Aurora Lobatos
Public Opinion and Polling
 

Vocabulary:
 

Political socialization- the process by which we develop our political opinions, attitudes, and values.
Attentive public-those who follow public affairs closely
Nonvoters- people who are rarely interested in politics or public affairs and rarely vote
Part time citizens- people that participate selectively in politics
 

Abstracts:
 

         Most adults are set into their opinions and only a harsh experience (war, economic depression, or job loss) may shock people out of their opinions
         Some political opinions only change very little because they are a part of our core values 
         Politicians can help shape people’s attitudes by introducing different points of view and giving the public more information
         In the past, it was hard to measure public opinion but technology has made it easy
         More than 80% of newspapers and half of all television stations conduct their own polls
         Public opinion can shape policy and policy can shape public opinion
         Typically, elected officials seek to follow public opinion in order to be reelected
         Politicians use polls to determine where and how to campaign and to decide whether it is beneficial to campaign in a certain area or at all
         Opinions are turned into concrete decisions in elections
         Most people begin to form their opinions in childhood based on influences from family, school and the media
 


Most people are relatively set into their political beliefs because of influences in their youth. Their families and such things as economic and social class, religion, ethnicity and racial attitudes are major factors in forming their opinions of politicians and government policy. Issues such as abortion, the death penalty, and doctor assisted suicide are a part of people’s core values and are therefore unlikely to change. On the other hand people may change their opinions on some topics once they learn more about a topic.

Historically it was very difficult for political leaders to measure public opinion but today, with the help of technology, it has become much easier. Television and the internet not only make it easier for the public to become politically aware but have also made polling easier. Most newspapers and television stations conduct their own polls.

Elected officials, especially legislators, pay attention to public opinion polls to determine where and how to campaign and even whether or not to campaign at all. Prior to national conventions, political analysts pay special attention to the polls to see which hopeful has the most political appeal and public support.
 

Necessities:
 

The most important things to remember are…
         Public opinion can shape policy and policy can shape public opinion (ex. During the Vietnam war public opinion played a huge role on the rate of troop withdrawal)
         The benefits of public polling would not be possible without developments in technology. Before television and the internet it was extremely difficult for politicians to measure public opinion.
 

For Further Information:  Look in the text book on pages 176-79.
