Chapter 19: The French Revolution and Napoleon – Lesson 3

The First Republic

Opening the Lesson:

1. The elections to the National Convention(the constitutional convention mentioned at the end of the last lesson) took place in an atmosphere of panic and terror. Why?

a. News arrived in Paris that the Prussian army had entered France and was headed toward Paris.

b. As recruits were preparing to leave Paris, rumors spread that reactionary clergy and nobles would murder their wives and children. The result was the September Massacres and a sweeping victory for the Jacobins in the elections. The conservatives stayed away from the polls in fear.

Developing the Lesson:

I: Gironde and Mountain 1792-1793

A. The National Convention Meets September 20, 1792

1. Meets as French armies were marking their victories

a. French armies drove out the Prussians and occupied Belgium, the Rhine and Savoy

b. Why were the French victorious?

1) Britain had few land forces on the Continent

2) Prussia and Austria were too jealous of each other and were preoccupied with Poland

2. The convention met with a split amongst the Jacobins

a. Gironde

1) They were the more conservative Jacobins

2) They wanted a government with checks and balances

b. The Mountain

1) They were the more radical Jacobins

2) They were led by Danton, Robespierre, and Marat

3) They would eventually gain control of the government

4) They were called the Mountain because the sat at the top of the meeting hall

B. Actions of the National Convention in September, 1792

1. France was declared a republic

2. The king was put on trial in December, 1792, declared a traitor, and sentenced to die

a. Of the 721 who voted; 361 voted death, 360 voted life

b. The king was guillotined January 21, 1793

c. “I am innocent and shall die without fear. I would that my death bring happiness to France and ward off the dangers which I foresee.”

d. Following the king’s death, Britain, Spain, the Netherlands, and Sardinia formed the First Coalition
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C. The Radical Mountain Takes Control

1. Peasants began rebelling against the government and many Girondists were sympathetic with them

2. The leaders of the Mountain turned to the Paris mob (sans-culotte) for support

3. In June, 1793, the National Convention was invaded and the Girondist leaders were arrested and sentenced to die immediately

4. The Mountain had won, Robespierre was the recognized leader and the Reign of Terror had begun

II. The Reign of Terror June, 1793-July, 1794

A. Robespierre

1. Some see him as bloodthirtsy, fanatical, dictatorial, a demagogue, and others see him as an idealist, visionary, patriot

2. Elected in 1789 to represent the Third Estate in the E.G. and then elected to the National Convention in 1792 where he sat with the Mountain

B. Robespierre’s Goals

1. Make France a Republic of Virtue – a democratic republic

2. Repress anarchy and counter-revolution

3. Eliminate all political enemies and suspected traitors

C. The Committee of Public Safety

1. Had been organized in April, 1793, and was headed by Robespierre

2. Once the Mountain controlled the National Convention it was voted unlimited powers to do whatever was necessary to mobilize the country and defend the revolution

D. Actions of Robespierre and the Committee

1. Marie Antoinette was tried, condemned and executed on Oct. 16, 1793

2. 40,000 were executed

a. Most were peasants and laborers while only 8% were nobles

b. In Nantes, 2,000 were drowned

3. The metric system was introduced

4. Weights and measures were based on the decimal system

5. Slavery was abolished in the colonies

6. The calendar was changed

a. Months were made equal with 30 days each and named after the seasons; Germinal was mid-March to mid-April

b. Weeks were made 10 days long with one day of rest thereby eliminating Sunday

c. The year 1 was dated from September 22, 1792, the date of the declaration of the republic

7. Christianity was abolished and a Festival of Reason was proclaimed to celebrate the end of Christianity

8. Titles were discarded and everyone became “Citizen” and “Citizeness”
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9. Silk breeches gave way to trousers while women adopted the flowing robes and hairstyles of ancient Greece

10. Women’s participation in politics was rejected and all women’s associations were outlawed

11. Churches were closed and turned into soldier barracks

12. Bakers were ordered to make only “bread of equality”; a brown bread made of mixture of flours. White bread and pastries were outlawed as luxuries

13. To support the war, craftsmen were told what to produce and when to deliver

E. The War

1. The French armies were victorious as patriotism swept the country

2. It convinced Robespierre to intensify the Terror

a. Danton counseled moderation and Robespierre had him sent to the guillotine along with other moderates and conservatives

b. No one felt safe and a conspiracy was organized Robespierre

F. Robespierre’s End

1. He was shouted down when he tried to speak to the Convention on July 27

2. One July 28 he went to the guillotine

3. This became known as the Thermidorean Reaction because it happened during the month of Thermidor

III. The Thermidorean Reaction and the Directory 1794-1795

A. The Thermidorean Reaction

1. The Convention (the government) was now in the hands of moderates

a. Took power away from the Committee of Public Safety

b. Insurrections by the radical mobs were suppressed

2. Made peace with all except Britain and Austria

3. The Conventiion wrote yet another constitution which established the Directory

a. It provided for limited male suffrage

b. The voters voted for electors who chose a Council of 500 and the Council of Ancients who elected the executive made up of five men called the Directory

B. The Directory

1. This became the government of France for the next four years, 1795-99

2. The government was ineffective

a.  Finances were a mess and the Directory proceeded to limit freedoms

b. Riots and insurrections within Paris continued in which Bonaparte was called upon to suppress; an action which made the Directory dependent on the military

3. France was at war which shifted from self-defense to expansion

4. The Directory was opposed by the right who wanted a return to the Old Regime and the left who couldn’t vote
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a. More and more people longed for a strongman to replace the Directory

b. The strongman would be Napoleon Bonaparte

Concluding the Lesson:

1. Lessons of the Revoluton: The Revolution was a major turning point for Europe and world. The changes that occurred were mainly in the new conceptions of liberty and equality. These new ideas were reflected in the constitutions, laws, and personal status.

a. Feudalism was abolished

b. Introduced uniform law codes, weights and measures

c. Abolished internal trade barriers

d. Liberty meant liberty for the individual

e. Equality meant equality regardless of social class

f. Civil rights meant freedom from government abuse, speech, religion

g. Representative government now meant a system in which voters chose legislators

h. Middle class won a victory over older vested interests

i. Civil service and armies were now professionalized

