Chapter 24: Between the Wars: A Twenty-Year Crisis – Lesson 7
Soviet Union

Opening the Lesson:
1. Review early measures of the Bolshevik regime such as: its efforts to destroy the Church, the constituent assembly, organization of the Cheka, and the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

2. Review the Civil War such as: the reds v. whites, allied intervention, and territorial losses

3. Review War Communism such as: the nationalization of major industries, prohibition of private trade, and the confiscation of food which resulted in a decline of agricultural and industrial production while transportation and communication systems collapsed.

Developing the Lesson:

I: The Soviet Union Under Lenin 1921-1924

A. The Kronstadt Mutiny

1. Occurred among sailors at the naval base near Petrograd in March, 1921

2. Mutineers wanted a return to democracy with its corresponding civil rights

3. Mutiny was ruthlessly suppressed by Trotsky commanding the Red Army and it caused Lenin to change his policies

B. The New Economic Policy

1. It was a partial restoration of capitalism which Lenin justified as one step backward in order to take two steps forward

2. Lenin said it would take time to convince Russians of communism and that it would only be temporary

3. Reasons for adopting the policy

a. The Kronstadt Mutiny and fear of revolts

b. Russia needed foreign investment and resources

4. What was involved in the policy?

a. Agriculture

1) The government stopped seizing the entire crops of the peasants but they still paid a tax in grain

2) Allowed to sell remainder of crop

b. Government continued to control major industries, banking, transportation and foreign trade

5. Economic recovery was achieved by 1928; 4 years following Lenin’s death

C. The Communist Dictatorship

1. In 1924 a new constitution created the USSR

2. In 1936 the Stalin Constitution replaced the 1924 constitution

a. Granted all over 18 the right to vote

b. Contained a bill of rights but there was a wide gulf between constitutional provisions and reality

3. The country was controlled by the communist party and the party was controlled by a small elite group of leaders called the Politburo

a. The party controlled all government agencies

b. No other political parties were allowed

c. Party members were expected to toe the party line and obey without question

4. Terror was used to control the people

a. The Cheka was used to destroy all counter-revolutionaries 

b. Lenin told his followers to “cleanse Russia of all harmful insects, fleas and bedbugs.”

5. Their goal was to shape Soviet society so that there was one will and one mind of the people

a. Private property was allowed for personal use as long as it did not produce an income

1) Could not employ others for own profit

2) Meant the end of private enterprise with the government being the sole employer

b. All education, communications, etc. were controlled so that the people’s thinking was to be uniform

D. An Ideology for World Revolution

1. Lenin created the Communist International (Comintern)

2. Appealed to poor countries and colonial peoples

3. Lenin’s ideas helped divide the world

a. Fear of the spread of communism was matched by vigorous anti-communist movements

b. The fear of communism became an obsession with the West and the fear of capitalism became an obsession with the Soviet Union

4. World revolution was never realistic

a. The Comintern was never an international force; it was a tool of the Soviet Union

b. The Western nations were too strong

5. Fear of revolution served Lenin well for it made Soviet Union appear stronger than it was and put Soviet Union back on the map of world politics

II. The Struggle for Power: Stalin Against Trotsky 1921-1927

A. Lenin’s Death

1. Suffered the first of a series of strokes in 1922; died in 1924

2. No provision had been made for his successor

3. He foresaw the struggle for power that ensued

B. Trotsky

1. Born 1879 of a prosperous Jewish farmer in the Ukraine

2. Became involved in revolutionary movements in teens

3. Exiled to Siberia but managed to esacape to England

4. With help of Lenin he became a gifted journalist

5. Returned to Russia in 1917 and became main architect of the Bolshevik seizure of power

6. Led Red Army in civil war

7. During the years of NEP and following, he supported collectivization of farms, the need to actively promote world revolution, the right of individuals to criticize the regime, and rapid industrialization through government planning

C. Stalin

1. Was not as well-known as Trotsky

2. Crude, vulgar, vindictive and had a temper

3. Argued against Trotsky’s idea of world revolution in an effort to discredit him; said the S.U. could survive without world revolution

4. Held a number of posts under Lenin; the most important being general secretary of the party which he used to develop support

5. Had Trotsky expelled from the party and exiled in 1929

a. Trotsky, a feared revolutionary, went from Turkey to France, Norway and finally Mexico

b. Murdered in 1940 on Stalin’s orders

6. Stalin was in control and massive changes were about to take place

a. To Stalin, the most pressing need was not world revolution but the fastest buildup of Soviet power through industrialization

b. His slogan became “socialism in one country”

c. Believed S.U. possessed all necessary resources for surpassing capitalism

III. Mobilizing the Nation 1928-1940

A. Rapid Industrialization

1. Instituted the first Five-Year Plan in 1928

a. Aim was to end the NEP, eliminate capitalism, create a socialist economy, promote heavy industry, and collectivize agriculture

b. Emphasis was placed on heavy industry, the construction of railroads, power plants, steel mills and military hardware in order to double industrial production in 5 years

c. Production of consumer goods was cut to a minimum

d. In effort to encourage productivity, efficient workers were rewarded with higher pay, better housing, etc

2. A second five-year plan began in 1932 and third in 1937

3. By 1940, the S.U. ranked third behind U.S. and Germany

B. Collectivization of Agriculture

1. Two types of farms

a. Collective farms were communes in which farmers shared income

b. On state farms the farmers received a salary

2. If the five year plans were to succeed, the government had to receive planned crops of planned size at planned times

3. Was there resistance?

a. Most resistance came from the Kulaks, well-to-do farmers who were sent to forced labor camps or killed to eliminate them

b. Peasants destroyed crops and killed animals rather than submit which resulted in famine 

c. During struggle to collectivize and the famine, approximately 5-6m peasants died between 1931-33

d. Stalin relished the opportunity to punish them for disloyalty during the civil war

4. Food was sold aboard to buy machines during the famine

5. Concessions were made to peasants in the second 5-Year Plan

a. Allowed to have own houses, a few head of livestock, and garden plots

b. This was a clear concession to capitalism

IV. The Authoritarian State 1931-1940

A. Total Control

1. Stalin’s aim was a total reconstruction of society

a. All literature, music, etc. were forced into the five-year plans

1) Novels told how romances between tractor drivers and milkmaids or machine operators and office secretaries led to new achievements in production

2) Composers had to write simple tunes

b. Everywhere, posters showed men and women hard at work with radiant smiles and calling others to join them

2. Stalin appeared as the great hero but terror permeated Soviet society 

B. Stalin’s Terror and the Great Purge

1. Society had to be purged of all resistance to his policies and of all threats to his power

a. A party congress in 1934 questioned Stalin’s brutality in dealing with the peasants

b. The leader of this group, Sergei Kirov, was assassinated in Dec., 1934

c. Stalin instigated the murder but blamed a conspiracy organized by Trotsky

2. The purges literally wiped out major leaders of the Revolution and those in the military

3. It is estimated that at least 10m were sent to labor camps

Concluding the Lesson:
1. What were the overall effects of Stalin’s efforts?

a. The S.U. ranked third in 1940

b. Collectivization was achieved

c. Standard of living did rise

d. The Soviet Union was isolated

