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1450-1600

Problems
· Disintegration of medieval institutions

· Church-state relationship

· Relationship of a universal church to nationalistic movements

· Relationship of the government to the economic life of a country

· Formation of a unified nation-state

· Location and governance of colonial areas

Topics

· Greek and Roman Heritage

· Europe in the Middle Ages

· Migration and Settlement Patterns

· Early Church Organizations

· Institutions of Feudalism and Serfdom

· Intellectual Life

· The Consequences of the Crusades

· End of the Medieval World

· The Black Death

· Hundred Years War

· War of the Roses

· The Renaissance

· Italian Peninsula and Southern Europe

· The North

· Roman Catholic Church

· Corruption

· Renaissance Popes

· Protestant Reformation

· Martin Luther and the Beginnings of the Reformation

· Reform Tradition in Central Europe

· English Reformation

· The Counter (Catholic) Reformation

· Council of Trent

· Missionary Work to Convert and Re-Convert 

· Europe Rediscovers the World
· Africa/Asia/Western Hemisphere

· The “Exchange” (Columbian Exchange)
· Commercial Revolution

· Monetary Changes

· Class Structure

· Changing Production Methods

· Emergence of Nation-States

· The German Question

· The Italian Question

· Centralization of Power

· Social and Cultural Setting

· Demographic Issues

· Daily Life

· Intellectual Trends

· Scientific Trends

· Technology Trends

· Arts and Letters

Renaissance
· The re-definition of the universe leads to a new definition of personal identity

· The Classical Period serves as a model for intellectual and cultural development

· Italy’s location and her wealthy merchants combine to form a matrix for the beginning of the Renaissance

· The nations of Western Europe follow Italy’s lead but adapt the intellectual and cultural forms to their own societies

Main Ideas

· Humanism

· New definition of man

· Focus on this world

· Involvement in civics

· Individual credit for achievement

· Curiosity about geographic limits

· Awareness of manners and morals 

· Interest and involvement in intellectual, aesthetic and athletic endeavors

· Interest in the Classical World

· Search for authentic sources

· Importance of Latin and Greek among educated

· Renewed interest in science, medicine and math – Copernican Theory

· Technological Developments

· Weaponry

· Transportation

· Design of sailing ships

· Canal building

· Cartography

· Printing press

· Mining techniques

· Cultural Developments

· Arts

· Patrons from the Church hierarchy, Royal Courts and bourgeoisie

· Emphasis on both religious and secular subjects

· Painting and Sculpture

· Return to classical ideals

· Representation of reality

· Space and perspective

· Expression of faces

· Nude figures

· Oils

· Literature

· Use of vernacular language

· Appearance of books on manners

· Taste for satire, drama, and poetry

· Music

· Secular as well as religious

· Increase in the number of instruments

· Architecture

· Dominance of Gothic

· Introduction of Classical and Baroque

· Italian Peninsula

· Reasons for origins

· Some retention of the classical tradition

· Contact with the East and Islamic learning

· University education for more than pure theological studies

· Concentration of wealth in the urban centers with the merchant oligarchies

· Concentration of talent in Florence and other city-states

· Reasons for decline

· Intercity rivalries

· Invasions from neighboring France, Spain and German States

· Gradual loss of trade monopoly with the East

· Restrictions and prohibitions by the Church during the Counter Reformation

· Northern Renaissance

· Re-examination of basic precepts of philosophy and religion

· Evolution of the role of the university

· Advances in the arts and sciences

The Reformation
· People prior to Martin Luther question the practices and doctrines of the RCC

· Martin Luther successfully opposes the RCC with the support of a powerful Elector

· The emergence of Protestantism leads to the breakup of Christian unity in Western Europe – beginning age of religious conflict

· The printing press allows the protests to be heard throughout Europe

· The closer to Rome, the more likely a state was to remain RC

· Because it rejected authority, Protestantism split into many denominations and sects

· During the Counter Reformation, many of the RCC’s abuses were corrected, but the Church’s doctrine remained firm

Main Ideas

· RCC in the Renaissance

· Concerns with the Church hierarchy

· Babylonian Captivity

· Time of three Popes

· Clerical morals

· Disinterested higher clergy

· Uneducated priests

· Issues of appointment and power

· Lay investiture

· Simony

· Pluralism and absenteeism

· Financial concerns

· Personal expenditures of the clergy

· Expenditures for public buildings

· Sale of indulgences

· Protest of Martin Luther

· Forerunners of Martin Luther

· Hussites

· Lollards

· Immediate concerns about the authority of Rome

· Sale of indulgences

· Morality of the papacy and the clergy

· Theological concerns

· Faith vs. works

· Role of intermediaries

· Place of the Bible

· Number of sacraments

· Celibacy of clergy

· Changes in worship services

· New role for laity

· Centrality of scriptures

· Importance of sermon

· Use of vernacular

· Response to the protest

· Support from a growing number of princes

· Revolt of the peasants who misread Luther

· Growing number of different Protestant groups

· Anabaptists

· Calvinists

· Anglicans

· Results of Protest Movements

· Split in Western European Christian world

· Northern Europe primarily Protestant

· Southern Europe RC

· Response of the RCC

· Council of Trent (1545-1563)

· Re-affirmation of theological doctrines

· Attempt to end corrupt practices

· Publication of the Index of Prohibited Books
· Re-activation of Inquisitions

· Growing influence of Jesuit missionary work

· Growing anti-Semitism

· Religious wars

· Conflicts between Catholics and Protestants w/i many of the German States

· Peace of Augsburg (1555)

· French Catholics vs. French Huguenots

· English Catholics vs. English Anglicans 

Exploration

· The development of new technologies allow Western Europe to explore and exploit

· Spain and Portugal take the lead in establishing overseas colonies

· The Colombian Exchange between the Old World and the Western Hemisphere has a dramatic impact on both areas

· The Atlantic nations compete with each other for riches beyond the Atlantic

· The shift of commerce from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic leads to a corresponding shift of power to Western Europe

· A new economic system, mercantilism, emerges in Western Europe

Major Ideas

· Exploration

European Interests

· Spain and Portugal

· Atlantic Islands

· Desire to gain access to the spices of the East

· Portugal-Route around Africa

· Spain – East by sailing west

· Spain’s discovery of Western Hemisphere

· Division of the world between Spain and Portugal

· Treaty of Tordesillas 1494

· England, France and the Dutch

· Desire to compete for trade and territory in Asia and, by the end of the century, in the Western Hemisphere

Consequences of the new trade and new technologies

· Influx of gold and silver into Europe

· Competition for “new wealth” among the European countries

· Piracy

· Conflicts and claims

· “Exchange”

· Culture

· Tradition

· Language

· Religion

· Technology

· Disease

· Foodstuffs

· Crops

· Animals

· Demographic

· Depopulation of the Western Hemisphere

· Repopulation of the Western Hemisphere

· Depopulation of Africa

· Initial emigration from Europe

· Commercial Revolution

· Market structure

· Location and development of early towns

· Crossroads of trade

· Sites of Medieval Fairs

· Early dominance of Italian cities

· Capital accumulation

· Introduction of banking services

· Private enterprise by local craftsmen

· Rise of textile industry

· Labor

· Stratified structure

· Availability of labor supply

· Decline of serfdom in Western Europe

· Economic prospects of fifteenth and sixteenth century Western Europe

· Population growth

· Improved banking and credit systems

· Technological breakthroughs in agriculture, mining and metallurgy

· Growth of the “putting out” system

· Rise of national and international entrepreneurs
· Increase trade among European states

· Overseas expansion to the East and to the West

· Government policy

· Taxation

· Mercantilism

· Accumulation of wealth

· Exchange of finished goods for raw materials

· Need for colonies

· Support for new industries and enterprises

· Economic problems in fifteenth and sixteenth century Western Europe

· Causes of the price revolution

· Influx of gold and silver

· Rising costs of industrial production

· Rising costs of agricultural production

· Increased demand for agricultural goods

· Exploitation of less fertile regions

· Series of bad harvests

· Fixed income among the nobility

Early Nationalism

· Some areas of Western Europe evolve into nation-states

· The concept of the Holy Roman Empire prevents unification of states in what would have later become Italy and Germany

Major Ideas

· Formation of nation-states

· An end to feudal infighting

· Delineation of territorial boundaries

· Development of national treasuries

· Creation of national armies to protect national borders

· Development of a common justice system

· On the Italian Peninsula

· Machiavellian ideas

· Issues of power

· Means vs. ends

· Obligations of the ruler

· Concern with diplomacy

· Importance and impact of a unified state

· Differences from other areas of Europe

· Development of large urban centers

· Monopoly on trade with the East

· Merchants, bankers, traders and manufacturers

· Reasons for failure to unify

· Competition among city-states

· Family or oligarchic control

· German interest in affairs of the peninsula

· Invasion by surrounding powers

· German States

· Reasons for failure to unify

· Loosely defined groups

· Division into individual principalities

· Nominal rule by the HRE

· Interest in the Italian peninsula

· Religious struggles between Protestants and Catholics

· Economic opportunity

· Hanseatic League

· Trading center for Europe

· Powerful influence on Baltic Sea trade

· Center for Fugger banking

· Development of a Spanish Nation

· Union of Aragon and Castile

· Demand of the Cortes of Castile for an end to lawlessness in the nation

· Establishment of a state religion – RC

· Creation of the Inquisition 1483
· Expulsion of the Jews 1492

· Conquest of the Moors 1492

· Interaction with Europe

· Charles V and the Hapsburg lands

· Connection between Spain and Central Europe

· Wars against Muslim Turks and Protestant Christians

· Division of Spanish and Austrian Hapsburg lands upon abdication of Charles V

· Problems in the reign of Philip II

· Economic decline

· Lag in industrial development

· Failure of mercantilist policies

· Separateness of Spanish states

· Preoccupation with defense of Catholicism

· Revolt of Spanish Netherlands

· Military decline after defeat of Armada 1588

· Development of a unified England

· War of the Roses

· Rivalry for the throne

· Results

· Decreased size of nobility

· Union of House of York and Lancaster = Tudor Dynasty

· Henry VII and the unification of England

· Government stability with authority of Monarch

· Creation of royal justice system with the Star Chamber

· Prohibition of private armies

· Fiscal responsibility

· No Continental intervention

· Growth of national treasury

· Henry VIII and the consolidation of power

· Continuation of policies and institutions of Henry VII

· Break with Rome and RCC

· Establishment of the Church of England

· Minimal theological changes from RCC in Six Acts

· King, Head of Church in Act of Supremacy

· Redistribution of monastic lands to loyal aristocrats

· Defeat of the Scots

· Elizabeth I and the continuation of nation-building

· Consolidation of the power of Monarch

· Development of the creed for the state Church of Eng

· Continuation of fiscal responsibility

· Involvement in Continental Affairs

· “The Marriage Game”

· Support for Spanish Netherlands

· Defeat of Spanish Armada

· Interest in an overseas empire

· Piracy and support for the “sea dogs”

· “Lost Colony”

· Internal problems in the British Isles

· Protestant religious dissent with the rise of the Puritans

· Real and imagines plots of Catholic minority

· Religious strife in Ireland

· France

· Louis XI 1461-1483

· Expansion of borders

· Estb of law and order

· Creation of a royal army

· Establishment of royal mail service

· A national tax system

· Francis I 1515-15457

· Extension of royal authority

· Nomination of bishops-Concordat of Bologna 1516

· Creation of the Inner Council

· Desire for overseas Empire

· Internal problems

· Civil wars following the death of Henry II
Religious strife between Catholics and Huguenots

· St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre

· Temporary cessation of religious strife

· Conversion of Henry IV to Catholicism

· Issuance of Edict on Nantes 1598

· External Problems

· Costly wars on Italian peninsula

