AP European History

Study Questions

Chapter 18: The Eighteenth Century: European States, International Wars and Social Change

The European States

1. List the characteristics of “natural rights” theory.

2. According to the philosophes, what were the characteristics of an Enlightenment ruler?

3. List three “Enlightened Despots.”

4. How did France change under the leadership of Cardinal Fleury?

5. Describe Louis XV.  Who was Madame de Pompadour?

6. Describe the British political system in the eighteenth century.  What was the role of the aristocracy? Monarchy?

7. Explain how British parliamentary elections worked.

8. What is the significance of Robert Walpole? William Pitt the Elder? William Pitt the Younger?

9. List the causes for the decline of the Dutch Republic.

10. Describe the reign of Fredrick William I. Outline the class structure of Prussian society.

11. Describe the reign of Fredrick II (the Great).

12. Describe the reign of Maria Theresa.

13. Describe the reign of Joseph II.

14. Describe the reign of Catherine the Great.

15. List the causes for the destruction of Poland.

16. What happened to Spain and Portugal in the eighteenth century?

17. Describe the reign of King Gustavus III of Sweden.

18. According to the text, why is Joseph II the only true Enlightened Despot?

Wars and Diplomacy

19. Describe the “balance of power” theory.

20. Describe the “reason of state” theory.

21. List the causes and effects of the War of the Austrian Succession (1740-1748).

22. List the causes and effects of the Seven Years’ War (1756-1763).

23. List the characteristics of eighteenth century European armies and warfare.

Economic Expansion and Social Change

24. Why and how did European populations increase during the eighteenth century?

25. Describe the structure of eighteenth century European families.

26. Describe eighteenth century marriage practices and its impact on birthrates.

27. List the causes and effects of the eighteenth century agricultural revolution.

28. List the news methods of finance that emerged in the eighteenth century.

29. Describe the textile industry.

30. Describe the “putting out” or “domestic” systems of production.

31. What is meant by “cottage industry?”

32. What is the significance of Richard Arkwright.

The Social Order of the Eighteenth Century

33. How did Enlightenment thought challenge the traditional social order?

34.  What is the difference between a free peasant and a serf?

35. Describe the life of an eighteenth century peasant.

36. Describe the life of an eighteenth century aristocrat.

37. Describe life in an eighteenth century town/city.

38. How did European society view and deal with poverty.

