the Sudan in 1885. During this rebellion General Gordon died at Khartoum and his death was avenged by General Kitchener at Omdurman in 1898. Other territories which should be added to the list of British possessions include Gibraltar, Ceylon Singapore and Australia and New Zealand. Australia was granted self government in 1901 and New Zealand in 1907.

 

OTHER IMPERIALISTIC POWERS
Although Bismarck was not greatly interested in acquiring colonies Germany did acquire Togoland and Cameroon in 1884 and in 1885 established controlm,over German East Africa. Italy acquiured Somaliland in 1889 but suffered a major set back with its defeat at the Battle of Adowa in 1896 at the hands of the Ethopians (the first European power to be defeated in Africa). From 1860-1890 France extended her control over Indochina while Spain and Portugal settled for retaining their old coastal trading colonies of Guinea and Angola in West Africa and Mozambique in East Africa.

Imperialism turned sour with the Boxer Rebellion of 1900 in China in which nearly 200 europeans were killed and diplomats were beseiged in Peking. An international expeditionary force supressed the revolt.

Russain advances in China angered the Japanese who engaged the Russians in the 1904-5 Russo-Japanese War. This war resulted in the defeat of the Russians at the Battle of Mukden (on land) and the Battle of Tsushima Straits (at sea). Together these demonstarated the decline of the Russaians as a world power and the rise of Japan to major power status. The war ended with the Treaty of Portsmouth in 1905 at which Teddy Roosevelt negoiated a settlement which gave Japan eventual control of Manchuria and additionally, Korea by 1910.

STUDY GUIDE FOR 
WORLD WAR I
 

 

After Bismarck was dismissed as German chancellor in 1890, his less capable successors let ties with Russia lapse. Before long France emerged at the center of a new diplomatic system. The French created an alliance with Russia (Franco-Russian Alliance 1894), established an understanding with Great Britain (Anglo-French entente 1904) and succeeded in drawing Italy away from its ties to Germany and Austria. As the alliance system divided Europe into armed camps, a series of international crises moved the European powers step by step toward the Great War.

The First Moroccan Crisis
In 1905 Germany provoked a crisis over Morocco which the French were in the process of making a protectorate. The Algeciras Conference of 1906 met to decide the issue. Germany found herself alone except for Austria while Great Britain and Russia supported France.

The Bosnian Crisis 1908-9
The Austrian foreign minister, von Aehrenthal, met with the Russian minister, Izvolsky, and together signed the Buchlau Agreement which stated the Russia would support Austria's efforts to annex Bosnia and Herzegovina. Austria would then support Russian efforts to send warships through the Dardanelles. When Austria unilaterally annexed Bosnia and Herzegovina Russia became angered. When Germany backed Austria, Russia backed down.

The Second Moroccan Crisis 1911
Germany sent the "Panther" to the Moroccan port of Agadir to "protect" German interests there. Under pressure France agreed to allow Germany certain parts of the French Congo in return for German recognition of the French protectorate of Morocco.

The First Balkan War 1912-13
Under Russian patronage the Balkan League (Bulgaria, Serbia, Montenegro and Greece) went to war against Turkey. By terms of the Treaty of London (1913) the defeated Ottoman Empire lost all territory in Europe except for the European side of the Dardanelles.

The Second Balkan War 1913
When Serbia demanded part of Macedonia, which Bulgaria claimed as a result of the first Balkan War, the Second Balkan War began. Serbia, Montenegro, Greece, Rumania and Turkey joined to defeat Bulgaria. The Treaty of Bucharest required that Bulgaria turn territory over to Rumania while Serbia and Greece gained most of Macedonia.

The Assassination of Arch Duke Francis Ferdinand
On June 28, 1914 Gavrilo Princep (a member of the Black Hand Society) assassinated heir to the Austrian throne, Archduke Francis Ferdinand and his wife Sophia while they rode in a motorcade. While the Serbian government was not directly involved, they took no action to prevent the incident. Austria was convinced that Serbia was responsible and Austria declared war on Serbia on July 28. Germany had earlier offered Austria a "blank check" of support in a war with Serbia. The Russians had also agreed to back the Serbs in a war with Austria.

Sir Edward Grey's Prophecy
On August 4, 1914 the British Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey predicted the future as he stated: "The lamps are going out all over Europe; we shall not see them lit again in our lifetime.

PRE-WORLD WAR I ALLIANCES
 

YEAR ALLIANCE COMPOUNDING POWERS

1872 League of 3 Emperors Germany, Austria, Russia

1879 Dual Alliance Germany and Austria

1881 League of 3 Emperors (renew) Germany, Austria, Russia

1882 Triple Alliance Germany, Austria, Italy

1883 Rumania joins Triple Alliance

1887 League of 3 Emperors (ended)

1887 Reinsurance Treaty Germany, Russia

1890 Reinsurance Treaty (ended) Germany, Russia

1893 Military Convention Russia, France

1894 Dual Alliance Russia, France

1902 Franco-Italian Accord France, Italy

1902 Anglo-Japanese Alliance England, Japan

1904 Entante Cordiale England, France

1907 Dual Entante England, Russia

1907 Triple Entante England, France, Russia

WORLD WAR I

Despite its name, World War I was primarily a European conflict, fought over European issues. The Allies of World War I included, first, the nations of the Triple Entente: France, Russia, and Great Britain. Serbia was also numbered among the Allies. Italy, Rumania, and Greece ultimately supported the Allied cause, as did the United States and Japan. Although the Japanese had no interests at stake in Europe, they hoped to acquire Germany's concessions in China, as well as the German-held islands in the North Pacific. The Central Powers, Germany and Austria-Hungary, won the support of Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire.

On the western front, the failiure of the Schlieffen Plan caused the fighting in France to became a stagnant battle of trench warfare between the invading Germans and the French and British defenders. On the eastern front, the Russians did relatively well against the armies of the Austro-Hungarian empire. By the end of 1916, however, the Germans had effectively ended Russia's ability to resist, although the Russians did not conclude aformal peace treaty (Brest-Litovsk) with the Central Powers until March 1918.

Germany's campaign of unrestricted submarine warfare against Great Britain brought the United States into the war on the Allied side in April 1917. American participation in the war provided the French and British with what they most needed: nearly unlimited munitions. In the summer of 1918, Allied offensives broke the stalemate in France. The Germans were forced to retreat, and the fighting ended with the signing of an armistice in November 1918.

The task of making the final peace settlement was in the hands of the Paris Peace Conference, which met in 1919-1920. A year earlier, in January 1918, President Wilson had presented his proposals for a peace based on principles of justice. In the Fourteen Points, he called for open diplomacy, freedom of the seas, free trade, and a reduction of armaments, and he urged self-determination for the subject peoples of the German, Austro-Hungarian, and Ottoman empires. In the fourteenth point, Wilson endorsed the creation of "a general association of nations." The League of Nations became the central part of Wilson's vision of the postwar world, and the Fourteen Points as a whole put the United States on a collision course with the European Allies. 

STUDY GUIDE FOR THE
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
In the fall of 1915 Czar Nicholas II took personal command of the Russian army and left the government to his wife Alexandra. A religious woman, she largely fell under the control of the "mad monk" Rasputin a self proclaimed holy man who claimed the power to stop the bleeding of the hemophiliac son of the empress. By the end of 1916, Russia was no longer able to sustain military operations against the Central Powers. The economy was in chaos, and the power of the government had all but evaporated.

 

In early 1917 strikes and demonstrations erupted in the Russian capital of Petrograd (formerly St. Petersburg). In March 1917, Tsar Nicholas II abdicated. (NOTE: In 1917 Russia still used the Julian Calendar, which by now was 13 days behind the Gregorian Calandar. Whenusing the Julian calandar the disturbances in Petrograd occurr in late February and for this reason the revolution is frequently referred to as the February Revolution). The new Provisional Government lead by Prince George Lvov, a nobleman, and Alexander Kerensky, a member of the socialist party, failed to establish its effective control over the country. In an attempt to restore order the Petrograd Soviet (council) passed Army Order Number 1 which deprived officers of their authorrity and placed power in the elected committees of common soldeiers. 

 

In the spring of 1917 Vladimir Lenin leader of the Bolsheviks presented his April Theses which urged a proletarian socialist revooution. The Bolsheviks called for "Peace, Land and Bread." When General Kornilov attempted to seize power and establish a military dictatorship the Provisional Government and the Bolsheviks killed the threat. In the November Revolution, Vladimir Lenin and the Bolsheviks took power when a unit of the Red Guards seized the majority of the government buildings. The new government was called the Council of People's Commissars and with Lenin serving as chairman, began to create the world's first Communist society. To augment his plans, Lenin introduced War Communism, the concept of total war to the civil conflict. In this mode industries were nationalized and grain supplies were seized. The Cheka (secret police) was reestabilshed to root out enemies of the party. After the war Lenin introduced the NEP (New Economic Policy to restore the Russian economy. Under this plan there was some private ownership of property.

 

Following Lenin's death in 1924, Joseph Stalin gradually estabished his authority. In the Five Year Plans, which began in 1928, Stalin sought to reorganize the country's economy, eliminating capitalism and promoting the development of heavy industry and the collectivization of agriculture. Stalin's rule was also marked by the Great Purge, the dictator's attempt to eliminate any possible opposition to his absolute authority.

STUDY GUIDE FOR
EUROPE FROM 1919-1939
 

In general only the period 1924-30 could be considered stable and during this time France had to deal with the inflation menace and Great Britin experienced the only general strike in its history. Spain was in fairly constant turmoil from 1919 to 1939.

 

GREAT BRITAIN
Economically the First World War had cost $40 billion, 1/3 of Britin's shipping, over 15% of its foreign investments many of its overseas markets. Prime Minister David Lloyd George gave women over the age of 30 the right to vote and was also blamed for the poor handling of Irish Rebellion. While great blame has been laid on the government for not doing more for the economy it is known that by 1937 industrial production was 20% higher than it had been in 1929. Real wages for those employed had been rising and most Englishmen were actually paid higher than ever before and spent more money on recreation than ever before.

The Irish Home Rule Bill passed in 1914 was suspended for the duration of WWI. Ireland was dominated by the "Sinn Fein" (Ourselves Alone) and representatives from this group refused to sit in parliament. PM David Lloyd George launched a full repression of the Sinn Fein movement which lead to major violence involving the IRA (Irish Republican Army) using murder, arson, and bombs against British authority.

In 1921 an agreement was reached by which most of Ireland was given self-governing status and titled the Irish Free State. The six northern counties,which were Protestant and partly industrialized were dubbed Northern Ireland and members given seats in parliament. All this agreement did was allow new riots to break out.

THE STATUTE OF WESTMINSTER, established in 1931 created the framework for independence within the empire. It stated that the overseas dominions were now fully sovereign. This included the territories of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and the Irish Free State.

 

FRANCE
Nearly 10% of adult male population between 18 and 50 had been killed in the war and industrial production was about 60% of pre war levels. The Franc had lost 90% of its pre-war value. The election of Raymond Poincare, a conservative leader restored financial confidence and the Franc was stabilized at 5 cents which was 20% of its pre-war value. The return of Alsace and Lorraine and the iron and textile industries were a plus to the economy. French industry was narrow in scope and individual factories were small when compared with those of other countries.

The Depression caused several petty riots and rumors of radical party collusion and a financial fraud (The Stavisky Affair) which provided ammunition for the communists. Efforts to restore order lead to a major riot in 1934 which forced the government to resign and the bloodiest riots since 1871 and the Commune. Pierre Laval was elected foreign minister and then in a vote of confidence was made prime minister. He was conservative and offered only a policy of deflation. The more he lowered salaries the tighter France held to the gold standard and the deeper the economy fell.

The Popular Front won an overwhelming victory in 1936 and a new prime minister Leon Blum a socialist leader was in office. His first task was to deal with a sit-down strike by one million industrial workers to demanded better conditions. Blum quickly negotiated a settlement that provided for a 40 hour week, a minimun wage and paid vacations. The government went on to nationalize the Bank of France and a numbver of armament industries and to provide a marketing service for grain farmers

 

SPAIN
Spain had been neutral during WWI and had made a great profit from the sale of raw materials, textiles and metals to Britain and France during the war. After the war the bottom fell out of the economy resulting in wholesale riots and serious depression in industry. Catalonia was the center of 4 years of bloody labor riots. The army had been the major source of power but it proved to be inadequate in 1921 during Moroccan riots when 9,000 Spaniards were lost King Alfonse received most of the blame due to his poor handling of the crisis. To save the Crown Miguel Primo de Rivera established martial law in 1923. The Government was solely military and had no political or ideological basis. The Spanish monarchy fell in 1931 due to general lack of trust and support. A democratic repuiblic was proclaimed but it alienated the Catholics (majority of population) by denying right to a Catholic education for all children. In 1934 the Socialists and Communists launched a revolution in north Spain.

GERMANY
At the conclusion of World War I The German Emperor (William II) was forced to abdicate and the Social Democrats became the dominate political power. In spite of the fact that the Social Democrats (SPD) created freedom of speech and the eight hour work day they remained unpopular. After a attempted overthrow by the Spartacists (a Marxist Left party) an election (allowed for universal suffrage) was called to creat a Constituent Assembly from a coalition of Social and Liberal Democrats. This group drafted a constitution which created the Weimar Republic. The major detractor to the success of the republic was the runaway inflation which was tied to the government's attempts to meet its reparation payment from World War I. These events culminated in A 1923 invasion of the Ruhr by the French and the German failure to meet their international payment schedule. During the period of the 1920's the United Sates offered two plans to aid the beleaguered Germans. The 1924 Dawes Plan provided loans and the 1929 Young Plan set limits on the reparations.

 

PEACE VENTURES
The 1920's saw several moves toward attempting to maintain peace in Europe. The Washington Conference of 1921 provided a plan to reduce naval arms while the Locarno Treaty, signed in 1925, formalized the border between France and Germany while limiting German territory in the east as well. Finally, the Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928 officially ended war as an instrument of national policy.

FASCISM
Fascism was a dominant force in politics from 1918 to 1945. It was also an international movement. Although it was stronger in some countries than in others there was not a single country that was not infected with it.

The Fascists identified four enemies of mankind. In order, they were: the Jews, International Communism (ideas of Mark and Lenin lead to the degradation of the individual), Capitalism (Fascist were the voice of the little man), Democracy and Liberalism (These were detestable because the Fascist world view was diametrically opposed to their concept of a ordered hierarchy).

Fascist leaders were the inheritors of the cultural pessimism that was rampant in the late 19th century. They gave political form to a widespread revolt against the modern world, against decadence of the city, immorality, liberalism and free thought. Hitler and Mussolini stepped onto the stage of history (they were actors) at a time when violence, social unrest and instability were the order of the day. It was their goal to not only be men of destiny but to set the stage for the centuries of future fascist leaders who were to follow. Mussolini was essentially a man of action. Ideology was of secondary importance to him. This was not developed until after he was in power. Hitler was just the opposite. Ideology determined his every action. His central thought was on world Jewry. For Hitler, propaganda, terror and violence were always a means to an end.
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