Developing Effective Counterarguments 
	MY SIDE & ONE OR MORE SUPPORTS (WHY?)
	THREE PARTS OF EFFECTIVE COUNTERARGUMENTS

	MY SIDE: High schools should definitely not ban sugary and fatty foods from being sold on their campuses.

WHY?  We will get junk food somewhere else; financially hurts clubs who have bake sales; will really hurt school lunch programs
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OTHER SIDE:  Many people feel junk food should be banned…
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SUPPORT FOR WHY OTHERS THINK THIS WAY:  

Eating junk food promotes obesity                                                                                                  
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REFUTING THE COUNTERARGUMENT (WHY THEY ARE WRONG?)

Obesity is caused by many other factors than just what a        

person eats.  An unhealthy lifestyle with little or no exercise 

combined with frequent overeating of all types of food is the 

main cause of obesity, not the purchase of occasional snacks 

from a vending machine at school.

	MY SIDE:  Making copies of CD’s I have purchased is certainly my right…

WHY?  I paid $16.99 for the CD, and it is mine to share.
	OTHER SIDE:  Musicians oppose the sharing of music without paying for it.


SUPPORT FOR WHY OTHERS THINK THIS WAY:  

They do not make any money

REFUTING THE COUNTERARGUMENT (WHY THEY ARE WRONG?)

The idea that the musical artists are not making money is ridiculous.  

First, we already paid for the CD or download that we want to share 

so the artist and songwriter already made money from it.  Additionally, 

they will continue to make a great deal of money from the concerts 

and appearances.

	MYSIDE:  The local government does not have the right to establish curfews for students under the age of 18.

WHY?  Curfew decisions should be made by families, not the government.
	OTHER SIDE: Teenagers will get into less trouble 

if they have to be at home or accompanied by adults 

during the evening hours.

SUPPORT FOR WHY OTHERS THINK THIS WAY:  

Teenagers do not have the ability to make good 

decisions about their safety or social lives.

REFUTING THE COUNTERARGUMENT: (WHY THEY ARE WRONG?)

                                                                                                                   



	MY SIDE:  School officials should definitely not be allowed to conduct unannounced searches of students’ lockers.

WHY?  Students would be denied their right to privacy.
	OTHER SIDE: 

SUPPORT FOR WHY OTHERS THINK THIS WAY:  


REFUTING THE COUNTERARGUMENT: (WHY THEY ARE WRONG?)
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