Chapter 24: An Age of Modernity, Anxiety, and Imperialism (1894-1914)

Lesson 1: Toward the Modern Consciousness: Intellectual and Cultural Developments

Opening the Lesson:

1. Before 1914, most Europeans continued to believe in the values and ideals that had been generated by the S.R. and the Enlightenment—Reason, science and progress were still important concepts.

2. Evidence of the ability of humans to improve themselves and achieve a better society included: the rising standard of living, urban improvements, and mass education.

3. Modern technology, such as, electric lights, phonographs and automobiles reinforced the power and prestige of science.

4. By the end of the 19th century, new views of the physical universe, an appeal to the irrational, alternative views of human nature and radically innovative forms of literary and artistic expression shattered old beliefs and opened the way to the modern consciousness. 

5. These new ideas called forth a sense of confusion and anxiety that would become even more pronounced after W.W.I. 

Developing the Lesson:

I. Developments in the Sciences: The Emergence of a New Physics

A. The Newtonian View of the Universe.

1. Science was at the heart of the optimistic and rational view of the universe.

2. Science offered a certainty of belief in the orderliness of nature that was comforting to many people for whom traditional religious beliefs no longer had much meaning.

3. This was rooted in the mechanical conception of the universe postulated by the classic physics of Isaac Newton.  According to this view, the universe was a giant machine in which time, space, and matter were objective realities that existed independently of the people observing them.  Matter was thought to be composed of indivisible solid material bodies called atoms.

B. Marie Curie (1867-1934) and Pierre Curie (1859-1906) and the New Physics.

1. French scientists.

2. They began to question the Newtonian view of the universe by claiming that atoms were not solid bodies.  They discovered that the element radium gave off rays of radiation that apparently came from within the atom itself.

3. Also, atoms contained subatomic particles (electrons and protons) that behaved in seemingly random and inexplicable fashion.

C. Max Planck (1858-1947).

1. Developed the notion of the “quanta”—body heat radiates in irregular streams.

2. The quantum theory raised fundamental questions about the subatomic realm of the atom.

3. By 1900, Newtonian Physics and the idea the atoms were the building blocks of the entire material world was being questioned.

D. Albert Einstein (1879-1955).

1. Introduced new theories of thermodynamics.

2. In 1905, Einstein published, “The Electro-dynamics of Moving Bodies” which contained his special theory of relativity.

3. According to relativity theory:

a. Space and time are not absolute but relative to the observer and both are interwoven into a four-dimensional space-time continuum.

b. Neither space nor time had an existence independent of human experience.

c. Also, matter and energy reflected the relativity of time and space. Matter was nothing but another form of energy.

d. E=mc2—each particle of matter is equivalent to its mass times the square of the velocity of light.  This explained the vast energies contained within the atom. This led to the atomic age!

II. Toward a New Understanding of the Irrational.

A. Anti-Rational Movement.

1. Late-19th century.

2. Attacked the idea of optimistic progress, dethroned reason and glorified the irrational.

B. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900).

1. Claimed that reason played little role in human affairs because humans were at the mercy of irrational life forces.

2. Blamed Christianity for crushing the human will.

3. Argued that civilization could be saved if everyone recognized that, “God is dead.” 

4. Superman.

5. Criticisms of liberalism.

C. Henri Bergson (1859-1941).

1. Accepted rational, scientific thought as a practical instrument for providing useful knowledge but claimed that it was incapable of arriving at truth of ultimate reality. 

2. To him, reality was the “life force” that suffused all things; it could not be divided into analyzed parts.

3. Reality could only be grasped intuitively and experienced directly.

4. When we analyze it, we have merely a description, no longer the reality we have experienced.

D. Georges Sorel 91847-1922).

1. Combined Nietzsche and Bergson into a form of revolutionary socialism.

2. Advocated violence as the only sure way to achieve the aims of socialism.

III. Sigmund Freud and Psychoanalysis.

A. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939).

1. Undermined the optimistic view about the rational nature of the human mind.

2. Freud’s ideas, the new physics and the irrationalism of Nietzsche added to the uncertainty of the age.

B. The Interpretation of Dreams (1900).

1. Freud argued that, human behavior was strongly determined by the unconscious, by earlier experiences and inner forces of which people were largely oblivious.

2. To explore the subconscious Freud used hypnosis and dreams.

3. Why were some experiences locked in the subconscious?

a. Repression—a process by which unsettling experiences were blotted from conscious awareness but still continued to influence behavior because they had become part of the inner life of human beings.

4. To explain how repression worked, Freud developed the theory if the inner life of human beings. According to Freud, a human being’s inner life was a battleground of three contending forces:

a. The id: center of unconscious drives and ruled by the pleasure principle.  Humans direct their energy toward pleasure and away from pain.  The id contained all kinds of lustful drives and desires and crude appetites and impulses.

b. The ego: the seat of reason and ruled by the reality principle. This allowed people to reject certain pleasures to live in a peaceful society.

c. The superego: the locus of conscious and represented the inhibitions and moral values that society in general and parents in particular imposed on people. The superego checked the drives of the id.

5. For Freud, the human being was a battleground among the id, ego and superego.

6. The most important repressions were sexual and he went on to develop a theory of infantile sexual drives embodied in the Oedipus complex (Electra complex for females).

7. Repression thus began in childhood and psychoanalysis was accomplished through a dialogue between the psychotherapist and the patient in which the therapist probed deeply into memory in order to retrace the chain of repression all the way back through childhood.

IV. The Impact of Darwin: Social Darwinism and Racism.

A. Herbert Spencer (1820-1903).

1. Using Darwin’s terminology, Spencer argued that societies were organisms that evolved through time from a struggle with the environment.

2. Progress cane from “the struggle for survival,” as the “fit”—the strong—advanced while the weak declined.

3. The state should not intervene in this process.

B. Nationalists and Racists.

1. Nationalists—

a. Argued that nations were engaged in a “struggle for existence” in which only the fittest survived.

b. This ideology found an audience in both Italy and Germany.

2. Racists—

a. Very popular in Germany and Austria.

b. Could be labeled, “volkish nationalists.”

c. The concept of the Volk (nation, people, or race) had placed a role in German culture during the 19th century.

d. Houston Stewart Chamberlain (1855-1927).

· An Englishmen that became a German citizen.

· Wrote, The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century (1899).

· Claimed, modern-day Germans were the descendents of the “Aryans,” who were portrayed as the true and original creators of Western culture.

· The Aryan race, under German leadership, must be prepared to fight for Western civilization against the lower races such as Jews, Negroes, and Orientals. These groups, especially Jews, were singled out as parasites.

V. The Attack on Christianity and the Response of the Churches.

A. Christian Socialists/Democrats.

1. Urged Christians to forget their differences and work to end social abuses.

2. They relied more on private charity than on government intervention.

B. The Response of the Roman Catholic Church.

1. Pope Pius IX and The Syllabus of Errors.
a. Issued in 1864 it condemned many of the new philosophies and listed errors that Catholics needed to avoid.

b. These errors included secular education, religious toleration, liberty of conscience, liberalism, freedom of speech, separation of church and state, etc.

c. Papal Infallibility – papal statements are free of error when the pope speaks ex cathedra on issues of faith and morals.

2. Pope Leo XIII and Rerum Novarum in 1891.

a. Denounced socialism, etc. and proclaimed the sanctity of private property but declared limits to its use.

b. Labor must not be treated as a commodity.

c. Workers must be paid a fair living wage and protected against long hours, injury, and disease.

d. Advocated the formation of labors.

3. Leo recognized that the Church could not turn its back on new scientific discoveries or philosophies.

a. He promoted and stressed the compatibility of faith and reason. 

b. He welcomed new scientific beliefs on condition that they be proved.

c. Evolution could be taught in the schools as theory.

d. Genesis should be taken figuratively.

VI. The Culture of Modernity--Literature

A. Literature—The Naturalist School.

1. Throughout much of the late nineteenth century, literature was dominated by Naturalism.

2. Naturalism—accepted the material world as real and felt that literature should be realistic.  It lacked the underlying note of liberal optimism about people and society that were a part of the realist movement since the 1850s.  The Naturalists were pessimistic about Europe’s future and often portrayed characters caught in the grip of forces beyond their control.

3. Emile Zola (1840-1902).

a. Germinal—a novel set in the backdrop of the urban slums and coalfields of northern France. Described how alcoholism and different environments affected people’s lives.

b. Influenced by Darwin’s ideas of the struggle for survival and the importance of environment and heredity.

c. Wrote, Rougon-Macquart, a 21 volume series of novels on the, “natural and social history of family.”

d. He argued that the artist must analyze and dissect life as a biologist would a living organism.

B. Literature—The Russian Golden Age.

1. Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910).

a. War and Peace—a lengthy novel played out against the historical background of Napoleon’s invasion of Russia in 1812.

b. It is realistic in its vivid descriptions of military life and character portrayal.  Each person is analyzed psychologically.

c. Tolstoy presents a fatalistic view of history that ultimately proved irrelevant in the face of life’s enduring values of human love and lust.

2. Fyodor Dostoevsky (1821-1881).

a. Combined narrative skill and acute psychological and moral observation with profound insights into human nature.

b. He argued that the major problems of his day were a result of the loss of spirituality.

c. Claimed that the West were attempting to gain salvation through the construction of a materialistic paradise built only by human reason and human will.  Feared that the failure to incorporate spirit would result in total tyranny.

d. Believed that only through suffering and faith could the human soul be purified.

e. Best-known works—Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov.

C. Symbolists—poetry.

VII. The Culture of Modernity—Art

A. Impressionism.

1. Started in France in the 1870s.

2. Rejected the traditional studio and museum setting and instead went into the countryside to paint nature directly.

3. Also painted streets and cabarets, rivers and busy boulevards; wherever people congregated for work and leisure.

B. Camille Pissarro (1830-1903).

C. Claude Monet (1840-1926).

1. Interested in water and painted many pictures in which he sought to capture the interplay of light, water, and atmosphere.

2. Impression, Sunrise.

D. Bertha Morisot (1841-1895).

1. One of the first professional female painters.

2. Used lighter colors and flowing brush strokes.

3. Young Girl by the Window.

E. Post-Impressionism.

1. Retained the Impressionist emphasis on light and color but revolutionized it even further by paying more attention to structure and form.

2. Sought to express inner feelings and produce a personal statement of reality rather than an imitation of objects.

3. Impressionists retained a sense of reality, but P-I shifted from objective reality to subjective reality and in so doing began to withdraw from the artist’s traditional task of depicting the external world.

4. P-I was the real beginning of modern art.

F. Paul Cezanne (1839-1906).

1. Influenced by the Impressionists but soon rejected their work.

2. Women with Coffee Pot—sought to express visually the underlying geometric structure and form of everything he painted. “You must see in nature the cylinder, the sphere, and the cone.”

G. Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890).

1. Art was a spiritual experience.

2. Believed that artistes should paint what they feel.

3. Starry Night.

VIII. Art at the turn of the century.

A. Photography.

1. By 1900, reality had lost much of its meaning.

2. Psychology and New Physics had made it evident that many people were not sure what reality constituted anyway.

3. George Eastman.

a. Produced the first Kodak camera in 1888.

b. What was the point of an artist doing what the camera did better?

4. As in literature, so also in modern art, individual consciousness became the source of meaning.

D. Pablo Picasso (1881-1973).

1. He was from Spain but lived in Paris.

2. Painted in a variety of styles.

3. Instrumental in the development of Cubism—used geometric designs as visual stimuli to re-create reality in the viewer’s mind.

4. Les Demoiselles d’ Avignon—considered the first Cubist painting.
E. Wassily Kandinsky (1866-1944).

1. A Russian who worked in Germany.

2. One of the founders of abstract painting.

3. Painting with White Border.

4. He sought to avoid representation altogether.  He believed art should speak directly to the soul.  To do so, it must avoid any reference to visual reality and concentrate on color.

Concluding the Lesson:
