Chapter 22: An Age of Nationalism and Realism (1850-1871)

Lesson 2: National Unification: Italy and Germany

Opening the Lesson:

1. Italy had been divided since the fall of the Roman Empire. Since the beginning of the 16th C it had been a battleground for the great powers. At the Congress of Vienna in 1815 it was reorganized:

a. Lombardy and Venetia were given to Austria

b. Sardinia and Piedmont were under the rule of an Italian monarch

c. North-central Italy was divided into several smaller states and ruled by various Austrian princes

d. Central Italy and Rome were the Papal States ruled by the pope

e. Southern Italy, the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, was ruled by a branch of the Bourbons as they had been for a 100 years

2. Between 1815 and 1848, the goal of many Italians was unification. One plan was to make Italy a democratic republic. This was the plan of Mazzini and his Young Italy, but the French crushed him and his followers in the revolutions of 1848 when Mazzini briefly occupied the Papal States. As a result, three leaders emerged which gave hope to the Italians. Cavour, King Victor Emmanuel and Garibaldi. Victor Emmanuel was king of Piedmont-Sardinia. During the revolutions of 1848, he wisely granted a constitution to P-S that provided for a parliamentary government with an electorate limited to the nobility and the middle class. To the middle classes of Italy, P-S seemed best suited to lead since the middle classes distrusted the idea of democratic republicanism.

3. Remind students that since the Reformation it had been the policy of France to keep the Germans divided and the policy of Russia once they became involved in European affairs. It was also the policy of both Austria and Prussia to unite all Germans under their control.

4. The unification of the Germans was accomplished by Prussia and was largely the work of Prince Otto von Bismarck. While a hero to some and a villain to others, he was a master of politics. He was a Junker and became skilled as Prussia’s representative in the German Confederation and then ambassador to Russia and France before becoming Prussia’s chancellor in 1862. He would remain chancellor for 28 years.

Developing the Lesson:

I: The Unification of Italy.

A. Count Camillo di Cavour (1810-1861).

1. He was a brilliant statesman who led the P-S government from 1850 until his death in 1861.

2. Before becoming P.M., he had run a newspaper, Il Risorgimento, (The Resurgence) which never ceased to preach unity.

3. He practiced diplomacy called Realpolitik – realism and power.

4. He was a liberal-minded nobleman as well as a moderate who favorved constitutional government.

B. Cavour’s Goals.

1. Make P-S the center of the unification movement.

2. Make Italy a constitutional monarchy.

C. How Did Cavour Achieve His goals?

1. He modernized the P-S economy.

a. Built highways, canals and railroads.

b. Lowered tariffs.

c. Increases in government revenues enabled Cavour to pour money into quipping a large army.

2. He used diplomacy to gain support to overcome the main obstacle to unification – Austria.

a. Sent P-S forces into the Crimean War to gain French support.

b. Used the peace conference to push for Italian unification and promised France Savoy and Nice.

c. His efforts worked and France joined P-S to drive Austria out of Lombardy and Venetia.

D. The War with Austria 1859.

1. P-S encouraged revolts in Lombardy and Venetia, which resulted in Austria declaring war on P-S and France then joining P-S in a defense action.

2. French and P-S forces were triumphant.

3. Napoleon III did an about face and signed a separate treaty with Austria

a. N. feared Prussia would enter the war to support Austria in order to maintain a balance of power.

b. N. was also criticized by Catholics for helping an enemy of the pope.

c. In the treaty, P-S would get Lombardy but not Venetia.

4. The war caused states in northern and central Italy to revolt and join P-S.

5. N. did not like that, but once given Savoy and Nice he kept quiet.

E. Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807-1882).

1. He is responsible for leading the unification movement in southern Italy and at this juncture, Garibaldi performed a daring exploit.

a. With a 1000 Red Shirts he set off to conquer the Two Sicilies.

b. The Kingdom was easily conquered as its troops deserted to Garibaldi.

2. Following the conquest of the Two Sicilies, Garibaldi prepared to attack Rome.

F. Cavour Moves to Control Garibaldi.

1. Cavour distrusted Garibaldi.

a. Thought Garibaldi’s goal was to make Italy a republic.

b. Feared an attack on Rome would cause intervention of France.

2. Cavour sent troops to occupy Papal States but not Rome.

3. Garibaldi did not oppose Cavour and a vote in the Two Sicilies supported joining P-S.

4. When King Victor Emmanuel II (r. 1849-1878) and his forces met Garibaldi, Garibaldi submitted to the king and retired to his farm.

G. The Kingdom of Italy.

1. With the unification of the peninsula except Rome (protected by French troops) and Venetia (protected by Austrian troops), the Kingdom of Italy was proclaimed in March 17, 1861 under a centralized government subordinated to the control of Piedmont and King Victor Emmanuel II of the house of Savoy.

2. In June, Cavour was dead.

3. In the Austro-Prussian War of 1866, Italy became an ally of Prussia. Following the Prussian victory, Venetia was given to Italy.

4. During the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, French troops were withdrawn from Rome, which was then occupied and annexed by Italian troops on September 20, 1870.

5. Rome became the capital of a united Italy.

II. The Unification of Germany.

A. The German Confederation

1. The German Confederation was a loosely organized union of independent states that was established at the Congress of Vienna

a. The Confederation replaced the Confederation of the Rhine set up by Napoleon and that confederation had replaced the HRE.

b. The Zollverein was a part of this new German Confederation

c. The major question facing the German Confederation was whether it would be dominated by Prussia or Austria

d. The Confederation had a Diet but it was nothing more than a meeting place for diplomats of the German states and had no power

2. The Frankfurt Assembly

a. Recall the Frankfurt Assembly which met in 1848 in an effort to bring unification to the German people and failed when it offered the crown of a united Germany, excluding Austria, to Frederick William IV of Prussia and he refused

b. The Assembly failed to unite the Germans but everything pointed in that direction with Prussia dominating

B. Forces Aiding Prussian Domination

1. Prussia had been one of the smallest German powers but had followed a policy of conquest and expansion

2. There was a growing German nationalism which was an asset to Prussia but a liability to Austria

3. The Zollverein, which did not include Austria, was contributing to the economic progress of the German states and to Prussian leadership 

4. Prussia had Bismarck

C. Count Otto von Bismarck (1815-1898)—as Ambassador

1. He was ambassador to the Frankfurt Diet, the governing body of the G.C., and to Russia and France

2. As ambassador he did all that he could to prevent Austrian leadership of the German states and realized that there would someday be a showdown between Prussia and Austria for German leadership

a. He convinced the German states to remain neutral in the Crimean War which won the support of Russia when Austria sent forces into Moldovia and Wallachia – on the border with Russia

b. Convinced Napoleon III to stay out of the conflict between P. and A. by making vague promises of territory along the Rhine to France

D. Bismarck—as Chancellor (Prime Minister) of Prussia

1. William I became king in 1861

a. Was determined to build up the military

b. Liberals, middle class businessmen, controlled the parliament and refused to vote the military budget

c. William called upon Bismarck, a Junker, to become P.M.

2. Bismarck –

a. Trusted no one

b. Believed parliament to be irresponsible and ignorant

c. Believed liberty meant disorder

d. Duty, service, order were his key words

e. Was not bound to any particular philosophy or principle

f. Practiced Realpolitik
g. Believed that an enemy one day was a friend the next

3. Bismarck’s actions upon becoming P.M.

a. With the backing of the king and the army he defied parliament and the constitution; he collected the necessary funds illegally

b. He declared that the government would rule without consent of the parliament

1) “Not by speeches and majority resolutions (meaning not by any parliamentary debate or majority vote) are the great questions of the time decided – but by blood and iron.”

2) He became known as the Iron Chancellor

3) Opposition was crushed

4. He gained further good relations with Russia during a Polish revolt (1863) and kept Austria out of the Zollverein

5. The result was that Germans looked to Prussia as their leader; Bismarck said it was Prussia’s power and not her liberalism that Germans admired

II. War and the Strengthening of German Nationhood 1863-1871.

A. The Wars of Bismarck.

1. Opposition to Bismarck convinced him to believe that military victories won on foreign soil would quiet the opposition and turn them into German nationalists.

2. Bismarck took Prussia into three wars.

B. War with Denmark 1864.

1. The war involved the question of Schleswig-Holstein.

a. Two provinces controlled by Denmark.

b. Partly German and partly Danish.

c. Although controlled by Denmark they were a part of the German Confederation.

d. In 1863 the Danish king attempted to annex the provinces.

e. Prussia declared war and Austria joined because she was a member of the GC.

2. The results of the war.

a. Denmark was quickly crushed.

b. Schleswig would be governed by Prussia and Holstein by Austria in an arrangement that could not work because of the “right of passage.”

C. War with Austria – the Seven Weeks War 1866.

1. Bismarck wanted war with Austria to eliminate her as a leader of the Germans.

2. Bismarck’s first task was to gain the neutrality of Russia, France and Italy.

a. Prussia had been first to recognize Italy and promised her Venetia.

b. Prussia helped Russia suppress a Polish revolt in 1863 gaining further sympathy after the Crimean War.

c. To France, Bismarck made vague promises of territory and fed Napoleon III’s. ego with flattery, pageantry, etc.

3. The war.

a. Austria declared war when Prussia refused passage to Holstein.

b. Prussia overwhelmed Austria, a nation twice her size and population, at Sadowa.

4. Bismarck offered Austria a generous peace.

a. Austria lost no territory to Prussia and paid no indemnity.

b. Austria ceded Venetia to Italy.

c. The GC dissolved and Austria withdrew from German affairs.

D. The New Prussia: Not Yet Germany.

1. The various northern states were annexed by Prussia.

2. The southern German states did not join at Napoleons III’s insistence

a. Bismarck preferred to have them come in by their own choice.

b. He believed this would happen if German nationalism could be rallied against a foreign threat; France provided that threat – remember how France had always been opposed to German unification.

E. The Franco-Prussian War 1870-1871.

1. Bismarck’s opportunity came when the Spanish throne was offered to a Hohenzollern prince.

a. Bismarck convinced the prince to accept knowing that this would alarm the French.

b. The French ambassador met William at Ems and the prince withdrew his acceptance.

c. Even though the prince withdrew, the French pressed their luck by demanding that William I publicly endorse the withdrawal and state that a Hohenzollern would never accept the Spanish throne.

d. William I refused to make such a commitment and this resulted in the Ems Dispatch.

2. The Ems Dispatch.

a. The French ambassador had met the Prussian king at Ems where the Prussian king courteously refused the French demand.

b. The news was dispatched to Bismarck who altered the message to make it appear that each had insulted the other.

c. When the Dispatch was released to the press the French government walked into Bismarck trap and declared war.

3. The war.

a. The southern Catholic German states joined their Protestant German brothers to the north.

b. French armies were defeated at Metz and Sedan.

c. Napoleon III was taken captive and his government fell in Sept., 1870

d. The Third Republic was proclaimed and attempted to carry on the war.

e. Paris was put under siege and after 4 months she surrendered in January 1871.

4. The results of the war.

a. While the siege of Paris was occurring, the Germans occupied Versailles and declared the creation of a united Germany.

b. France was forced to sign the Treaty of Frankfurt.

1) The treaty was intended to cripple France.

2) France had to pay an indemnity of 5b francs.

3) Alsace-Lorraine was ceded to Germany with its coal and iron.

F. Unification.

1. On January 18, 1871, in the Hall of Mirrors in Louis XIV’s palace at Versailles, William I was proclaimed “Kaiser” or emperor of the Second German Empire “Reich,” the first was the Holy Roman Empire.

2. The Prussian monarchy and the Prussian army had achieved german unity.

3. In a real sense, Germany had been merged into Prussia, not Prussia into Germany.

4. Prussian leadership meant authoritarianism and militaristic values over liberal constitutional notions.

5. The new state was the strongest power on the Continent and as a result a new European balance of power had arrived.

Concluding the Lesson:
