© McDougal Littell Inc. All rights reserved.

MacArthur’s Farewell continued

Name

the command from the military standpoint forbade
victory. We could hold in Korea by constant maneu-
ver and at an approximate area where our supply
line advantages were in balance with the supply line
disadvantages of the enemy, but we could hope at
best for only an indecisive campaign, with its terri-
ble and constant attrition upon our forces if the
enemy utilized his full military potential.

I have constantly called for the new political
decisions essential to a solution. Efforts have been
made to distort my position. It has been said, in
effect, that I am a warmonger. Nothing can be fur-
ther from the truth. I know war as few other men
now living know it, and nothing to me is more
revolting. I have long advocated its complete aboli-
tion as its very destructiveness on both friend and
foe has rendered it useless as a means of settling
international disputes. . . .

But once war if forced upon us, there is no
other alternative than to apply every available
means to bring it to a swift end. War’s very object is
victory—not prolonged indecision. In war, indeed,
there can be no substitute for victory.

There are some who for varying reasons would
appease Red China. They are blind to history’s
clear lesson; for history teaches with unmistakable
emphasis that appeasement but begets new and
bloodier war. It points to no single instance where
the end has justified that means—where appease-
ment has led to more than a sham peace. Like
blackmail, it lays the basis for new and successively
greater demands, until, as in blackmail, violence
becomes the only other alternative. .

Why, my soldiers asked of me, surrender mili-
tary advantages to an enemy in the field? I could
not answer. Some may say to avoid spread of the
conflict into an all-out war with China; others, to
avoid Soviet intervention. Neither explanation
seems valid. For China is already engaging with the
maximum power it can commit and the Soviet will
not necessarily mesh its actions with our moves.
Like a cobra, any new enemy will more likely strike
whenever it feels that the relativity in military or
other potential is in its favor on a worldwide basis.

The tragedy of Korea is further heightened by
the fact that as military action is confined to its ter-
ritorial limits, it condemns that nation, which it is
our purpose to save, to suffer the devastating
impact of full naval and air bombardment, while
the enemy’s sanctuaries are fully protected from
such attack and devastation. Of the nations of the

world, Korea alone, up to now, is the sole one
which has risked its all against communism. The
magnificence of the courage and fortitude of the
Korean people defies description. They have cho-
sen to risk death rather than slavery. Their last
words to me were, “Don’t scuttle the Pacific.”

I have just left your fighting sons in Korea. They -
have met all tests there and I can report to you
without reservation they are splendid in every way.
It was my constant effort to preserve them and end
this savage conflict honorably and with the least
loss of time and a minimum sacrifice of life. Its
growing bloodshed has caused me the deepest
anguish and anxiety. Those gallant men will remain
often in my thoughts in my prayers always.

I am closing my fifty-two years of military ser-
vice. When I joined the Army, even before the turn
of the century, it was the fulfillment of all my boy-
ish hopes and dreams. The world has turned over
many times since I took the oath on the plain at
West Point, and the hopes and dreams have long
since vanished. But I still remember the refrain of
one of the most popular barrack ballads of that day
which proclaimed most proudly that—

Old soldiers never die;
they just fade away.

And like the old soldier of that ballad, I now
close my military career and just fade away—an old
soldier who tried to do his duty as God gave him
the light to see that duty.

Good-by.
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Discussion Questions

1. What parts of this speech excerpt do you find
the most persuasive? the least persuasive?

2. What do you think MacArthur’s attitude in this
speech is? To get a sense of his attitude, try
reading parts of the speech aloud as you think
he might have delivered it. Then, cite words and
phrases from the speech as evidence to support
your opinion.

3. After its investigation, Congress failed to agree on
whether to continue Truman’s policy of a limited
war in Korea. If you had been a member of
Congress at the time, how would you had voted?
Cite evidence from your textbook, as well as from
MacArthur’s speech, to support your opinion.
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