Chapter 26: Between the Wars: A Twenty Year Crisis – Lesson 4
The Weimar Republic: Germany, 1918-1933

Opening the Lesson:
1. Germany emerged from WWI defeated, humiliated and angry. As late as July, 1918, Germany seemed close to victory, but four months later she was forced to surrender and then sign a dictated, unjust peace. Many saw it as only a shaky truce, and not a peace.

2. At the end of the war, Germany proclaimed a republic; the Kaiser abdicated on Nov. 9, and a provisional government was established. In July, 1919, she adopted the Weimar Constitution. The republic would pass through three phases:

a. 1918-1923 – a period of instability

b. 1924-1929 – a period of stability and prosperity

c. 1929-1933 – a period of depression and the rise of Hitler

3. For the above, draw a chart on the board and list events, characteristics, etc. of each period.

Developing the Lesson:

I: Years of Instability 1918-1923

A. Impact of Defeat

1. Germans could not accept the fact that they had lost; they never believed their army had been defeated

a. Germany had been stabbed in the back

1) Idea was promoted by the military, the wealthy, and those who supported the old system

2) Liberals, socialists, communists and Jews were blamed for Germany’s loss and for the results of the Treaty

b. The Treaty was an obstacle to any lasting peace

B. The New German Government: the Weimar Republic

1. The Spartacist Revolt

a. In Jan., 1919, the communists attempted to seize power in Berlin

b. The government suppressed the revolt with the help of the army and the Freikorps

1) The Freikorps were volunteers and nationalists

2) Symbolized the frustration of many

2. The Social Democrats gained control of the government when they won the most seats in a national assembly elected in Jan., 1919

a. Signed the Treaty and became associated with the stab in the back

b. Chose Friedrich Ebert as the first president

c. Wrote the Weimar Constitution

3. Additional parties formed with the most important being the People’s party, a right wing liberal party, led by Gustav Stresemann
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4. The Weimar Constitution

a. Allowed president to rule by decree during times of emergency making dictatorship possible

b. The chancellor became head of government

c. Proportional representation in the Reichstag ensured that minority parties would be represented but also ensured a multi-party system making governing difficult and contributed to instability

C. Problems Faced by the New Government

1. Reparations

a. The bill was $35b presented to Germany in April, 1921

b. Had to be paid in yearly installments of $2.5b in gold

c. Government hoped that a policy of supporting payment would convince Allies of good faith and would get a reduction

d. In 1922 Germany defaulted and asked for a three year moratorium

1) British wre willing to accept

a) Pre-war Germany had Britain’s second best customer

b) A healthy Germany was essential to British economy

c) Fear of communism

2) France was unwilling to accept

1) Most of war had been fought on her soil

2) Expected costs of reconstruction as well as paying debt to the U.S. was seen as staggering

3) German reparations was seen as vital to French economy

4) Large reparation payments from Germany would also keep Germany weak and insure French security

e. The result of default became occupation of the Ruhr

2. In Jan., 1923, the French army occupied the Ruhr, the heartland of Germany’s industry

a. If Germany would not pay, it would be taken from production

b. France believed occupation would paralyze Germany and force her to accept Treaty

c. Britain did not support French action

d. Unable to resist, The German government called for passive resistance

e. French sealed of the Ruhr and allowed only enough food to enter to avert starvation

f. To support Ruhr workers, Germany began printing money to pay its bills causing runaway inflation

3. The inflation crisis

a. The savings of the middle class was wiped out

b. Extremists on both the left and the right were strengthened as the working class threw its support to communists and middle class gave support to the right; all became hostile to the republic

c. Gustav Stresemann became chancellor in August, 1923
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d. Hitler made his first attempt to take control of the government in Nov., 1923

D. The Stresemann Government

1. Was chancellor only 3 months, but foreign minister til 1929

2. Called off passive resistance and ordered people in Ruhr back to work

3. Money was devalued and printing stopped in Nov., 1923, when the mark stood at 4.2 trillion to the dollar

4. Agreed to reparations in principle but asked for a re-examination of the entire problem

5. His actions ushered in the period of economic recovery and stabililty

II. Economic Recovery 1924-1929

A. Compromise on Reparations

1. The Dawes Plan

a. Did not reduce total reparations, but made payments dependent on level of German prosperity

b. Germany would receive loans from U.S. to aid in recovery and payment of reparations

c. Reparations that Germany paid to France and Britain would help them pay debts to the U.S.

d. France evacuated the Ruhr in 1925

2. Results of the Dawes Plan

a. Germany made payments of $1.3b in 1927 and 1928

b. By 1929 Germany’s wealth and income were 50% greater than in 1913

c. Social Democrats and moderates gained in elections as extreme right and left groups lost

B. Foreign Policy Under Stresemann

1. The Locarno Treaties October, 1925

a. The French army evacuated the Rhineland and it became a demilitarized neutral zone

b. France and Germany accepted their border

c. Britain and Italy promised to fight either Germany or France if one invaded the other

d. Germany settled boundary with Poland Czechoslovakia

e. France promised Poland and Czech. aid if attacked by Germany

2. Other successes

a. Germany joined the League and Stresemann was elected pres. in 1926

b. The Young Plan in 1929 reduced total reparations and extended period for payment but no payments made after 1931

c. Allies agreed to end occupation of Rhineland in 1930

3. All improved Germany’s position in world but German dissatisfaction remained

a. Angry about reparations

b. Dissatisfied with Polish border
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c. Disarmament clauses of Treaty

C. Hindenburg was Elected President on Ebert’s death in 1925

1. He was a conservative nationalist but honorable and intended to uphold constitution

2. His election helped strengthened the republic

III. Germany and World Depression 1929-1933

A. The Great Depression

1. Began with the collapse of the U.S. stock market in Oct., 1929 which triggered worldwide financial crisis

a. American bankers and investors had lent large amounts to many European countries

b. The U.S. financial crisis caused Americans to recall the loans

c. The recall of the loans led to an outflow of European gold and Europeans began to withdraw savings from banks leading to collapse

d. The financial crisis led to a reduction in production which led to unemployment

2. Why was there a slide to the bottom?

a. Countries turned inward and tried to go it alone

b. Thee was no international leadership

c. Each country experienced poor economic policy

3. The Depression gave Hitler his opportunity to seize power

B. Hitler’s Background

1. Born in 1889; son of a middle class Austrian customs official

2. Good student in school but dropped out at age 14 when father died

3. Went to Vienna to seek artist’s career but was denied admission to art academies for lack of talent and training

4. Refused to work as a laborer and lived off orphan’s pension

5. Fed his ego with German nationalism

a. Position of Germans in the Austrian Empire had been declining

b. Nationalists advocated union with Germany to regain German domination of Empire

6. Was a racist and accepted exaggerated distortions of Darwin’s theory of survival of the fittest

7. Moved to Munich in 1913 and made living making posters

8. Was in Munich when WWI broke out

a. Joined the war with enthusiasm and became corporal

b. Victim of poison gas and was in hospital when war ended

9. Hitler’s world was shattered when Germany defeated

a. Convinced that Jews and communists had stabbed Germany in back

b. Frequented beer halls haranguing demobilized and unemployed troops

c. Joined National Socialist Party of German Workers
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10. Hitler became undisputed leader – Der Fuhrer – of the Nazis in 1921

a. Organized the SA to be led by Ernst roehm

1) Storm troopers or Brown Shirts

2) Marched, sang and beat up opposition

b. Organized the SS to be led by Heinrich Himmler

1) An elite corps of black-shirted troops who supervised and policed the Brown Shirts

2) Formed the nucleus of the secret police – Gestapo

c. Among his early followers wre Hermann goring, Rudolf Hess, and Joseph Goebbels

11. The Munich Beer Hall Putsch

a. Occurred in Nov., 1923, during the Ruhr crisis

b. Inspired by Mussolini’s easy victory in Italy, it was a premature attempt to seize power

c. Used trial to denounce the Weimar Republic and gained publicity

d. Ludendorff acquitted but Hitler sentenced to 5 years

e. Served 9 months and used time to write Mein Kampf

12. Mein Kampf outlines Nazi philosophy and goals

a. At center of its philosophy is the concept of the German master-race destined to conquer and rule all others

b. Militarism. pride, aggressiveness and brute strength are virtues

c. Gentleness, tolerance, pity, modesty are vices

d. Called for repudiation of Treaty, recovery of all colonies and annexation of neighboring German-speaking territory

e. Lebensraum – living space which would be obtained by moving eastward but first had to defeat France and ally with Italy and Britain

f. Persecution of Jews

g. Communism was to be destroyed

C. Hitler’s Road to Power

1. Spent 1924-29 building the party which won 12 seats in R. in 1928

2. Depression presented Hitler with his chance

a. Chancellor Bruning could not get support of R. majority and Hindenburg invoked rule by decree

b. Hindenburg supported reduced expenditures which R. did not

c. Hindenburg dissolved R. and elections held in Sept., 1930

1) Nazis supported increased gov’t. programs and won 107 seats of 600

2) Support came from Protestant farmers and lower middle class who feared Depression would destroy them

d. Hitler continued to win support and ran against H. for president in March, 1932

1) Moderate parties supported Hindenburg

2) Hitler got 13m to Hindenburg’s 20m
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e. Hindenburg named VanPapen chancellor and called for parliamentary elections in July, 1932 in which Nazis polled 37% of vote and 230 seats becoming largest party in Reichstag

f. Hitler then demanded to be made chancellor but H. refused

g. Parliamentary elections held again in November

1) Nazi strength fell to 196 but still largest party

2) Communists increased strength to 100

h. Van Papen resigned and Schleicher made chancellor

i. VanPapen developed scheme that led to Hiter’s appointment as chancellor

1) Made agreement with that he would support Hitler as chancellor and he would be vice chancellor

2) Convinced Hindenburg to dismiss Schleicher and appoint Hitler

Concluding the Lesson:
The deed was done January 30, 1933

