Chapter 29: The Western World Since 1970
Study Questions
Moving Beyond the Cold War:  A New World Order?

1. What does détente mean?
2. List some examples of détente.

3. How did President Ronald Reagan deal with the Soviet Union? 

4. What was “Star Wars?”

5. How was Mikhail Gorbachev different than past Soviet leaders?

6. How did the First Gulf War test US/Soviet relations?

7. List the conflicts that the US sent troops into following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.

Toward a New Western Order

8. Describe the rule of Leonid Brezhnev?  What policies did he try to institute?

9. Why was the Soviet Union in trouble by 1980?
10. Describe Gorbachev’s background and rise to power.

11. Describe what is meant by perestroika and glasnost.
12. How did nationalism threaten the cohesion of the Soviet empire?

13. List the events that led to the collapse of the Soviet Union from 1990 to 1991.

14. What is the significance of Boris Yeltsin?  Who replaced him in 1999?

15. Describe the fall of communism in each of the following countries:

a. Poland.

b. Hungary.

c. Czechoslovakia.

d. Romania.

e. Bulgaria.

f. Albania.

16. Explain how Germany was reunified.

17. Describe the disintegration of Yugoslavia.

18. How did the EC (European Community) move toward greater economic integration in the 1990s? Maastricht Treaty? What happened in 1994?

19. Describe the rule of Margaret Thatcher.  What was Thatcherism?

20. Describe the political problems faced by France throughout the 1970s and 1980s.
New Directions and New Problems in Western Society

21. How did the roles of women change after 1970?

22. List the reasons for the rise and growth of terrorism after 1970. 

23. How did the rise of guest workers and immigration into western European cities lead to social conflict?

24. Explain the rise of environmentalism after 1970.

The World of Western Culture

25. List and describe the social and cultural changes that took place in Europe after 1970.
