Chapter 23: The Mass Society in an “Age of Progress”

 (1871-1894)

Key Individuals:
William Gladstone— 

The first liberal prime minister of Britain who expanded voting rights, initiated making payments for members of the House of Commons, and dealt with the Irish issues until the break-out of the First World War.
Otto von Bismarck—

The conservative German chancellor who helped unify Germany and made ingenious alliances with different countries to keep Europe in peace until Wilhelm II kicked him out of office.
Michael Bakunin—

He is a Russian thinker and anarchist who believed that in order to be free, people needed to bring down the state and all existing social institutions. He also believed that small groups of well-trained revolutionaries could perpetrate so much violence that the state and institutions would disintegrate. 
Key Events:

· Second Industrial Revolution
Cause: Substitution of iron for steel which made it possible for lighter, smaller, and more efficient machines and engines to be made. 
Effect: Electricity, new organic chemical compounds, photography, telephones, internal combustion engine, and other improvements that made industrialization, urbanization, new markets, and development more common.
· The Rise of Germany
Cause: Germany’s lag behind in the first industrial revolution made it possible for it to shift to the new techniques of the second industrial revolution.
Effect: Germany replaced G.B as the industrial leader of Europe. It improved the economy, science, and living conditions. 
· Eastern Europe Turmoil:
Cause: Weak economies, problems with ethnic minorities, reactionary governments, and lack of industrialization.  
Effect: Countries like Austria-Hungary and Russia became fragile and on the verge of revolutions. 
· Reforms in Britain:

Cause:  Expansion of voting rights.
Effect: Britain is more democratized and more reformers are able to push forth    acts for a better environment and hygiene. 
· Socialism:
Cause: The desire to improve working and living conditions.
Effect: Socialist political parties started emerging all over Europe as well as trade unions. Both became very successful and gained more support as time passed.
Abstracts:
· New inventions were being made that furthered the development and progress in Europe.

· Department stores were created.

· Tension between Great Britain and Germany as Germany becomes new economic leader of Europe.

· Industrialization in general happening all over Europe, with the exception of some of the Eastern countries.

· Women were gradually gaining more rights and allowed to work in what used to be male-dominated jobs.

· Socialist parties grow, especially in Germany, and gain a lot of popularity.

· Mass urbanization, education, and leisure. 

· Living conditions were so dire that governments began making improvements, including better housing, sewers, and hygiene.
· New classes due to better standard of living: the elite, the middle classes, and lower classes. 

· Government-funded education became available to the masses. 

· Working shifts, weekends, and mass leisure.

· France had a third republic and Paris Commune massacre.  
· Russia repeals earlier reforms and becomes a reactionary state under Alexander III and later Nicholas II.
Key Themes and Movements:

Political:
· Socialist parties

· Anarchists

· Paris Commune


Social:

· Mass education and leisure. 

· Small expansion in women rights

· New work patterns.

· Labor unions.


Economic:

· More prosperity
· New inventions

· White collar jobs

· Germany becomes new leader

· Austria-Hungary becomes poor

Environmental: 

· Edwin Chadwick
· Sewers
· Better houses
· Better healthcare and medicine
· Redesigned cities
· Fresh water
· Growth of cities
Cultural and Intellectual Movements:

Art:
Not discussed in this chapter particularly, but the art movement during this period is realism.

Literature:

No specific books mentioned, but mass newspapers were introduced.

Architecture:

New city designs, destroyed slums, and sewage system.

Philosophy:

Socialist, anarchist, nationalist/revisionist.

Necessities:
1. The Second Industrial Revolution is very important in this time period because it’s what sets off the “age of progress” and advancement of Europe.
2. Prosperity is the most important concept in this chapter because of how widespread it was during this time. Europe, in general, was becoming better, wealthier, and at its peak. 
3. The rise of Socialism is important because of what happens later in Europe as a result of it gaining popularity and political power. 
