US History II
Chapter 18: Cold War Conflicts (1945-1960)
Study Questions

Section 1: Origins of the Cold War
1. Identify 2 major differences between the governments of the U.S. and the Soviet Union.
2. What was the main reason that the U.S. distrusted the Soviet Union throughout WWII?
3. Identify 2 things that the Soviet Union disliked about the Allies throughout WWII?
4. What was the main purpose of the United Nations?  How many countries were originally involved in it?
5. Why was President Truman seemingly unprepared to become President when Franklin Roosevelt died in April, 1945?  What were some of Truman's qualities as a leader? 
6. What was the Potsdam Conference about? What promise did Stalin make yet not fulfill that made President Truman distrust him even more? 
7. What was Stalin's goal in supporting communist governments in Eastern Europe? 
8. What was containment?  What were President Truman's goals in establishing this policy? 
9. Identify the main objectives of the Truman Doctrine.  What were the arguments against it? 
10. What were the objectives of the Marshall Plan?  How effective was it in achieving these objectives? What 2 countries received the most aid?
11. Why did the U. S. initiate the Berlin Airlift in 1948?  What were the effects of this move? 
12. List the original members of N. A. T. O.  What was the purpose of this alliance? 
Section 2: The Cold War Heats Up
13. Who was Chiang Kai-shek?  How did the American public view him? Why did the U. S. Government hold a different view of him? Why did they give him $3 billion?
14. Who was Mao Zedong? What political party did he belong to?  How do you think the American public and U.S. government viewed him?
15. Which leader eventually won the Civil War in China?  List 2 reasons why.
16. Why did the U. S. support South Korea in 1950? 
17. Which two major countries supported North Korea during the Korean War?
18. What was General MacArthur's plan in 1951 to end the stalemate in Korea?  Why did President Truman object so strongly to his suggestions? 
19. Why did President Truman fire General MacArthur?  What was the initial reaction of most Americans to this decision? 
20. How many Americans died in the Korean War?
21. What were the political, economic, and social costs of the Korean War for America? 
Section 3: The Cold War at Home
22. Identify 3 reasons for the fear of communism in the U. S. that appeared following WWII? 
23. Why did President Truman create the Loyalty Review Board in 1947? How successful do you think they were in achieving their goal?
24. Why was the House Un-American Activities Committee created? 
25. What was the McCarran Act?  
26. What was the Alger Hiss case about?  
27. What was the Julius and Ethel Rosenberg case about?  What happened to them? 
28. What major charge did Senator Joseph McCarthy make?  
29. Describe McCarthyism.  How many names did he claim to have?  Did he ever name anyone?
30. Why didn't the Republican Party stop Senator McCarthy? 
31. How did McCarthyism impact state and local government laws?  
32. How did McCarthyism effect the behavior of regular citizens? (chart at top of p. 621)
Section 4: Two Nations Live on the Edge
33. How was an H – bomb different than an atomic bomb?  What country developed it first?  When was the first one exploded?

34. What was the foreign policy of brinkmanship?  How was it different from our previous policy of containment? Which branch of the military expanded?  Which branches became smaller?
35. What was the role of the CIA in Iran?  in Guatemala? 
36. What was the Warsaw Pact and why was it formed? 
37. What was President Eisenhower's proposal of "open skies”?  Did this happen?

38. What led to the Suez War of 1956?  Which 3 countries led military action into the canal zone?  Who stepped in to stop this conflict from escalating? 
39. What was the Eisenhower Doctrine?
40. When was Israel created?  Which organization created it?  Which 2 states was it supposed to include?  What did the U.S. and Soviets think about this plan?
41. How did Hungary become a Cold War trouble spot in 1956?  What ended up happening there?  What response did the U.S. have?
42. How was Nikita Khrushchev a different Soviet leader from Stalin?  How was he the same?  
43. Why did the launching of Sputnik I create such fear in the U. S.?  What did the American government do to respond to this Soviet technological achievement? 
44. What was the purpose of a U-2 plane?  What happened to the “last” U-2 flight?  What impact did that flight have on U.S. – Soviet relations? 

