	UNIT 2:   Foundations of the Three Branches of Government
Name:_____________________________________________________________                         Hr:______       

Summary:   The Framers of the United States Constitution intended to establish, in the words of James Madison, an "energetic" and effective government, one capable of fulfilling the purposes for which it was created. The Constitution provides for institutions that facilitate the formation of majorities on various issues at the same time as it limits the powers of those majorities to protect the basic liberties of the people. The Bill of Rights was adopted as an additional means of limiting the powers of the national government and has become central to the American idea of constitutional government. An understanding of the extent to which Americans have internalized the values and principles of the Constitution will contribute to an appreciation of the enduring influence of the Constitution as it has helped to shape the character of American society. Citizens must understand the fundamental ideas of American constitutional government and their history and contemporary relevance to develop a reasoned commitment to them, as well as to use them as criteria to evaluate their own behavior and the behavior of government officials. 

	Inquiry Question:

Does the U.S. Constitution guard against tyranny?
LT#

Learning Targets

Date

Textbook/Resource
2 A

I can identify and explain competing arguments about the origins of the state and the  purposes of the U.S. government. 
p. 7-11
2 B

Identify and provide examples of different forms of governmental structures.
p.12-14
2 C

I can compare and contrast parliamentary, federal, confederal, and unitary systems of government by analyzing similarities and differences in sovereignty, diffusion of power, and institutional structure.
p. 15-18
2 D

I can explain the historical and philosophical origins of American constitutional government and evaluate the influence of intellectual ideas. 
p. 30-32
2 E

I can explain the significance of the major debates and compromises underlying the formation and ratification of American constitutional government.
p.48-62
2 F
I can identify and explain the fundamental values of America’s constitutional republic.
p. 48-62
Key Vocabulary

Force Theory
Evolutionary Theory

Divine Right Theory

Social Contract Theory

Preamble

Democracy
Dictatorship
Autocracy

Oligarchy

Unitary Government 

Federal Government
Confederate Government

Presidential Government

Parliamentary Government

Limited Government
Representative Government

Magna Carta

Due Process

Petition of Right

English Bill of Rights

Thomas Hobbes
John Locke

Baron de Montesquieu

Articles of Confederation
Ratification

Virginia Plan

New Jersey Plan

Connecticut Compromise

Three-Fifths Compromise
Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist


	Learning Targets
	Date



	(LT 2A)   I can identify and explain competing arguments about the origins of the state purposes of government.
To learn this, I will…
To learn this, I will…

	

	Self-Assessment/Reflection


	(LT 2B)    Identify and provide examples of different forms of governmental structures.
To learn this, I will…
To learn this, I will…

	

	Self-Assessment/Reflection


	(LT 2C)   I can compare and contrast parliamentary, federal, confederal, and unitary systems of government by analyzing similarities and differences in sovereignty, diffusion of power, and institutional structure.
To learn this, I will…
To learn this, I will…

	

	Self-Assessment/Reflection


	(LT 2D)    I can explain the historical and philosophical origins of American constitutional government and evaluate the influence of intellectual ideas.
To learn this, I will…
To learn this, I will…

	

	Self-Assessment/Reflection



	(LT 2E)   I can explain the significance of the major debates and compromises underlying the formation and ratification of American constitutional government.
To learn this, I will…
To learn this, I will…

	

	Self-Assessment/Reflection



	(LT 2F)     I can identify and explain the fundamental values of America’s constitutional republic.
To learn this, I will…
To learn this, I will…

	

	Self-Assessment/Reflection




