Chapter 26: The Futile Search for Stability: Europe Between the Wars (1919-1939)

Study Questions

An Uncertain Peace: The Search for Security

1. Why was the League of Nations not very effective?

2. Why did France form the alliance known as the “Little Entente?”

3. Why did France occupy the Ruhr valley?

4. How did the policy of “passive resistance” lead to political and economic problems in Germany?

5. Describe the Dawes Plan.

6. Describe the Treaty of Locarno.

7. Describe the Kellog-Briand pact.

8. What were the causes of the Great Depression?

9. What were the social and political repercussions of the Depression?

The Democratic States

10. How many democracies were there in Europe in 1919?

11. Describe the political developments in Britain between 1921 and 1931.

12. What is the significance of John Maynard Keynes?

13. Describe the political developments in France between 1924 and 1936.

14. Describe the rise of socialism in the Scandinavian states.

Retreat from Democracy: The Authoritarian and Totalitarian States

15. Describe modern totalitarianism.

16. How was totalitarianism different in Italy, Germany and the Soviet Union?

17. List the human and economic costs to Italy following W.W.I.

18. Describe the rise of Benito Mussolini.

19.  How did the rise of socialism and strikes lead to the rise of fascism in Italy?

20. What social groups were attracted to fascism?

21. How did Mussolini become prime minister?

22. Why did Mussolini believe that a full dictatorship needed to be established? How was this done?

23. How was fascism pushed on the Italian public?

24. Why did totalitarian fascism fail in Italy?

25. What problems did the Weimar Republic have to deal with following the war?

26. Describe the rise of Adolf Hitler?

27. What is the significance of the Beer Hall Putsch?

28. What social groups were attracted to the Nazi party?

29. How did the economic troubles in Germany help the Nazis?

30. Describe the successful electoral techniques used by the Nazi party.

31. Why was Hitler made chancellor?

32.  How did Hitler gain emergency powers? Dictatorship powers?

33. Describe Gleichschaltung.

34. Why were the Nazis so successful so quickly?

35. What were the final steps that Hitler took to create the Third Reich?

36. How did the Nazi party make Germany a totalitarian state?

37. Describe the significance of the SS.

38. List the anti-Semitic policies of the Nazi party.

39. What were the Nazi policies regarding women?

40. Describe Lenin’s NEP.

41. How did Joseph Stalin take control of the Communist party?

42. Describe Stalin’s first five-year plan.

43. How did Stalin push rapid industrialization and agricultural collectivization?

44. What social policies did Stalin implement?

45. Describe the political developments in Eastern Europe between the wars.

46. Describe the rise of fascism in Spain.

