




FRQ Terms

An essay can only begin to be correct if it directly answers the question. Therefore, it is important to understand the meanings of the following terms:

1. Analyze: explain how or why; make judgments. “Analyze the major social and technological changes that took place in European warfare between 1789 and 1871.” In this question, one would indicate what the changes were and how the changes influenced warfare.

2. Assess/Evaluate: judge the value or character of something; appraise the positive points and the negative ones; give an opinion regarding the value of; discuss the advantages and disadvantages. “’Martin Luther was both a revolutionary and a conservative.’ Evaluate this statement with respect to Luther’s responses to the political and social questions of his day.” In this question, one would have to define the terms “revolutionary” and “conservative” in the course of the essay. Secondly, one would have to indicate what the important political and social questions of the time were. Then, one would indicate what Luther’s responses were and how these responses were both revolutionary and conservative.

3. Compare: show the similarities and differences in qualities, ideas, events, actions, problems. “Compare the rise to power of fascism in Italy and Germany.” 

4. Contrast: show the differences. “Contrast the ways in which European skilled artisans of the mid-eighteenth century and European factory workers of the late nineteenth century differed in their work behavior and in their attitudes toward work.”

5. Describe: give an account of; tell about. “Describe the steps taken between 1832 and 1918 to extend the suffrage in England. What groups and movements contributed to the extension of the vote?”

6. Discuss: give a complete and detailed examination of the problem; show the pros and cons; indicate the various points of view; present the different sides of. “Discuss nineteenth century Romanticism as a conservative cultural and intellectual movement.”

7. Explain: make clear; make known in detail; make clear the causes or reasons for; show how something came about; then indicate why it came about. “Explain how economic, political, and religious factors promoted European explorations from about 1450 to 1525.”

8. Illustrate: make clear using examples. “Illustrate the ways in which Spain exploited her Latin American colonies in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.”

9. Interpret: explain the meaning; make plain; present your thinking about. “Interpret the reasons for the defeat of France in the Franco-Prussian War.”

10. Justify/Prove: establish the truth of something; present your evidence with concrete examples or logical reasons. "Prove that the Industrial Revolution was a benefit to humans.”

11. Review/Summarize: give major points in an organized sequence. “Review the causes of World War I.”

12. To What Extent: similar to justify. “To what extent was the Industrial Revolution a benefit to humans.”  
	How to Write a History Essay

	Structure of the Essay
· Answer the question! It may seem a bit obvious, but many history essays simply do not answer the question posed. 

 Introduction. Probably the key to any History Essay. It should state what you will do in the essay. Have a Thesis Statement that directly answers the question. The rest of the introduction should explain what to expect in the coming paragraphs. A strong introduction shows that you already know what you are doing before you start to write. 

Body. Here you offer historical evidence that supports what you were saying in the introduction. Each new paragraph should have a topic sentence which supports your Thesis Statement. The sentences in the paragraph should then support the paragraph's topic sentence. 

· Summary. For goodness' sake do not skim here. This is where you quickly remind the reader of the points you have made and how they support your Thesis Statement which answers the Question. A good way to remember how to do a summary is to ask yourself, "So, what was the point I was trying to make." 

Tips
· An essay with a strong conclusion, weak body, and strong summary is better than an essay with a weak introduction, enormous amount of information in the body, and weak summary. 

· Make sure your facts are relevant rather than related. An example: You are trying to explain how to write an essay and start using facts on the manufacture of paper. Now paper is related to an essay (you use it to write on) but it is not relevant to how to write an essay. 

Avoid
· Unnecessarily flowery language (use concise language and get to the point) 

· Irrelevant facts. They should all directly relate to the points you make. 

· Strong and highly opinionated statements without adequate factual support. 

· Dumping huge amounts of information rather than reasoning historically. 


[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
