Chapter 24: An Age of Modernity, Anxiety, and Imperialism (1894-1914)
Lesson 3: Politics: The New Imperialism
Opening the Lesson:

1. Between the 15th and 18th Centuries, European nations gained control over the Western Hemisphere, the west coast and southern tip of Africa, and Souterhn Asia. Then, from the 1760s until the 1870s, there was a general lull in expansion. During that time period, Spain, Portugal, and France lost many of their colonies. Britain lost the American colonies and showed little enthusiasm for further expansion after the American Revolution. Nonetheless, she gained colonies but at the expense of other countries. These would be Mauritius, Ceylon, the Cape of Good Hope, Singapore and Malacca, and she had also gained Canada and India prior to the American Revolution. Then, in the period between 1870 and 1914, there was a new burst of expansion. The great powers engaged in a sudden quest for new territories in Africa, Asia and the Pacific until they controlled most of those continents. 

2. What caused this new imperialism?

3. “The sun never set on the British Empire.” What was the meaning of this statement? Britain had the largest empire even known in the history of the world; she controlled ¼ of the world.

4. After the American Revolution, Britain came to realize that the empire she controlled could easily go the same way as the American colonies if she did not take positive steps to control the situation. Control did not necessarily mean maintaining direct control of those colonies. It meant taking actions to assure the loyalty of those colonies to the British crown. These colonies would be South Africa, Australia, new Zealand and Canada – colonies that had large settlements of those who emigrated from Britain. 

5. The British Empire in the early 19th C included in the Western Hemisphere – the West Indies, British Guiana, British Honduras. In the Eastern Hemisphere it included the Cape, India, Gibraltar, Malta, Ceylon and Singapore.
Developing the Lesson:

I: Causes of New Imperialism.
A. What Were the Motives for Expansion?

1. Economic gain.

a. The rapid expansion of industry created –

1) A demand for more markets.

2) New sources of raw materials.

3) Investment outlets for surplus capital.

b. The main supporters of this new imperialism were those most directly in a position to profit from it – financiers, merchants, shippers, settlers, industrialists.

2. Nationalism.

a. The outbreak of this new imperialism occurred shortly after the unification of Italy and Germany and when nationalism was on the rise.

b. Nationalism involved a competitive struggle for international prestige.

1) The national ego was flattered to see its colors spread over the world map.

2) Colonies were a measure of status, proof that a nation had become first rate.

3) To be left behind in the race for colonies was the mark of a second-class nation.

3. Christianity and Its Desire to Spread the Good News.

a. Many Christians took heart in the command, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”

b. When Christianity was under attack in its homelands, it was carrying on missionary activity of unprecedented scope.

4. Humanitarianism.

a. There was a sense of mission; they were bringing the blessings of civilization to backward peoples.

1) Rudyard Kipling’s the “White Man’s Burden.”

2) Railroads, sanitation, good government, hospitals, schools.

b. Civilization would end many of the barbaric practices of the areas that would come under European control.

c. Was racism a part of humanitarianism? Was Social Darwinism a part of it all? Was there a feeling that the advanced Europeans had an obligation?

5. The need to control strategic passages.

a. Choke Points.

b. Britain controlled many of the major strategic points.

6. Technological and military superiority of the Europeans.

a. The machine gum and the repeating rifle became lethal weapons of the European powers.

b. The discovery of quinine proved effective in controlling attacks of malaria which had once decimated whites.

c. The steamship and the telegraph allowed the powers to move more quickly and concentrate their power in a given area when needed.

B. Did Colonies Pay? Were They an Asset?

1. Did the powers gain economically?

a. With the exception of Canada, most were too poor to buy much and offered few profitable investments.

b. The expense of defending the colonies was often more than what the powers earned in trade.

2. Did the powers gain psychologically?

3. Did the powers gain politically and diplomatically?

a. Colonies were used as bargaining chips with other powers.

b. This tactic was first developed by Bismarck.

II. The Creation of Empires: New Imperialism (1870-1931).
A. The Scramble for Africa.

1. European control prior to 1870.

a. Trading posts and forts dotted the west coast.

b. The French were in Algeria and the British controlled the Cape.

c. The Portuguese continued to hold Angola and Mozambique.

2. Much expansion after 1870 was the direct result of actions by Leopold II of Belgium.

a. He had a lust for overseas territory.

b. He sent Henry M. Stanley to explore the Congo Basin who planted the Belgium flag.

c. Belgium’s actions alarmed the British and the French.

d. Bismarck called for an international conference.

3. Berlin conference 1884-85.

a. Established the principle that European claims had to rest on “effective occupation” in order to be recognized by other powers.

1) This meant that the European powers would now push into the continent from all sides.

2) Also meant that no power would be able to claim the entire continent.

b. Recognized Leopold’s rule over the Congo.

4. Germany and Africa.

a. Initially, Bismarck had no interest saying that colonies reminded him of a poor nobleman who wore a fur coat but could not afford a shirt underneath.

b. After the Berlin conference he did an abrupt about face and established German presence in Togoland, the Cameroons, southwest Africa and East Africa.

5. France and Africa.

a. French control was concentrated in North, West and Equatorial Africa, and Madagascar.

b. After the Berlin Conference they pressed vigorously southward from Algeria.

c. The French Empire would become second to the British.

6. Italy and Africa.

a. Italy would take Somaliland, Eritrea and Libya.

b. The attempt to take Ethiopia would be thwarted at the Battle of Adowa in 1896.

7. Ethiopia and Liberia managed to remain independent.

B. Asia.

1. China.

a. Became one of the most important scenes of European imperialism.

b. China was the oldest continuing civilization in the world.

c. Over time, the Chinese had decided to isolate themselves form the outside world.

1) The Great Wall was built and has come to symbolize this effort

2) Europeans arrived in the early 16th C and the Chinese allowed a few traders and missionaries to enter.

d. By the mid-19th C, internal problems left China ripe for exploitation.

e. Britain was the first to force herself on China with the Opium War in 1839.

1) War began when China interfered with British sale of opium .

2) Treaty of Nanking 1842.

a) China ceded Hong Kong and opened ports free of restricting tariffs.

b) Granted extraterritorial rights.

f. Germany, France and Russia followed declaring spheres of influence.

g. Japan gained Formosa and Korea in the Sino-Japanese War 1894-95.

h. The U.S. got involved with the Open Door policy.

i. The Boxer Rebellion.

C. Japan.

D. Other Areas of Asia.

1. The Dutch controlled the Dutch East Indies – Indonesia.

2. France gained French Indochina – Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam.

3. Britain gained Burma and Malaysia.

4. The U.S. gained the Philippines.

E. The Middle East.

1. The terms Near East and Middle East.

a. The Near East refers to the eastern end of the Med., Egypt and the Balkans.

b. The Middle East once referred only to the Persian Gulf area and the area northwest of India.

c. The Middle East now refers to both.

2. Importance of the area was strategic.

a. It is a land bridge between Europe, Asia and Africa.

b. The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 doubled its value.
III. The British Empire and the Creation of the Dominions.
A. Canada Following the American Revolution

1. Was inhabited by the French in Quebec and Loyalists in Ontario and Nova Scotia

2. The Loyalists wanted assurances that they would have the rights of British subjects and would be protected from the French

3. The Constitutional Act of 1791 granted elective assemblies for Upper and Lower Canada

4. Difficulties resulted in the Rebellion of 1837 which led to the Durham Report

a. Britain sent Lord Durham to study and make proposals 

b. The Durham Report

1) Proposed a union of Upper and Lower Canada

2) Granted self-government

3) Britain would control foreign affairs, regulate trade, the disposals of lands, and the writing of a constitution

4) Resulted in the British North America Act

5. The British North America Act of 1867

a. Created the Dominion of Canada

b. Granted independence except control of foreign affairs

6. The Statute of Westminster 1931

a. Granted full independence

b. The British monarch remains the head of state with the governor general as representative

B. Australia and New Zealand

1. The Dominion of Australia was created in 1901

2. The Dominion of New Zealand was created in 1907

IV. The British Empire and South Africa (1815-1910).

A. The British and Dutch in South Africa

1. The Dutch arrived at the Cape in the early 1600s

2. Britain was given control of the Cape Colony in 1815 at the Congress of Vienna

B. British Policy in the Cape Colony Offended the Boers

1. Who were the Boers?

a. Dutch farmers

b. Fundamentalist Christians who believed that slavery was ordained by God

2. What did the British do to anger the Boers?

a. British colonists arrived

b. Made English the official language

c. Abolished slavery and made attempts to protect the native population

3. How did the Boers respond to these actions?

a. They left the Cape Colony in the Great Trek of 1835-37 moving northeast across the Orange River

b. They set up two (racist) republics – the Transvaal and the Orange Free State and were almost constantly at war with the neighboring African peoples

C. British and Boer Conflict

1. The British eventually recognized the independence of the two states while Gladstone was pm

2. Trouble arose when gold and diamonds were discovered in both the Orange Free State and the Transvaal

3. British prospectors and settlers poured into the two states

4. The Boers treated the new arrivals as Uitlanders

5. Cecil Rhodes was pm of the Cape Colony

a. Rhodes came from a middle class family and went to South Africa at 17 to seek his fortune

b. By age 22 he was a multi-millionaire and controlled most of the world’s diamond production before he was 30

c. “We English are the finest race in the world, and the more of the world we inhabit the better it is for the human race.”

d. He became the Cape Colony’s pm from 1890-96

e. His main objective was to dominate the Boer Republics and gain control of as much land to the north as possible

f. His obsession for power finally went too far with the Jameson Raid

6. The Jameson Raid Dec., 1895

a. Organized with the support of Rhodes with the encouragement of British leaders

b. Was intended to overthrow the Boer governments 

c. The raid failed

d. Rhodes was repudiated by Britain and forced to resign

7. Boer reaction to the James Raid

a. Paul Kruger, president of the Transvaal, closed the borders and placed controls on the freedoms of assembly and press

b. The two republics presented an ultimatum to Britain which was rejected

c. The Boer Republics declared war on October 11, 1899

8. The Boer War 1899-1902

a. Britain had little trouble occupying the cities but it took two years to defeat the Boer guerilla forces

b. The war increased tensions with Germany

1) During the course of the war Wilhelm II of Germany sent a telegram of congratulations to Kruger

2) The British seized a German ship attempting to violate the British blockade

3) Wilhelm announced that the only thing keeping him from going to war was the British navy

c. In 1902 the Boers accepted British rule with the promise of eventul self-government

9. The Union of South Africa was created in 1910 uniting the four colonies

V. The British Empire in Egypt and Africa, South of the Sahara (1859-1914).

A. The Suez Canal

1. Completed in 1869 by a French company

2. The canal was quickly seen as essential to the life of the British Empire

3. In 1875 Disraeli purchased stock in the canal which amounted to 44% interest

a. The khedive of Egypt needed funds

b. The purchase would eventually lead to intervention

B. British Intervention

1. Britain and France intervened in 1876 to put Egypt’s finances in order

2. Egyptians rioted in protest in 1882

3. A British naval squadron was present and bombarded Alexandria and landed troops

4. More riots swept the country and Britain occupied the entire country 

5. Britain remained in control until 1956

C. The Sudan

1. Britain feared that another power would gain control of the Nile headwaters

2. The British army under General Charles Gordon took Khartoum in 1885

3. Gordon’s force was surrounded by Muhammad Ahmad and his Mahdists and annihilated

4. A relief expedition was then forced to retreat

5. The British then sent Lord Horation Kitchener

a. He moved slowly building a railroad to supply arms, etc., as he went

b. He met Muhammad Ahmad and the Mahdist forces at Omdurman in 1898

1) It was not a battle but an execution

2) The British army had machine guns

3) 11,000 Muslim troops lay dead, 28 British were killed 

4) Winston Churchill was present

c. The Fashoda incident followed

6. The Fashoda incident

a. Kitchener received news that the French were at Fashoda within the Sudan on the upper Nile

b. The French had marched across Africa from the west coast with a goal of linking east with west

c. The British goal was to control the entire Nile and link north and south

d. Kitchener dispatched troops to Fashoda and for weeks Britain and France were on the brink of war

e. France in the end withdrew because of problems at home – the Dreyfus Affair and an unwillingness to fight

D. Britain’s African Possessions

1. Britain controlled 4m square miles out of 11m

2. Britain controlled a majority of the population with Egypt and Nigeria

VI. The British Empire and India, the Crown Jewel of Empire (1815-1915).

A. India

1. Included India, Pakistan and Bangladesh

2. Only the U.S. ranked higher as a trading partner

3. Her wealth and the prestige of her culture made it the very symbol of empire

B. British Rule

1. Britain gained dominance in India at the end of the Seven years’ War

2. Rule was originally administered through the British East India Co. until the Sepoy Rebellion in 1857

3. British control rested squarely on the belief of racial superiority with the practice of strict job discrimination and social segregation

4. Benefits of British rule

a. Britain established a system of education with all instruction in English

b. Irrigation projects

c. Built the world’s third largest railroad network

d. Created a unified state

Concluding the Lesson:
1. The criticisms of Imperialism

a. Instead of striving for a better understanding of the non-western societies, Europeans viewed them in a condescending, arrogant or racist terms

b. The Europeans exploited the natural and human resources of the conquered lands

c. They often undermined the cultures, societies and political organizations of the native people

d. Economies were ruined as they were distorted to serve the Europeans 

e. Activities such as mining and railroad building employed thousands of natives in inhumane ways that cost many lives

2. What percentage of the world’s land area was controlled by the western powers by the early 20th C? – 84%.

