US History II
Chapter 19: The Postwar Boom (1946-1960)
Study Questions

Section 1: Postwar America
1. What was the GI bill and what was its purpose?

2. What roles did Levitt and Kaiser play in creating suburbs?

3. What had the war created for women that made it hard for them to settle back into the roles of motherhood following the war?

4. What happened to the economy immediately following World War II? Why?

5. How did the United States change their economic issues after the war?

6. Why were there so many strikes after the war?

7. How did Truman react to the strikes?

8. What two acts did Truman create to help with Civil Rights?

9. What part of his party was disgusted with his aid to African Americans?

10. Who were the three Democrats running in 1948? Who was the Republican?

11. What was the name of Truman’s program that resembled FDR?

12. Who ran for the Republicans in 52?

13. Who was his VP Candidate and what was he accused of?

14. What was the name of his speech that got him out of trouble?

15. What is Dynamic Conservatism?

Section 2: The American Dream in the Fifties
16. What was happening with the types of jobs that were being created post WWII?

17. What is a Conglomerate?

18. Who was the famous man who bought the Franchise from the McDonald brothers?

19. What does Social Conformity mean?

20. Why is it a response to WWII?

21. Who was Jonas Salk?

22. Who was Benjamin Spock?

23. What is the Baby Boom?

24. Who were two writers/speakers who challenged the traditional role of women that was being promoted?

25. What was a problem with women being employed outside the home?

26. What was happening to the leisure time of most Americans?

27. How has the auto changed America?

28. How did companies design goods so that they would wear out or need to be replaced?

29. How were many Americans paying for all their new toys?

30. What industry was using psychology to tell us what we wanted?

Section 3: Popular Culture
31. How much of America owned a TV in 1960?

32. What recent world event had created the ability to make TV better?

33. What negative effects might TV have had?

34. How did Radio deal with the advent of television?

35. How did the movies deal with TV? What were some ideas for competition?

36. What new social movement came about against social conformity?

37. Why did Rock and Roll scare parents?

38. How did music allow African Americans to find a place in mainstream culture?

Section 4: The Other America
39. Who is the “Other America?”

40. What is White Flight?

41. What was happening to the necessary income level of Americans every year?

42. What is Urban Renewal?

43. What act helped with this plan?

44. What was the name of Mexican workers brought in during the war?

45. What happened to a man named Longoria? Why?

46. What role did the United States take in the lives of Native Americans in the 1950’s?

