AP European History

Study Questions

Chapter 14: Europe and the World: New Encounters (1500-1800)

On the Brink of a New World

1. List the non-European groups that Europeans interacted with during the medieval period.

2. How did the travels of the Polos contribute to desire for European exploration?

3. What were the economic motives for European expansion?

4. What were the religious motives for European expansion?

5. How did the centralization of Renaissance monarchies contribute to European expansion?

6. How did Ptolemy’s Geography contribute to European expansion?

7. List the technological advancements that contributed to European expansion.

New Horizons: The Portuguese and Spanish Empires

8. How did Prince Henry the Navigator contribute to European expansion?

9. Why did the Portuguese establish forts along the west coast of Africa?

10. Explain the significance of Bartholomeu Dias, Vasco da Gama and Alfonso de Albuquerque.

11. How did the Portuguese seize the spice trade from Arab merchants? What technological advancements allowed them to be successful?

12. What strategy did the Spanish use to gain access to the spice trade?

13. Explain the significance of Christopher Columbus?

14. Explain the significance of each of the following:

a. John Cabot

b. Pedro Cabral

c. Amerigo Vespucci

d. Vasco Nunez de Balboa

e. Ferdinand Magellan

15. How did the Treaty of Tordesillas divide the New World?

16. Discuss the way in which Hernan Cortes was able to conquer the Aztecs.

17. Discuss the way in which Francisco Pizarro was able to conquer the Incas.

18. Describe the Spanish encomienda system.

19. How did the Spanish govern their New World colonies?

New Rivals on the World Stage

20. What was the purpose of the Dutch East India Company?

21. Who were the Boers?

22. How did the development of sugar cane lead to the African slave trade?

23. How many Africans were enslaved during the 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th centuries?

24. Why were so many Africans enslaved?

25. What were the effects of the African slave trade?

26. Why were the Portuguese unable to dominate Southeast Asia?

27. How did the Dutch and English replace the Portuguese in Asia?

28. What is the significance of Sir Robert Clive?

29. Discuss the ways in which Europeans tried to trade with China and Japan.

30. How did the British, Dutch and French colonize North America?

Toward a World Economy

31. Describe the economic conditions of Europe in the sixteenth century.

32. How did joint-stock companies contribute to the growth of commercial capitalism?

33. What is the significance of the Bank of Amsterdam?

34. Describe mercantilism.

The Impact of European Expansion

35. How did European expansion affect each of the following groups:

a. Native Americans.

b. Chinese and Japanese.

c. Africans.

36. Explain the role that the Catholic Church played in European expansion.

37. How did European expansion affect Europeans?

