Chapter 26: Between the Wars: A Twenty-Year Crisis – Lesson 5
Germany Under Hitler 1933-1945

Opening the Lesson:
1. Why did Hitler succeed in coming to power?

a. The political parties and the leaders of the Weimar republic were weak, disorganized, and unable to unify the country

b. He offered simple solutions to difficult problems. Were Lenin’s promises simple? Is this a characteristic of dictators?

c. He offered a sense of direction, purpose and power, and gave a sense of pride to those who had lost much in WWI.

d. He appealed to the youth, displaced veterans, and people from many classes who felt insecure and threatened.

e. Conservatives feared the collapse of capitalism and the spread of communism. Therefore, they offered him the chancellorship even though they despised him, thinking they could control him.

2. His success was a logical continuation of German history; the people had a tendency to favor authoritarianism, militarism and racism.

a. Prussia had been militaristic

b. The liberal revolutions of the 19th C had failed

c. Bismarck united the nation by blood and iron

d. The leading racist philosophers were Germans

Developing the Lesson:

I: Dictatorship

A. Hitler Achieves Dictatorial Power

1. As chancellor, he quickly outmanuvered Van Papen and the conservatives by dissolving the Reichstag and calling for new elections to be held in March

2. The Reichstag burned on the night of February 27

3. Hitler blamed the communists and persuaded Hindenburg to sign an emergency decree suspending civil rights

4. Hitler used powers to arrest communist and Social Democratic representatives

5. Elections held on March 5 in atmosphere of fear

6. Nazis polled 44% of vote and won 288 seats which was not a majority, but with the support of conservative parties and absence of communists who were not allowed to take their seats, the Nazis had a controlling majority

7. With this majority the Enabling Act was passed on March 23 which suspended the constitution and gave Hitler dictatorial powers for four years

8. The Reichstag was adjourned to meet only at Hitler’s call, and shortly thereafter all political parties were outlawed except the Nazis
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9. With astonishing passiveness, the Germans had allowed Hitler to become dictator, and he used democracy to do it; only the army remained independent

B. The Blood Purge of SA Established Control of the Army in 1934

1. Hitler knew that the military was suspicious of the SA

2. The SA expected to be given top positions in the army

3. Hitler decided to eliminate the leaders of the SA

4. On June 30, 1934, with the help of the SS, Ernst Roehm and a thousand others were executed

5. In August, the army swore an oath of unconditional allegiance to Hitler

C. The Death of Hindenburg in August, 1934

1. Hitler declared himself president as well as chancellor

2. The move was approved in a plebiscite

II. Racism and Political Theory in Practice

A. Hitler’s Racism

1. Hitler rejected Judeo-Christian values and sought to establish a new world order based on racial nationalism

a. Hitler divided the world into superior and inferior races and pitted them against each other in a struggle for survival

b. Conflict between races was desirable, for it strengthened and hardened racial superiors; it made them ruthless – a necessary quality

c. The Germans were the superior race and the Jew was the degenerate

2. The Jew was the mortal enemy

a. Their moral outlook which affirms the worth of the individual and which makes the individual responsible for his actions was at odds with Hitler’s outlook

b. The belief in the unity of man under God and in equality, justice and peace were contrary to Hitler’s belief that only the strongest and most ruthless deserve to survive

3. Anti-Semitism served a functional purpose

a. The people are more easily controlled when one finds a common enemy

b. It concentrated all evil in one enemy and was an easy explanation of the people’s misery

c. It was easier to focus on Jews than it was Social Democrats or communists

d. Provided the people with a powerless and recognizable target

B. Anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany

1. By the end of 1934, professionals, civil servants and those in the arts had lost their jobs

2. The Nuremberg Laws were passed in September, 1935

a. Defined a Jew as anyone with a Jewish grandparent

b. Deprived all Jews of citizenship
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c. Forbid intermarriage and sex

3. Universities, schools, restaurants, hospitals, pharmacies, theatres, museums, athletics, etc. were gradually closed

4. 1936 Olympic Games

5. Kristallnacht November, 1938

C. Results of Racism

1. Led to study of eugenics, cult of the Greek god and racial purity 

2. Sterilization and elimination of unfits

3. Medical experimentation

4. Justification of conquest in order to provide Lebensraum

D. Propaganda

1. Its purpose

a. Condition the mind to revere and obey Hitler without question

b. Deprive the individual of his capacity for independent thought

c. Disorient the mind and give it new standards to believe in and obey

d. Mold the entire nation to think and respond as directed – “Heil Hitler” was a sign of reverence and submission

2. Joseph Goebbels

a. He held a doctorate in the humanities

b. Controlled the press, book publishing, the radio, theatre and movies

3. Tried to keep the emotions in a state of permanent excitement

a. The emotionally aroused are the most easily manipulated

b. Parades, martial music, flags, loudspeakers and monster rallies

E. Terror

1. Another means to ensure obedience

2. The instrument of terror was the SS created in 1925 to protect Hitler 

3. Its leader was Heinrich Himmler

4. They were a force of disciplined, dedicated and ruthless men

5. Selected for their racial purity and physical fitness

6. SS staffed the concentration

7. The existence of the concentration camps and that some prisoners were never heard from again was an inducement to obey

8. The Gestapo

F. Education

1. Teachers wer instructed in how subjects were to be taught

2. Students reported suspicious teachers

3. Hitler’s portrait was in all classrooms

4. German legends replaced traditional fairy tales, etc. in reading 

5. Physical training and athletics were upgraded

6. Racial science

7. Book burnings began in May, 1933
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G. Economic Policy

1. The word “socialist” in the name of the Nazi Party did not refer to the nationalization of industry but making the economy serve the interests of the state

2. The purpose was to promote economic self-sufficieny and mobilize the economy for war

3. It sought to convert Germany into a powerful war machine

a. The building of the autobahn

b. War industries considerred first in distribution of raw materials

4. Labor

a. Unions were abolished and replaced with the Nazi Labor Front which was the same as a spy organization

b. Strikes forbidden

c. Workers were assured jobs with public works projects

5. Agriculture

a. Production was dtermined

b. Crop prices, etc. wre fixed

6. Hitler made no effort to destroy the upper classes

a. Landed estates were not confiscated and he made no war on the industrialists

b. He wanted from them loyalty, obedience and a war machine

H. Nazism and the Churches

1. Nazism clearly conflicted with the core values of Christianity but failure of the Christian Churches to vigorously protest the Nazis has been a subject of continued controversy

2. Moves to repress Protestant and Catholic Churches

a. Religious instruction abolished in public schools

b. Religious instruction allowed in religious schools but had to omit Jewish origins of Christianity

c. Christ was depicted as an Aryan hero; not as a Jew

d. Gestapo censored church newspapers, sermons, and kept a careful watch on church activities

e. Protesting clergy were placed in concentration camps including Rev. Martin Niemoeller

3. Hitler avoided any major clash and the churches remained silent

a. Both the Lutheran and Catholic churches demanded that their faithful give Hitler their loyalty

b. Both supported the war and both turned a blind eye to the persecution of the Jews

4. Pius XI issued “With Burning Concern” in 1937 but for the most part the churches avoided any direct confrontation
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Concluding the Lesson:
1. Hitler was a true totalitarian leader; he wanted power for more than its own sake. He wanted to transform the world according to an ideology. To achieve this he moved to subjugate all political and economic institutions and all culture to his will. There could be no separation between private and public life; the Nazi ideology was to pervade every aspect of daily life. There were no rights of the individual that the state had to respect. Like a true totalitarian dictatorship, he worked to control every part of one’s being: thoughs, feelings, attitudes – they wanted your soul. 

