AP European History

Study Questions

Chapter 12: Recovery and Rebirth: The Age of the Renaissance

Meaning and Characteristics of the Italian Renaissance 

1. Define the term “Renaissance.”  When and where did it occur?

2. List the characteristics of the Italian Renaissance.

The Making of Renaissance Society

3. Describe the Hanseatic League.

4. Explain how the Hanseatic League affected the economy of Europe.

5. What role did the Medici family play in the economy of Florence?

6. Describe the European social system at the time of the Renaissance (Estate system).

7. Describe the life of a Renaissance noble.

8. What was the significance of Castiglione’s The Book of the Courtier? What ideal did the book promote?

9. Describe the life of a Renaissance peasant.

10. Describe the life of a Renaissance townsperson.

11. Explain the role that slavery played in Renaissance Europe.

12. Explain the role of each of the following components of the Renaissance family:

a. Father.

b. Mother.

c. Children.

d. Husband/Wife

The Italian States in the Renaissance

13. List and describe each of the five Italian city-states.

14. Define the foreign policy known as “balance of power” and how it was used in Renaissance Italy.

15. How and why did France and Spain begin wars in Italy?

16. How did modern diplomacy emerge in the Italian city-states?

17. What is the significance of Niccolo Machiavelli?

18. Summarize the book The Price.

The Intellectual Renaissance in Italy

19. List and describe the two characteristics of the Italian Renaissance.

20. Describe Renaissance humanism.

21. Explain the significance of Petrarch.

22. Explain the significance of Leonardo Bruni and Lorenzo Valla.

23. How did Marsilio Ficino and Giovanni Pico della Mirandola influence Renaissance philosophy?

24. How did Renaissance humanists view education? What was the goal of an ideal Renaissance education?

25. Explain the significance of Johannes Gutenberg.

26. How did the printing press contribute to the Renaissance?

27. How did Renaissance art differ from medieval art?

28. How did each of the following artists contribute to the Renaissance?

· Leonardo da Vinci

· Masaccio

· Sandro Botticelli

· Donato di Donatello

· Filippo Brunelleschi

· Raphael

· Michelangelo

29. Describe the art of the Northern Renaissance.

30. How did each of the following artists contribute to the Northern Renaissance?

· Jan van Eyck

· Albrecht Durer

31. Describe Renaissance music.

The European State in the Renaissance

32. How did each of the following strengthen the French monarchy?

· Charles VII

· Louis XI

33. How did Henry VII strengthen the English monarchy?

34. How did Ferdinand and Isabella strengthen the Spanish monarchy?

35. Why did the Holy Roman Empire fail to develop a strong centralized monarchy?

36. How did monarchies develop in each of the following eastern European nations?

· Poland

· Bohemia

· Hungary

· Russia

37. Describe the extent of the Ottoman Empire.

The Church in the Renaissance

38. Explain the significance of John Wyclif and John Hus.

39. Describe the significance of each of the following Renaissance popes.

· Julius II

· Sixtus IV

· Alexander VI

· Leo X

