Chapter 21: Reaction, Revolution, and Romanticism (1815-1850)

Lesson 2: The Ideologies of Change

Opening the Lesson:

Opening the Lesson:

1. Although the conservative forces were in the ascendancy from 1815-1830, powerful movements for change were also at work.

2. These ideas included liberalism, nationalism and socialism.
Developing the Lesson:
I: Liberalism.

A. Origins of Liberalism. And Its Basic Tenants.

1. The roots of liberalism stretch back to John Locke, Enlightenment philosophers, and the French and American Revolutions because at the base of liberalism was a belief in individualism.

a. Liberals believed that individuals should be free to pursue their own interests and the career of one’s choice

b. This freedom of choice should be unaided and without government controls

2. Equality before the law

3. Constitutional government based on popular sovereignty

a. The “people” (with a limited right to vote) should be represented in an elected legislature

1) Liberals were not democrats for they wanted the right to vote limited to those holding property and the educated

2) It was not until later in the 19th C that liberals favored universal male suffrage

b. Government should be limited in its powers

4. No government interference in religion

5. Government should interfere in economics as little as possible

6. The role of government should be that of a passive police officer enforcing laws and contracts

7. The text states that some liberals sought the right to work

a. Insisted that government needed to act to find solutions to unemployment and social ills

b. These people were viewed as socialists

B. Economic Liberalism (classical economics).

1. Rooted in the concept of laissez-faire (the belief that the state should not interrupt the free play of natural economic forces, especially supply and demand.

2. The government should only be concerned with:

a. The defense of the country.

b. Police protection of individuals.

c. The construction and maintenance of public works too expensive for individuals.

3. If individuals were allowed economic liberty, ultimately they would bring the maximum good for the maximum number and benefit the general welfare of society.

4. Thomas Malthus influenced these ideas.

C. Thomas Malthus (1766-1834).

1. Wrote Essay on the Principles of Population.

2. Argued that unchecked population increases at a geometric rate while food increases at an arithmetic rate.  As a result, severe overpopulation would lead to mass starvation if not checked.

3. The best check on overpopulation is nature (misery and poverty) and as a result the government should not interfere with the laws of nature.

4. David Ricardo further developed these ideas.

D. David Ricardo (1772-1823).

1. Wrote Principles of Political Economy (1817).

2. Established his famous “iron laws of wages.”

3. Argued that: (cycle of poverty).

a. Increases in population = more workers;

b. Increases in wages = wages to fall bellow subsistence levels;

c. Increases in misery and poverty = reduction in population;

d. Reductions in population = increases in wages above the subsistence level;

e. This encourages larger families (population) the cycle begins again!

4. As a result, arbitrarily raising wages would only cause a perpetual cycle of misery and poverty so employers should keep wages at subsistence levels.

E. Political Liberalism.

1. Pushed for the protection of civil liberties (basic rights of all people).

2. Including, equality before the law; freedom of speech, assembly, press; freedom from arbitrary arrest.

3. Believed that these freedoms should be guaranteed by a written document, such as the American Bill of Rights or the French Declaration of the Rights if Man and the Citizen.

4. Pushed for religious toleration and a separation of church and state.

5. Pushed the right of peaceful opposition to the government.

6. Pushed for the making of laws by a representative assembly (legislature) elected by qualified voters.

7. Many argued for constitutional monarchies with limits on the powers of government in order to prevent despotism.

8. Many pushed for checks and balances between the legislative and executive branches.

9. Many believed in limited suffrage. Equal civil rights did not mean equal political rights. Who qualified?

a. Men that owned property. 

b. The poor were excluded.

10. Liberal were not democrats.

F. John Stuart Mill (1806-1873).

1. One of the most prominent supporters of liberalism.

2. Wrote On Liberty (1859).

a. Argued for individual liberty.

b. Claimed that individuals should have an absolute right to freedom of opinion on all subject.

c. He believed that these rights needed to be protected from both government censorship and the tyranny of the majority.

3. Mill also supported women’s rights.

4. Wrote On the Subjection of Women.

a. Argued that legal subjugation was wrong.

b. Claimed that differences between men and women were not natural (biological) but a result of social condition.

c. With equal education women could achieve as much as men.

II. Nationalism.

A. Origins

1. Emerged out of an awareness of being part of a community that has common institutions, traditions, languages, and customs.

2. The idea is that this “community” should be organized as a “nation” rather than as a dynasty, city-state, or other political unit.

3. Nationalism did not become a popular force until after the French Revolution.

4. Nationalism became popular among German, Italians, Poles and Hungarians.

B. Threats of Nationalism.

1. Nationalism threatened the existing political order.

2. a united Germany or Italy would threaten the balance of power established in 1815.

3. an independent Hungarian state would mean the breakup of the Austrian Empire.

4. Many European powers were multinational and as a result nationalism threatened their power.

C. Alliance of Nationalism and Liberalism.

1. Most liberals believed that people who ruled themselves could only realize liberty.

2. Many nationalists believed that once people obtained their own nation, all nations would be linked by common goals.

III. Early Socialism

A. Origins.

1. The horrible conditions of found in mines and factories that were produced by the Industrial Revolution.

2. Socialism eventually was linked to the theories of Karl Marx, but this happened in the second half of the nineteenth century.

3. Early socialists believed in the quality of social conditions and that human cooperation was a greater force for change than individual competition.

4. Later Marxists believed these beliefs were not practical and labeled the early socialists as “utopian socialists.”

B. Utopian Socialists.

1. Opposed private property and the competitive spirit of early industrial capitalism.

2. they believed that if these were eliminated then a better society could be produced.

3. Charles Fourier (1772-1838).

a. Proposed the creation of small model communities called phalansteries.

b. These were self-contained cooperatives of 1,620 people.

c. The people would live and work together.

d. Work responsibilities would rotate.

e. He was never able to get the financing to test his theories.

4. Robert Owen (1771-1858).

a. British cotton manufacturer.

b. Believed that human nature would reveal itself if people lived in a cooperative environment.

c. Tested his theories in New Harmony, Indiana in the 1820s.

d. The community failed because of infighting.

5. Louis Blanc (1813-1882).

a. Wrote The Organization of Work.

b. He argued that social problems could be solved by government assistance.

c. Claimed that competition was the main cause of economic evils.

d. Called for the creation of workshops that would manufacture goods for public sale. The state would finance these shops but the workers would own and operate them.

6. Others.

a. Zoe Gatti de Gamond—a Belgian follower of Fourier. She established a phalanstery.

b. Saint-Simon.

c. Flora Tristan (1803-1844)—argued for the liberation of women in France.

i. Wrote Worker’s Union (1843).

ii. Argued for absolute equality.

iii. Pushed for the creation of a community based on the ideas of Fourier.

7. Most of the utopian socialists were ignored but they did lay the initial criticisms of capitalism that would resurface in the second half of the nineteenth century.

8. Socialism was not as influential as liberalism or nationalism.

Concluding the Lesson:
There are a multitude of handouts.

