AP European History

Study Questions

Chapter 19: A Revolution in Politics: The Era of the French Revolution and Napoleon
The Beginning of the Revolutionary Era: The American Revolution
1. What were the causes of the American Revolution?

2. How did Enlightenment thought influence the formation of the government of the United States?

3. Discuss the impact of the American Revolution on Europe.

 Background to the French Revolution
4. Describe the First, Second and Third Estates.

5. How did the French social system cause (long-range) the French Revolution?

6. What were the immediate causes of the French Revolution (1780s)?

7. Why was the government forced to summon the Estates-General?

8. Describe the Estates-General?

9. What issue immediately divided the meeting of the Estates-General?
10.  How was the National Assembly created?
11. What was the Tennis Court Oath?

12. What was the cause of the fall of the Bastille? On what date? Significance?

13. What causes the peasant rebellions?  What was the Great Fear?
14. What happened on the night of August 4, 1789?

15. Describe the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen.  

16. Why did the women of Paris march on Versailles?  What was the result?
17. What was the significance of the Civil Constitution of the Clergy?

18. List the provisions of the Constitution of 1791.

19. How did other European nations react to the Revolution?
20. Why did the National Convention break apart? 

21. Describe the political positions of the Girondins, the Mountain and the Paris Commune.

22. Why was the king executed?

23. What is the significance of the Vendee rebellion?

24. Why was the Committee of Public Safety created?  Who were its leaders? What were its goals?  How did it accomplish its goals?

25. How was the French national army different than previous European armies?

26. Describe the Reign of Terror.

27. Describe the Republic of Virtue.  List some major reforms.

28. How did the Revolution influence the colony of Saint Domingue and slavery?

29. What were causes for the collapse of the Committee of Public Safety?
30. What was the Thermidorian Reaction?
31. List the provisions of the Constitution of 1795.

32. Describe the era of the Directory.  Why did the government ultimately collapse?

The Age of Napoleon
33. Describe Napoleon’s early life.
34. Explain the factors that led to his rise to power.

35. List the provisions of the Constitution of 1799.

36. What were the provisions of the Concordat of 1801?

37. What is the significance of the Civil Code?  List some examples.

38. Describe how Napoleon reformed the French bureaucracy.

39. How did other European nations deal with Napoleon?  What happened?
40. Describe Napoleon’s Grand Empire.
41. What were the two main causes for the collapse of the Grand Empire?

42. What was the Continental System?  How did it collapse?

43. How did the rise of nationalism cause the decline of the Grand Empire?

44. What was the first step in the fall of Napoleon?

45. What island was Napoleon exiled to? What happened?

46. What island was Napoleon ultimately exiled to?
