Chapter 19: The French Revolution and Napoleon – Lesson 2

The Dissolution of the Monarchy

Opening the Lesson:

1. Could the monarchy have reasserted its control? What was the condition of France during June-July, 1789?

a. In many respects the country seemed to be falling apart and the government seemed paralyzed to do anything about it.

b. The harvest of 1788 had been poor and the 1789 crops were not any better resulting in the price of bread doubling at this time.

c. The rapid growth of trade that had taken place since the American Revolution had slowed; wages fell and unemployment rose.

d. With unemployment, the number of vagrants in the cities skyrocketed frightening people.

e. The people of Paris were alarmed by the concentration of troops around Versailles

f. Mobs (the book uses crowds) were roaming the streets of Paris demanding food.

g. The king ordered troops to Paris to keep order; the people thought he was planning to retake control of the government by force. The people went looking for weapons to protect themselves and the result was the storming of the Bastille.

Developing the Lesson:

I: Popular Uprisings: July-October 1789

A. Storming of the Bastille

1. The Bastille was a medieval fortress with walls 10 feet thick and 8 towers each one 100 feet high

2. It was used as a political prison and was guarded by 80 retired soldiers and 30 Swiss mercenaries

3. The storming took place July 14 (now a national holiday) when the commander of the fortress refused to hand over guns, and ordered his men to fire on the mob killing 100

4. Cannon were brought in by the mob and they fought their way into the prison

B. Results of the Storming

1. Seven prisoners were freed while the commander was hacked to death and his head paraded through the streets

2. The event clearly demonstrated what the people could do and the king backed down on using troops

a. The troops were sent away and a guard was formed to keep order commanded by Lafayette

b. Lafayette combined the red and blue colors of Paris with the white of the House of Bourbon as the new insignia and thus the Tri-Color 

3. The king then ordered the nobles and clergy to join the National Assembly

4. The news of the Bastille caused rioting to spread throughout the countryside which became the Great Fear
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C. The Great Fear

1. It was rumored that troops were marching through the countryside killing and pillaging the rural villages

2. The peasants then went beserk; it was they who rioted and pillaged

3. As a result, many nobles became emigres and the National Assembly began to take significant action in August

II. Forging a New Nation – 1789

A. The National Assembly Acts

1. One nobleman after another stood up and renounced his feudal privileges

2. A new tax systen was instituted in which no one was exempt 

3. The clergy gave up tithes

4. All occupations were declared open to all

5. The requirement of labor on public projects was abolished

6. The Declaration of the Rights of Man was issued

B. The Declaration of the Rights of Man

1. Basically, it . . . 

a. Proclaimed the rights of the people

b. Established the basis for a new government

2. Specifically, it . . .

a. Defined liberty as the freedom to do anything that did not injure others; this would be determined by law

b. Granted freedom of religion

c. Decreed that no one could be arrested without due process of law

d. Declared all were eligible for public office

e. Declared all equal before the law

f. No taxation without consent

g. Separation of powers and representative government

C. Efforts to Establish a New Government

1. Unfortunately, the N.A. was not able to put it into practice

a. They debated and argued over veto power for the king and whether or not there should be a one or two house legislature

b. The Third Estate feared the nobility

2. The reaction of the King and Queen hampered progress

a. He refused to sign the August decrees

b. He began to assemble troops around Versailles and Paris once again

c. On hearing that the decrees were needed because the people had no bread, the queen is to have said, “Let them eat cake!”

3. The people’s reaction to all this resulted in the October Days

D. The October Days

1. On October 4 a mob of women demanding food marched to Versailles, stormed the palace searching for the queen shouting that they would cut off her head, tear out her heart, and fry her liver
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2. The queen and the royal family were saved by the interference of Lafayette

E. Results of the October Days

1. The royal family was forced to move to Paris escorted there by the mob carrying the heads of several aristocrats on pikes at the head of the procession

2. The National Assembly also moved to Paris and came under the influence of more radical elements causing many conservatives to leave the Assembly

3. Political clubs such as the Jacobins were organized

4. The National Assembly between October, 1789, and September, 1791, wrote the Civil Constitution of the Clergy to reform the Church and the Constitution of 1791

III. Reforming the Church – 1790

A. Confiscation of Church Lands

1. Church lands were confiscated and sold to raise money since it was difficult to collect taxes in country with no order

a. Initially the government issued paper money using the lands as collateral

b. When the government sold the lands, the value of the paper was reduced creating inflation

2. The loss of income producing lands undercut religious orders and education depriving thousands of a free education

B. The Civil Constitution of the Clergy – June, 1790

1. Provisions

a. It declared that priest and bishops were to be elected by the people

b. The clergy would be paid by the government

c. A new bishop was required to take an oath of allegiance to the government and forbidden to acknowledge papal authority

d. Prohibited the taking of religious vows and dissolved all monastic orders

2. Reactions and results

a. The pope denounced it as well as the revolution

b. Majority of the clergy refused to take the oath causing thousands of devoted Catholics to support their priests

c. It any hope that the King would go along with the revolution for he concluded that he could do so only by endangering his soul

d. The Church became increasingly anti-democratic and anti-liberal causing democrats and liberals to become increasingly anti-clerical

e. This was the first blunder of the revolution and caused the first serious split in the ranks of the revolutionists
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IV. The Constitution of 1791

A. A Constitutional Monarchy with Three Branches of Government

1. Judicial: judges would be elected with the parlements and Church courts abolished

2. Legislative: a single chamber elected for 2 year terms to be called the Legislative Assembly

3. Executive: headed by the king

a. The king had the power to block legislation for four years but without the power of outright veto

b. The conduct of foreign affairs was left to the king but he could not declare war or make treaties without the consent of the legislature

B. How Democratic was the Constitution?

1. Voting was limited to males 25 years old who paid taxes and taxation was based on property

2. The constitution distinquished between active and passive males

a. Active – those who met the qualification to vote – 4m

b. Passive – those who did not – 2m

c. Both active and passive had the same civil rights

3. The qualifiction to sit in the legislature also required the payment of taxes, but only 70,000 met this qualification

4. The legislature was chosen by indirect vote; voted for electors and they chose the legislature

C. Were the People Satisfied?

1. The majority wanted the revolution stopped at this point

a. A majority of the male population could now vote

b. Peasants were now free from feudal obligations and had added to their lands at the expense of the Church and the nobility

2. A minority wished the revolution to continue in a more radical way

a. These people came from the urban areas who had gained little except legal equality and rights

b. Owning no property they could not vote

c. Among them were the more radical membes of the bourgeoisie called the Jacobins

D. The Jacobins

1. They were called this because they met in the Church of St. Jacques

2. They wanted to abolish the monarchy and establish a republic based on universal suffrage

3. The leading Jacobins were Georges Danton, Maximilien Robespierre, and Jean-Paul Marat

E. The King’s Great Mistake

1. He attempted to flee France with his family disguised as a valet and governess in June, 1791
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2. They were recognized, returned to Paris, placed under house arrest, and now viewed as a traitor

V. The Legislative Assembly

A. The New Government

1. The Constitution was put into effect on October 1, with the acceptance of the king, when the new legislative assembly met on October 1, 1791

2. This government collapsed in August, 1792

B. Reaction of Other Countries

1. Austria and Prussia feared the spread of the revolution and issued warnings to the new government, but reluctant to move against France

2. The key was Leopold II of Austria; he announced that he would go to war if the others would join him knowing that it wouldn’t happen

3. Leopold died and was succeeded by Francis II who was more willing to go to war

C. Reactions in France

1. Reactionaries hoped that a war would restore the monarchy and the Old Regime

2. Radicals believed a war would expose the disloyalty of the king and cause the monarchy’s downfall

3. Conservatives hoped that a war would restore the popularity of the king and unite the country behind the new government

4. France did not wait but declared war against Austria and Prussia on April 20, 1792

D. The War and Events in Paris

1. The war intensified the unrest within France as people feared invasion and the return of the emigres

2. Prussia and Austria issued the  brunswick Manifesto in July, 1792

a. It threatened the destruction of Paris if harm befell the royal family

b. It backfired, causing greater dislike for the royal family, playing into the hands of the radicals

3. The Jacobins plotted and succeeded in the overthrow of the government in August, 1792

a. The Tuileres Palace was attacked and the Swiss Guards were massacred

b. The royal family took refuge with the Legislative Assembly which was meeting

c. The Legislaative Assembly voted to imprison the royal family and convene a convention elected by universal male suffrage to write a new constitution

d. George Danton was put in charge

Concluding the Lesson:

1. The new constitution would last three years.

