Chapter 23: Great War, Great Revolution – Lesson 4

The Peace Settlements

Opening the Lesson:
The delegates of thirty nations convened at Versailles in January, 1919, to hammer out the peace agreement. Russia was not represented, nor were any of the Central Powers. The treaty was mainly the work of the Big Four: Italy represented by Orlando, Britain by Lloyd-George, France by Clemenceau, the U.S. by Wilson.

As the delegates convened, conditions in Europe and the world were not very stable.

Developing the Lesson:

I: Postwar Instability

A. World Crises

1. The flu epidemic

2. The spread of Bolshevism was a real concern and Allied troops were in Archangel, Vladivostok, and on the Black Sea

3. The German government was faced with rioting from the left and the right while the Freikorps, which wanted a return of the monarchy, was running rampant attacking supposed communists

4. In the Near East, Greece and Turkey were fighting, The Arabs were giving the French and British trouble, and the Jews were clamoring for a homeland promised by the Balfour Declaration

B. The Fourteen Points

1. They were intended to serve as the guiding principles in writing the peace agreement

2. None of Wilson’s points seemed more just than the idea of self-determination: the right of people to have their own state, free of foreign domination which meant –

a. a return of Alsace-Lorraine to France,

b. the creation of an independent Poland,

c. readjustment of Italy’s border,

d. the opportunity of those in the Austrian Empire to form their countries,

e. but – it did not mean independence for the colonies

3. Wilson insisted on a peace without victory being aware that a harshly treated Germany would likely seek revenge

4. Wilson also wanted a peace that would preserve Western civilization in its democratic and Christian form, but there were problems and obstacles

C. Problems and Obstacles to the peacemaking Process

1. Wilson’s negotiating position had been undermined by the Republican victory in the 1918 congressional elections

2. Wilson’s presence at the conference table diminished his prestige
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3. France’s demand for security and revenge

a. Almost the entire war had been fought on French soil

b. France had lost half her young men

c. Many French industries and farms had been ruined since the Germans flooded mines and destroyed everything as they left

d. Viewing the Germans as savages, Clemenceau and the French people demanded that Germany be severely punished and its capacity for war destroyed 

4. The intermingling of European nationalities

5. Secret treaties

D. Congress of Vienna and the Paris Peace Conference Compared

1. The Congress of Vienna sought a peace of reconciliation with France

2. The Paris Peace Conference proved harder for democratic statesmen and nations than it had been for monarchs and aristocratic diplomats 100 years earlier

II. Peacemaking and Territorial Settlements 1918-1923
A. The Conference Begins

1. The doors were closed thus violating the first of the 14 Points – open covenants, openly arrived

2. Germany and the other Central Powers were barred from participation

3. Small nations were given no significant role

B. The Territorial Settlements

1. France regained Alsace-Lorraine

2. The Rhineland remained a part of Germany but was to be demilitarized and would be occupied by allied forces for 15 years

a. France originally demanded this be ceded to France since the Rhine River would serve as a natural boundary

b. The conference did not want to create an A-L in reverse

3. The Saar Basin would be occupied for 15 years and its coal output would go to France

a. This would weaken Germany’s military potential

b. Considered just compensation for the destruction of French coal mines

4. Poland was recreated

a. Apprx. 10% of Germany’s territory was given to Poland

b. The Polish Corridor was crreated

1) This gave Poland access to the Baltic Sea

2) The Germans would never resign themselves to the loss of this territory that seaparated them from East Prussia

3) Danzig was made a free city
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5. The Austrian-Hungarian Empire was completely destroyed

a. Czechoslovakia was created giving it a natural defensive border with Germany resulting in 3m Germans living within Czechoslovakia

b. The major German speaking area of the empire became Austria which was forbidden to unite with Germany

c. The Magyar speaking area became Hungary

d. Serbia was expanded in an attempt to unite Croats, Slovenes, etc. and Yugoslavia was crreated

e. Two large chunks of the former empire went to Poland and Romania

f. Two smaller chunks of the empire went to Italy

6. Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania became independent

7. Bulgaria was forced to cede territory on the Aegean Sea to Greece

8. The Ottoman Empire was dismembered

a. In Europe, she was left with Constantinople and a small area

b. Iraq, Jordan and Palestine were given to Britain as mandates while Syria and Lebanon were given to France as mandates

1) Mandates were intended to prepare former foreign dominated territories for independence

2) Mandates were essentially meant continued European control

9. German African colonies were divided between France and Britain

a. East Africa went to Britain while Southwest Africa went to South Africa

b. The Cameroons and Togoland were divided between France and Britain

C. Reparations and the Punishment of Germany

1. Germany was told she had to pay for damages caused in the war

a. $5b a year until 1921

b. In 1921 she would be told the final amount that was not specified and had no foreseeable end

2. The Rhineland was demilitarized but would be occupied by allied troops for 15 years

3. The coal of the Saar Basin would go to France

4. The German army was limited to 100,000 volunteers and the draft was forbidden

5. She was deprived of tanks, heavy artillery and warplanes

6. No submarines and only a toke navy

7. Self-determination was deprived the German people in various areas

8. Article 231 required Germany to accept full responsibility for the war’s beginning
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D. German Reaction and Acceptance of the Treaty

1. The Germans unanimously denounced the treaty as humiliating and vindictive

a. They regarded the armistice as a prelude to a negotiated settlement among equals, but yet they were barred from participation

b. What standard of justice allowed the Allies to German colonies, reduce her military to pint-size, ban Germany from the League, and saddle her with impossible reparations?

c. Why should the Allies provide self-determination for others but not for the Germans?

d. Why were the German people being punished when according to Wilson they were not the enemy?

2. Germany accepted and signed the treaty on June 18, 1919

a. Weak but not broken; its national fervor was undiminshed

b. Germany refused to accept defeat

E. The Treaty’s Defenders

1. Germany would have imposed a harsher settlement on the Allies

a. German war aims called for annexing additional French and Polish territory, German expansion in Africa, and controlling Belgium and Romania

b. The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was an example of German ruthlessness in that Germany took one-third of Russian farmland, half its industry and 90% of its coal mines

2. The new map of Europe was the closest to an equable distribution of its ethnic peoples

Concluding the Lesson:
1. What were the effects of the Treaty and the War?

a. Imperialisn was weakened as movements developed in the colonies demanding independence

b. Europe was economically weakened

c. The U.S. and Japan emerged as great powers

d. The loss of life was staggering

e. The defeated though it too harsh and the victors thought it too lenient

f. Greater social equality

g. government planning and involvement in economic life did not end

h. The collapse of monarchies and the triumph of communism

i. It did not bring peace, only a fragile truce and disillusionment

2. Would the Allies enforce the trreaty?

a. The U.S. refused to ratify and would not join the League

b. Britain felt guilty and wanted a treaty revision; France insisted on enforcement

c. The League failed

