Chapter 26: Between the Wars: A Twenty-Year Crisis – Lesson 3
Italy: The First Triumph of Fascism 
Opening the Lesson:
1. Several points regarding WWI and the Versailles follow:

a. The most general principle of the settlement was to recognize the right of self-determination of minorities. In this respect, nationalism triumphed.

b. The Treaty was to put an end to the German menace, but it was too severe. Its severity was more than the Allies were willing to enforce. That unwillingness made it easier for Hitler. Plus, British opinion shifted and became more afraid of Bolshevism following the war.

c. During the war many hoped that an Allied victory would be a blow to authoritarianism and a triumph for democracy – “to make the world safe for democracy.” By the time the peace conference convened in Januart, 1919, this hope was already dimmed by the triumph of the Bolsheviks in Russia. Nevertheless, the peace conference seemed to establish parliamentary democracies in central and eastern Europe, but in only a few years, these governments collapsed and authoritarian regimes rose in southern, eastern and central Europe.

2. At this point, distinquish between totalitarian, communist, fascist, and authoritarian systems.

a. Some points to make regarding totalitarian sytems, which includes communist and fascist systems, are:

1) A single party with a revolutionary ideology controls the government

2) No opposition is allowed; propaganda, force, and terror are openly used to ensure control

3) Periodic elections are held

4) Had its beginnings in the Soviet Union under Lenin

b. Some points to make regarding fascist states are:

1) Fascism was viewed as the greater threat to democracy with it ultranationalistic and militaristic views; it was tied to the idea of the all-powerful expansive state, of race, and of the will

2) Fascist states were products of dissillusionment; reactions against the results of WWI

3. Questions to ponder:

a. Hw do the totalitarian regimes compare to the authoritarian regimes of the 19th C?

b. Why are the regimes of the 20th C more repressive? Is there a connection with the development of rapid communication?

Developing the Lesson:

I: The Rise of Mussolini

A. Characteristics of Italy in the Early 20th C

1. Liberal state with civil rights and constitutional monarchy

2. Universal male suffrage was granted just before WWI but didn’t vote until 1921
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3. Much of population was poor

4. Middle class controlled the government

5. Relations between Church and State were tense – why?

6. Landowners and wealthy opposed the government

7. Class distinctions were extreme

8. Strong socialist movement

B. Chararcteristics of Italy Following WWI

1. Finished the war with a sense of defeat; disillusionment – why?

a. Was among the victorious Allies but armies had won little glorry on the battlefield

b. Did not realize all their territorial demands

1) Won Tyrol and Trieste

2) Claims to Fiume, Dalmatia, and territory in Near East and Africa were rejected

c. Their pride was severely damaged

2. There was economic instability; the war had severely weakened the economy

a. The national debt was huge and the treasury empty

b. A shortage of goods raised prices to ruinous levels

c. Returning veterans could not find jobs

d. Widespread strikes in industry

3. There was political instability

a. People felt cheated by lack of gains in the war

b. Peasants angry because the government did not make good on promise of land reform

c. Government was torn by factions and was unable to prevent disorder

1) Socialists won a plurality in the Parliament but they wre split between those who supported Lenin in Russia and those who didn’t, and as a result they were unable to take advantage of a good situation

2) Four pm’s between June, 1919 and March, 1922

3) Weak and ineffective king

4. Mussolini stepped into the political vacuum

C. Mussolini’ Background

1. 1883-1945

2. Mother was schoolteacher and father a blacksmith and socialist

3. Began political career as a socialists and newspaper editor

4. Expelled from socialist party when supported italy’s entry into the war

5. During the war he became an ardent nationalist and started a newspaper

6. Wounded in 1917

D. Mussolini’s Characterisitics

1. No firm ideology or program but –

a. nationalistic and militaristic
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b. anti-Marxist: denounced communism as a threat to nationalism because of its emphasis on class struggle and as a result frightened industrialists and landowners, and landowners gave him bundles of money

c. anti-democratic; emphasized the individual’s obligation to serve the state

d. always made vague promises but nothing specific

e. talked of youth, will, action, courage, sacrifice, victory – the rhetoric was dynamic but lacked meaning

2. He was a dynamic organizer and leader

a. He was an opportunist, more interested in power than principles; he was willing to change his position on issues to meet the needs of the moment

1) After the war he organized unemployed veterans into a political action group demanding land reform, benefits for workers and territorial expansion

2) Stood aside during labor disturbances and threw his support to conservatives when realized the workers were going to lose and his attacks on the socialists wree gaining him approval

3) Proclaimed he was saving italy from communism

b. Organized veterans into blackshirted terror squads called fascists

E. Fascism and the Blackshirts

1. The term and salute –

a. comes from term fascio, meaning bundle

b. was an ancient Roman symbol of authority – a bundle of sticks, individually weak, but strong in unity

c. was a form of greeting used in ancient Rome and is portrayed in the statue of Marcus Aurelius

2. The Blackshirts

a. Were fascist thugs who would rampage in the night, attacking socialists, and force-feeding them deadly doses of castor oil

b. The government did little to oppose them

F. Mussolini Comes to Power

1. In May, 1921, elections, 34 fascists were elected to parliament in the first election in which all males could vote

2. Within a year the government seemed to be brreaking dows as unions called for a general strike and revolution seemed possible

3. Mussolini demanded that the government resign and that the king appoint him premier

4. To force matters, Mussolini conducted a march on Rome in October, 1922, as a threat to the king

5. Victor Emmanuel III had no love for liberalism or democracy and called upon M. to form a new government – October 30
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II. Facist Dictatorship and Corporative State

A. Mussolini Takes Control

1. Out of over 500 seats in parliament, only 36 were fascists, but he was immediately granted dictatorial powers for one year

2. Created a fascist militia owing allegiance to him

3. Enlarged the army with members required to take loyalty oath 

4. Parliament passed a new electoral law giveing whichever party won the most votes a 2/3 majority; in 1924 the Fascists won 65%

B. Death of Giacomo Matteotti

1. Socialist member of Parliament who spoke against Fascists and published expose of their deeds

2. Was kidnapped and murdered June 10, 1924

3. M. dismissed from office thise suspected of involvement but nothing more

4. Opposition members in Parliament walked out and not readmitted

5. Incident marks beginning of Mussolini’s absolute power

C. Mussolini Regime in Action

1. Civil rights were abolished

2. All elected officials were replaced by those appointed by M. and oppositon parties were outlawed and opponents arrested

3. Fascists were put in control of schools

4. Emigration was made a crime

5. Universal male suffrage abolished

6. Mussolini was given the power to rule by decree

7. Voters could vote approval or disapproval

8. It was government of, by and for the state

9. M. was Il Duce with newspapers filled with his pictures awing visitors, captivating large crowds, leaping hurdles on horseback, working shirtless in fields

D. Women

1. Were not allowed to vote

2. Divorce was abolished

3. Told to stay home and produce children

4. Allowed a maximum of 10% of the jobs in industry and government

E. The Economy

1. The goal was self-sufficiency which was unrealistic because Italy was dependnet on coal and oil imports

2. The Corporte State was established

a. Each sector of production – agriculture, manufacturing and business – was organized into a corporation or syndicte

b. Each syndicate was run by a combination of producers and workers

c. Each syndicate determined wages, etc.

d. Labor unions and strikes were forbidden

3. The government subsidized transporation in order to increase toruism 

4. Industry was protected by high tariffs
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5. Public works projects relieved unemployment

6. Swampland was drained to increase ag. production

7. The trains ran on time

F. The Lateran Treaty of 1929

1. Mussolini agreed to –

a. recognize the independence of  Vatican City

b. recognize the Catholic faith as the official religion of italy

c. pay the Church $100m for losses sufferred when Italy unified

d. allow the teaching of religion in public schools by the clergy

2. Pius XI agreed to –

a. recoginze Mussolini’s regime

b. not engage in politics

c. allow the government to veto appointments of Italian bishops

3. The agreement gained M. some international recognition and prestige

G. Foregin Policy

1. Corfu Incident 1923

a. Bandits murdered 4 Italians working for League in marking border between Albania and Greece

b. Mussolinin occupied Corfu

c. Greece agreed to pay indemnity and M. withdrew

2. 1926 proclaimed protectorate over Albania

3. Basic failure except for Lateran Treaty

Concluding the Lesson:
1. The recovery of Italy’s national prestige was always uppermost in M. mind; he hoped to rebuild the Roamn Empire. Thus, a powerful army and navy took precedence. “The goal is always Empire! . . . War alone puts the stamp of nobility on the people who ware willing to meet it.”

2. Discipline, sacrifice and conquest became key words

3. His militarism and expansionist ambitions played an important part in the breakdown of the WWI peace settlement and the return to war

