Chapter 25: The Democracies and the Non-Western World – Lesson 2

France

Opening the Lesson:
Review the situation of France at the end of WWI: 60% of those who served were killed or wounded; devastation, etc.

Developing the Lesson:
I: Impact of the War 1918-1928

A. Problems Facing France

1. Debts and mounting inflation

a. High cost of maintaining armed forces and rebuilding 

b. The war

2. Security

a. The Franco-Prussian War and WWI proved France’s inability to match Germany

b. The League aimed to provide security but its basic failure caused France to insist on reparations to cripple Germany and to seek any defense agreement she could make with other nations

B. The French Search for Security

1. The Treaty of Versailles’ treatment of Germany was intended to prevent her from seeking a war of revenge

2. The Washington Naval Conference

a. Limited the size of navies and forbade construction of ships for 10 years

b. France succeeded in preventing limitations on cruisers, destroyers and subs which were the strength of her navy

3. Occupation of the Ruhr – main center of German industry

a. Germany defaulted on reparation payments

b. Intention was to dominate German economy and keep Germany weak

4. Locarno Agreements

a. Britain, France, Germany and italy agreed to preserve existing boundaries between France and germany

b. Created a false sense of security

5. Defensive treaties with Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania and Yugoslavia

6. Kellogg-Briand Pact

7. London Naval Conference

a. Prolonged agreement of Wahington Naval Conference

b. France and Italy refused to sign

C. Politics in 1920s

1. Pursued hard line toward Germany

2. Middle class weakened by political and economic instability

3. Poincare became pm in 1926 with coalition government and managed to bring some stability with increased taxes and cuts in spending but social and political tensions remained
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II. Social and Political Tensions 1928-1936

A. Left vs Right

B. Coming of the Depression

1. Hit France later than U.S., Britain and Germany because not as dependent on large scale industry but had more small industry and agriculture

2. With declining trade the Depression was in France by 1932

3. Demonstrations and riots in 1934 made many fear another revolution

III. The Popular Front 1936-1938

A. A Coalition of Leftists Parties

1. Headed by Leon Blum

2. Governed for only two years but achieved significant reforms

a. 40 hour work week

b. Collective bargaining

c. Nationalization of banks and weapons industries

B. Daladier Government

1. Coalition government of radicals and moderates

2. Attention now turned to international problems as Germany was again threatening

Concluding the Lesson:

1. What was the condition of France on the eve of WWII?

2. Review points made in the opening of Lesson 1: Britain and France presented no united front against the dictatorships and werre preoccupied with their own internal problems

