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President Truman’s dismissal of General MacArthur as Commander of the UN
forces in Korea sparked debate in Congress over Truman's strategy of fighting a
limited war in Korea. MacArthur was asked to address a Joint Session of
Congress as part of the congressional investigation into this issue. What follows
i is an excerpt of MacArthur’s speech in which he defends his position. As you

| read his speech, pay attention to the reasons he gives for expanding the war
and decide whether you agree with him.
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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and distinguished
members of the Congress:

I stand on this rostrum with a sense of deep
humility and great pride—humility in the wake of
those great American architects of our history who
have stood here before me, pride in the reflection
that this forum of legislative debate represents
human liberty in the purest form yet devised. Here
are centered the hopes, and aspirations, and faith
of the entire human race.

I do not stand here as advocate for any partisan
cause, for the issues are fundamental and reach
quite beyond the realm of partisan consideration.
They must be resolved on the highest plane of
national interest if our course is to prove sound and
our future protected. I trust, therefore, that you will
do me the justice of receiving that which I have to
say as solely expressing the considered viewpoint of
a fellow American. I address you with neither ran-
cor nor bitterness in the fading twilight of life with
but one purpose in mind—to serve my country. . . .

I now turn to the Korean conflict. While I was
not consulted prior to the President’s decision to

intervene in support of the Republic of Korea, that

decision from a military standpoint proved a sound
one as we hurled back the invaders and decimated
his forces. Our victory was complete and our objec-
tives within reach when Red China intervened with
numerically superior ground forces. This created a
new war and an entirely new situation—a situation
not contemplated when our forces were committed
against the North Korean invaders— a situation
which called for new decisions in the diplomatic
sphere to permit the realistic adjustment of military
strategy. Such decisions have not been forthcoming.
While no man in his right mind would advocate
sending our ground forces into continental China,
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and such was never given a thought, the new situa-
tion did urgently demand a drastic revision of
strategic planning if our political aim was to defeat
this new enemy as we had defeated the old.

Apart from the military need as I saw it to neu-
tralize the sanctuary protection given the enemy
north of the Yalu, I felt that military necessity in
the conduct of the war made mandatory:

1. The intensification of our economic blockade
against China.

2. The imposition of a naval blockade against
the China coast.

3. Removal of restrictions on air reconnaissance
of China’s coast areas and of Manchuria.

4. Removal of restriction on the forces of the
Republic of China on Formosa [Taiwan] with logis-
tical support to contribute to their effective opera-
tions against the common enemy.

For entertaining these views, all professionally
designed to support our forces committed to Korea
and bring hostilities to an end with the least possi-
ble delay and at a saving of countless American and
Allied lives, I have been severely criticized in lay
circles, principally abroad, despite my understand-
ing that from a military standpoint the above views
have been fully shared in the past by practically
every military leader concerned with the Korean
campaign, including our own Joint Chiefs of Staff.

I called for reinforcements, but was informed
that reinforcements were not available. I made
clear that if not permitted to destroy the buildup :
bases north of the Yalu; if not permitted to utilize
the friendly Chinese force of some 600,000 men on
Formosa [Taiwan]; if not permitted to blockade the.
China coast to prevent the Chinese Reds from get-
ting succor from without; and if there were to be
no hope of major reinforcements, the position of
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