US History II
Chapter 24: An Age of Limits (1968-1980)
Study Questions

Section 1: The Nixon Administration  (pp. 794 – 801)
1. What was the goal of President Nixon's "New Federalism"? 

2. What does revenue sharing mean?

3. Identify 4 major programs that Nixon increased spending on.

4. What were the 2 major promises Nixon made to the American public during his campaign to be elected president in 1968?  
5. Identify 3 of the illegal means used by President Nixon in his attempts to restore "law and order" in the nation.
6. Who was Vice President Agnew describing when he use the phrase "nattering nabobs of negativism?" 

7. What was meant by the Republican Party's "Southern Strategy"?  Why had many Democratic voters in the South become potential Republican supporters by 1968? 

8. Identify 3 ways that President Nixon attempted to reverse previous civil rights policies of his predecessors.  
9. How many Supreme Court Justices did Nixon appoint during his first term as President?  How did this impact the composition of the Supreme Court?

10. What did the 26th Amendment do?  Why did many Americans feel it was time for this amendment to be put into effect?
11. What is stagflation?  Identify 4 factors that contributed to this economic situation occurring.

12. Identify 3 ways that President Nixon attempted to battle stagflation.  Were these methods successful?
13. What was the philosophy of realpolitik?  How did it apply to President Nixon's foreign policy? 

14. What was the goal of détente? 

15. What were the effects of détente on U. S. dealings with communist countries?  on the American public? 

16. What were the main reasons that Nixon got reelected in 1972?

Section 2:  Watergate:  Nixon’s Downfall (pp. 802 – 807)

17. What is meant by the phrase "the imperial presidency"? 
18. How did President Nixon's key advisers feel about the presidency?  How did they feel about the law? 

19. What about Nixon’s history made him want to win at any cost? 

20. Why did the Nixon campaign break into the Democratic Party campaign headquarters at the Watergate Hotel in Washington, DC? 

21. What steps did the Nixon White House take to cover up its involvement in the Watergate break-in? 

22. What role did Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein play in the Watergate scandal? 

23. Why was the revelation that President Nixon had taped his conversations so significant to the Watergate committee investigation? 

24. Why did Vice President Agnew resign?  Explain how his replacement was selected.

25. Who finally ordered the release of Nixon’s unedited taped conversations?  

26. What did President Nixon do in order to avoid possible impeachment? 

27. How many people eventually served prison time for their involvement in Watergate? 

28. How did the Watergate incident change people’s views about public officials?

Section 3:  The Ford and Carter Years (pp. 810 – 817) 

29. Why did President Ford pardon former President Nixon?  How did the public react?
30. What was the main reason that inflation rose from 6% to 10% within a year?

31. What did WIN stand for? 

32. How did President Ford attempt to get the nation's economy back in shape?
33. What occurred in Vietnam during Ford’s presidency?  How did he attempt to respond?  What was the reaction from Congress?    What was the end result?
34. What factors played a significant role in Jimmy Carter's victory in 1976? 

35. How was President Carter's "style" different from that of his recent predecessors? 

36. Why was President Carter less than successful with a Congress controlled by his own party? 

37. Identify the 3 main provisions of the National Energy Act.  

38. What 2 events in the summer of 1979 caused inflation to rise to 14% by 1980?  How did this impact the standard of living in the U.S. compared to the rest of the world?  What happened to Carter’s popularity?
39. What sector of the American economy had more jobs become available during the last part of the 20th century?  In order to get a good job in this sector, what did you need?
40. What sector of the American economy had major job cuts during the last part of the 20th century?  Identify 3 reasons that companies in this sector eliminated thousands of jobs.

41. Briefly describe how Carter’s foreign policy focusing on human rights worked.

42. What led to the collapse of détente with the Soviet Union during the Carter administration? 

43. How was President Carter's treatment of the Shah of Iran inconsistent with his foreign policy philosophy? 

44. What was the Iran Hostage Crisis?  How long were Americans held captive for?

Section 4:  Environmental Activism (pp. 820 – 825)

45. What was Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring about? What effects did it have on the nation as a whole? 

46. What 3 problems does Earth Day bring attention to? 

47. What are the 3 major purposes of the Environmental Protection Agency? 

48. Identify 2 ways that the discovery of oil in Alaska positively affected the economy.  

49. What did the government do to ensure the protection of the environment in Alaska?

50. Describe the debate over using nuclear energy as a power source.

51. What happened at Three Mile Island on March 28, 1979?  What 2 steps did the government take to ensure another incident like this didn’t occur again?

52. What are the 2 major points of opponents to the environmental movement? 

