Chapter 23: Mass Society in an “Age of Progress,” (1871-1894)

Lesson 3: The National State

Opening the Lesson:

Developing the Lesson:
I. Western Europe: The Growth of Political Democracy

A. Reform in Britain

1. After 1871, the British were preoccupied with expanding democracy through the right to vote.

2. Reform Act of 1867.

3. William Gladstone (1880-1885) pushed through the Reform Act of 1884.

i. Vote to all males who paid taxes or rent.  Extended the vote to agricultural workers.

4. Redistribution Act—eliminated historic boroughs and counties and established constituencies with equal populations and one representative each.

5. In 1911, members of the House of Commons began receiving a regular salary.

B. The Irish Question

1. In 1801, the Act of Union united the English and Irish Parliaments.

2. The Irish developed a sense of national self-consciousness and as a result Irish nationalism grew throughout the nineteenth century.

3.  The Irish hated the absentee British landlords and their high rents.

4. In 1870, Gladstone tried to initiate limited land reform, but the Irish continued to be evicted into the late 1870s.

5. Irish peasants began resorting to terrorist acts. The British cracked down and as a result Irish Catholics began demanding independence.

6. Liberals introduced home rule bills in 1886 and 1893 but they failed to get a majority of votes.

7. The Home Rule Act was passed in 1914, but Irish Protestants in Ulster wanted no part of an Irish Catholic state.

8. W.W.I caused the Home Rule Act to be put on hold.

C. The Third Republic in France

1. The Prussian victory in 1870 caused the collapse of Louis Napoleon’s Second Empire.

2. Monarchists overwhelmingly defeated the republicans in the election by winning 400 of the 630 seats in the new National Assembly.  The election was based on u.m.s.

3. In response, on March 26, 1871, radical republicans formed an independent republican government in Paris known as the Commune.

4. The National Assembly attempted to crush the Commune.  Fighting broke out in April 1871.  

5. Working class men and women in Paris began fighting.

6. In May 1871, thousands of Commune defenders were slaughtered.

i. 20,000 shot.

ii. 10,000 sent to the French penal colony of New Caledonia in the South Pacific.

7. The brutal repression of the Commune immensely widened the gap between the working class and the middle class that had begun in 1848-1849. 

8. The monarchist led National Assembly was unable to decide on a king and out of necessity compromised to form a republican government in 1875.

9. Constitution of 1875:

i. Bicameral legislature—Senate (indirectly elected) Chamber of Deputies (directly elected through u.m.s.)

ii. President—selected by the legislature for a seven year term.

10. Overtime the republican strengthened their position in the government and the Third Republic was solidified and lasted for 65 years.

11. Tensions existed between the republicans and monarchists, Catholic clergy and military officers.

12. General Georges Boulanger (1837-1891) Crisis strengthened the republicans.

D. Spain and Italy

1. Spain—Constitution of 1875

i. Monarch—King Alfonso XII (1874-1885)

ii. Established a parliamentary government.  Dominated by Conservative and Liberal parties.

iii. Limited suffrage—propertied classes.

2. 1898—Spanish-American war.  Spain lost the Philippines and Cuba.

i. Gave rise to the Generation of 1898—young intellectuals that wanted reform.

ii. Growth of industrialization led to more unrest and the spread of radical socialism and anarchism.

iii. Violence erupted in Barcelona in July 1909.  The military suppressed the rebellion. Reform was difficult to pass.

3. By 1870, Italy was united and began a course toward great power status.

4. Italy was divided by sectional differences—industrial north vs. a poverty stricken south.

5. The Italian government was unstable and overrun with corruption.

6. U.m.s. was granted in 1912.  But, that did little to stop the corruption and weak government.

II. Central and Eastern Europe: Persistence of the Old Order

A. Introduction.

1. Pretense of parliamentary government.

2. Nations were dominated by authoritarian forces (monarchs and conservative social groups).

B. Germany.

1. Despite unification, Germany remained divided:

i. Constitution provided for a federal system with a bicameral legislature.

ii. Bundesrat—upper house—represented the 25 states that made up a unified Germany.

iii. But, individual states, like Bavaria and Prussia, could maintain their own kings and armies.

iv. Reichstag—lower house—elected on the basis of u.m.s. but did not have ministerial responsibility.

v. Ministers of government (in particular the Chancellor) were responsible to the emperor not the parliament.

vi. The emperor controlled the military, foreign and domestic policy.

2. German army:

i. Viewed itself as the defender of monarchy and aristocracy and sought to escape the control of Reichstag by operating under a general staff responsible only to the emperor.

ii. Junkers made up the officers but out of necessity the officers’ core was opened to select middle class families.

3. Otto Von Bismarck

i. Served as chancellor until 1890 and did everything he could to slow and/or prevent the growth of democratic institutions.

ii. He did work with liberals to promote centralization through common criminal and commercial law as well s in weakening the power of the Catholic church (Kulturkampf—“struggle for civilization”).

iii. In 1878, Bismarck abandoned the liberals and went after the socialists.

iv. Pushed through antisocialist laws that outlawed the Social Democratic Party and limited socialist meetings and publications, although socialist candidates were still permitted to run for the Reichstag.

v. Enacted social welfare legislation—sickness, accident, and disability benefits as well as old age pension (social security).

vi. Failed to stop the growth of socialism.

vii. Bismarck was fired by the new emperor William II (1888-1918).

C. Austria-Hungary

1. Dual Monarch was established in 1867.

2. Emperor Francis Joseph ruled by decree.

3. The problem with minorities continued.

i. Conflict in Austria between Germans, Czechs, Poles and Slavic groups.

ii. Count Edward von Taaffe’s policies.

4. U.m.s. passed in 1907 did little to ease ethnic trouble.

5. The Hungarians attempted too solve their ethnic problems by forcing their ethnic minorities to assimilate (Magyarization).

D. Russia

1. Alexander III (1881-1894) was a reactionary.

2.  No concessions to liberals or democratic reforms.

3. He expanded the powers of the secret police and persecuted advocates of constitutional and social reforms.

4. Entire districts of Russia were placed under martial law if the government suspected anyone of treason.

5. The powers of the zemstovs were reduced.

6. Nicholas II (1894-1917) replaced his father but maintained his policies and suspicion of liberal reforms.

Concluding the Lesson:
