Chapter 19: The French Revolution and Napoleon – Lesson 5

Napoleon and Europe

Opening the Lesson:

1. From 1792-1815 France was almost continuously at war with all of Europe arrayed against her. In 1802-1803 a year’s peace was achieved, but following the U.S. purchase of Louisiana, Britain declared war on France and was joined by Austria, Prussia and Russia in the Third Coalition.

Developing the Lesson:

I: the War 1800-1807

A. 1803-1807

1. Napoleon spent 1803-05 preparing for an invasion of Britain, but the English Channel and the British navy stood in his way

2. Austrian and Russian armies began to move west which forced Napoleon to turn his attention to the east. In so doing he surrounded the Austrian army at Ulm in southwest Germany on October 20, 1805 and forced it to surrender

3. The next day, October 21, the Battle of Trafalgar occurred

a. Nelson, the greatest of all British admirals sighted the combined French and Spanish fleets off the Cape of Trafalgar on the southwest point of Spain

b. Nelson was killed but his victory saved Britain from possible invasion and limited Napoleon’s conquests to the Continent

c. This battle clearly established Britain’s supremacy on the seas

4. Following Trafalgar, Napoleon moved to control the Continent where he seemed invincible

a. He met the combined Austrian and Russian forces at Austerlitz on December 5, 1805 forcing the Austrians to sue for peace while the Russians retreated home

b. Prussia then entered the war and was crushed in October, 1806

c. Napoleon then moved eastward to meet the Russians who were reforming and crushed them at Friedland in June, 1807

B. The French Army

1. Why was Napoleon victorious?

a. New men were always assigned to veteran units

b. Officers were promoted on the basis of ability

c. More concerned with morale than discipline

d. Napoleon seldom risked a battle unless his forces were equal to the enemy

e. Concentrated his artillery

f. Threw in his reserves at the last moment

g. Depended on the element of surprise

2. The French army’s defects were poor medical care, and pay and supplies were not dependable
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C. The Treaty of Tilsit July, 1807

1. Signed by Napoleon and Alexander I following the Battle of Friedland

2. Central and Western Europe were recognized as French

3. Eastern Europe was recognized as Russia’s including Finland

4. Russia was given a free hand to deal with Turkey, but Russia was not allowed to take Constantinople

5. Napoleon implied that Russia’s future was in Persia, Afghanistan, and India

6. Alexander promised to join France against Britain in Napoleon’s Continental System

D. The Remaking of the Map of Europe 1806-1808

1. The Holy Roman Empire was abolished

2. The German states were organized into the Confederation of the Rhine

3. Napoleon placed his brothers on the thrones of Spain, Holland, and the new Kingdom of Westphalia

4. The Grand Duchy of Warsaw was created

5. France annexed various territories along its borders

6. Napoleon was clearly the undisputed master of Europe but his ego was not satisfied

II. The Continental System

A. What was the Continental System?

1. Since there was no possibility of invading Britain, Napoleon turned to economic warfare

2. First, there was the Berlin Decree issued November, 1806

a. It forbade all trade with Britain, ordered the arrest of all British citizens on the Continent and confiscated of their property

b. Britain replied by requiring that all neutral vessels must put into British ports first before trading with France

3. Secondly, the Milan Decree was issued December, 1807

a. It was in retaliation for Britain’s order

b. Ordered the seizure of al neutral ships heading for Britain

B. The System Failed – why?

1. The system failed as trade and the value of exports declined

2. Napoleon lacked the naval power to enforce the blockade of Britain or the smuggling

3. The system antagonized allies and neutrals and was a sign that things were beginning to unravel

III. The Peninsular War 1808-1813

A. Background

1. Began when Napoleon deposed the Spanish royal family and put on of his brother’s on the throne and the Spanish began their revolt the next day
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2. The most anti-French feeling existed in Spain; the Spanish considered the French to be godless

B. The War

1. The Spanish used guerrilla tactics which drained Napoleon of troops needed elsewhere

2. Britain sent an army under the Duke of Wellington

C. The Development of Nationalism

1. It developed as a movement against Napoleon and was both conservative and liberal

2. It was also complex and appeared in different countries in different ways

IV. German National Awakening

A. Austria Declared War

1. They were defeated again and again and forced to submit to a dictated peace which resulted in Napoleon’s marriage to Marie-Louise in 1810

a. In 1809 Napoleon was at the peak of his power and concerned that he was childless

b. Josephine had two children by a previous marriage

c. Napoleon divorced Josephine and married the 18 year old daughter of the Austrian emperor

d. He hoped the marriage would give him a son and legitimacy among the European royal houses

e. Marie Louise was a niece of Marie Antoinette, so through marriage, he was now a nephew of Marie Antoinette and Louis XVI

2. As a result of Austria’s defeat, leadership of the Germans passed to Prussia

B. Prussia

1. Prussia had begun to rebuild their army but Napoleon made no move against them

2. The beginning of the end was approaching with Napoleon’s invasion of Russia

V. The Russian Campaign 1812-1813

A. Napoleon and Alexander Break; what caused it?

1. Austria’s defeat

a. Russia feared that France would move to dominate the Balkans

b. France forced Austria to cede territory back to the Grand Duchy of Warsaw and Russia feared France might force her to do the same

2. Russia refused to enforce the Continental System

B. The Invasion of Russia

1. Napoleon invaded June, 1812, with an army of 700,000 but only 3 weeks supplies

2. Napoleon hoped for an early victory to force a Russian surrender, but Russia retreated using the scorched earth policy

page 4

3. Napoleon promised freedom to the serfs but they remained loyal to Alexander

4. Alexander insisted on the defense of Moscow and the Russian army fought at Borodino in September, 1812

5. Napoleon entered Moscow on September 14 and sent orders for the city officials to surrender the city but none appeared

6. Napoleon took up residence in the Kremlin

7. Within a few days fires began all over the city; the Russians were burning Moscow

C. The Retreat

1. After five weeks, with no Russian surrender and a small counter-attack that the Russians won, Napoleon decided to leave

a. He realized that a long war lay ahead

b. His army was far from its supply bases and winter was coming

2. The retreat began October 19 over the same route because the Russians blocked the southern route

3. The weather soon changed to rain, then snow and –40 degree temperatures

4. With lack of supplies they were forced to eat their animals and seek shelter from the cold beneath corpses

5. Napoleon’s army was under constant attack and as his army approached the Berezina River the rush to cross became a panic

6. Napoleon ordered the bridges destroyed leaving half his army to be captured or killed

7. Again, Napoleon deserted his army and was back in Paris Dec., 18

VI. Napoleon’s Fall 1813-1815

A. Battle of Nations October, 1813

1. Napoelon hurried back to France to raise another army as all of Europe rose against him

2. The battle was fought near Leipzig and Napoleon lost

B. Napoleon’s End

1. Allied forces with Alexander leading them entered Paris April, 1814

2. Alexander was seen as the Savior of Europe

3. Napoleon was forced to abdicate and was sent to Elba in May

C. The Congress of Vienna Convenes September, 1814

1. It was a meeting of all the powers to establish a peace agreement

2. As the conference began . . . 

a. the Bourbons were immmediately restored to the French throne as a constitutional monarchy

b. Russia refused to discuss Finland or turkey

c. Britain refused to discuss the seas or its colonies and insisted on keeping the Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon and Singapore
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3. A major question facing the conference was the future of Belgium, the Netherlands, Spain, Italy, etc. but the Hundred Days interrupted the proceedings

D. The Hundred Days

1. On March 1, 1815 Napoleon escaped Elba and entered France

2. Louis XVIII sent troops to stop Napoleon but they went over to him

E. The Battle of Waterloo June 18, 1815

1. Napoleon was defeated by the combined forces of Britain and Prussia

2. The Duke of Wellington led the British

F. St. Helena and Napoleon’s Death

Concluding the Lesson:

1. What is the significance, the legacy, of the French Revolution and Napoleon?

a. The revolution let loose the forces and ideas that have influence and shaken the world ever since:

1) Liberty – it meant freedom from arbitrary authority; freedom of speech, press, conscience, assembly. During the first phase of the revolution there was progress toward these goals, then much was lost during the Reign of Terror, and there was none during Napoleon’s rule.

2) Equality – it meant equality before the law and equality of opportunity, but it did not apply to women

3) Fraternity – it manifested itself in the spirit of nationalism that spread across France and then Europe

b. Much of the history of the world has revolved around these forces; it has inspired revolutionaries everywhere

c. Important because it occurred in the heart of Western Civilization

d. Individuals since have been inspired by the image of Napoleon

e. It opened the road to constitutional government and democratic institutions

2. What were Napoleon’s successes/failures? Must think in terms of political, social, and economic

3. How do you evaluate the success/failure of a historical figure?

a. What were the positive results of his rule?

b. Did the ends he achieved justify the means he used to attain them?

c. To what extent do his accomplishements stand the test of time?

d. What were the benefits obtained by the people he ruled?

e. What was the general quality of his advisers?

f. How did he use courage and imagination to solve problems, conflicts, etc?

4. What immediately followed Napoleon in France?

a. A constitutional monarchy with the Bourbons on the throne

b. Equality before the law, Napoleon’s law codes in place, the settlement with the Church, the vote to property owners, abolition of feudalism, boundaries of 1792, and no vengeance

