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Congress
Big Ideas
Section One: The National Legislature 
Our Congress is __________, which means that it is made up of two houses or chambers. This structure was selected for three reasons: 

1. _______________


The British __________ had consisted of two houses since the 1300’s 
Of the states, all but __________ and __________ had two houses in their legislatures by 1787 


Today, only __________ has a single house legislature 
2. _______________


A two-chambered body settled a conflict between __________ and __________ 

The __________ wanted to distributes seats in Congress in proportion to the population 

Smaller states demanded an __________ voice in Congress 
3. _______________


The Framers knew that one house might act as a __________ on the other 
Each term in Congress will last for __________ years. 
Originally, each new term began on __________, though that date was changed to __________ by the __________ Amendment in _________. 
Each term is broken into __________ sessions. 
While Congress may remain in session for most of the year, each house will __________ for several short periods during a session.  
Neither house may __________ without the consent of the other.  
The President may call Congress into __________ session to deal with emergencies.  
This last happened in __________, when President ____________ called one to deal with the aftermath of WWII.  
Congress
Big Ideas

Section Two: The House of Representatives 
	Qualifications for House Members 

	Formal Qualifications
	Informal Qualifications
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Section Three: The Senate 

	Major Differences Between the House and Senate (p 272)

	Characteristic
	House of Representatives
	Senate

	Number of Members


	
	

	Length of Term


	
	

	Size of Constituency


	
	

	Average Age


	
	

	Amount of Prestige


	
	

	Visibility to the Media


	
	

	Rigidity of Rules


	
	

	Where Work is Done


	
	

	Exclusive Powers


	
	


Section Four: The Members of Congress 

	The Roles of a Congressman 

	Title
	Description
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	3.


	

	4.
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	Congressional Compensation 

	Salary
	Non-salary Compensation
	Membership Privileges

	
	
	


