Chapter 17: the Enlightenment – Lesson 5

Challenges to the Enlightenment

Opening the Lesson:

1. There were attacks upon the philosophes claiming that the universe, humans, and society could not be fully comprehended or completely explained by reason; emotions and faith had their place in the order of things. Examples of those who attacked the philosophes were:

a. David Hume (1711-1776) – He believed that all knowledge came from experience. he also argued that the existence of God could not be proved, but neither could God’s existence be disproved.

b. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) – There is knowledge beyond our experiences

Developing the Lesson:

I: Pietists and Methodists

A. Pietists

1. Pietism was a Protestant religious revival beginning in Germany

a. Early reformers had eliminated many practices of the Church

b. The revivalists felt that Protestantism had become too plain and dry

c. They called for a warm, emotional religion; enthusiasm in prayer, worship and preaching – the heart must burn – religion comes from the heart; not necessarily from reason

d. Bible reading and study should include everyone

e. Christians should be reborn

2. John Wesley was influenced by pietist thinking and served as the catalyst for a religious revival in England

B. John Wesley (1703-1791)

1. He came from a family of ministers and was ordained an Anglican priest

2. Taught at Oxford and continually thought abut his own salvation

3. In 1738 he described his own emotional conversion – he was attending a religious meeting at which one was reading Luther’s preface to St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. He was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ. At that moment Weslely felt his heart warmed and felt the assurance that he was saved from sin and death

4. Wesley began preaching, traveling 225,000 miles on horseback, preaching 40,000 sermons in 50 years

5. He rejected the  Calvinist doctrine of predestination and preached that all who sought salvation would receive it – a message of hope and joy.

6. Wesley stressed the worth of the individual

7. Philosophes attacked the causes of evil; Methodists accepted evil and attacked its symptoms

8. Pietism, Wesley, and other such movements had a democraticizing affect in stressing the worth of the individual and awakening a spiritual consciousness. 
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II. Literature and the Arts

A. The Artistic Style of the 18th Century

1. Unlike the Baroque of the 17th Century, we have no single stylistic label for the 18th Century

2. There were several trends:

a. The development of the novel

b. The birth of romantic poetry

c. The development of the symphony and classical music

d. Rococo and Classical styles of architecture and painting

B. The Augustan Age of Literature in England

1. The modern novel had its strongest development in England

a. Writers and booksellers cultivated a growing middle class reading public

b. Novels focused on family life and everyday problems of love, marriage, and morality 

2. The literature made attempts at realism

3. Who were the great Augustan writers?

a. Jonathan Swift and his Gulliver’s Travels which was a bitter attack on the optimism of the philosophes

b. Daniel DeFoe and his Robinson Crusoe and Moll Flanders
c. Henry Fielding and Tom Jones
d. Edward Gibbons and his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
C. Birth of Romanticism

1. Poetry was the most prized of literary expression

a. It had particular rules for writing 

b. It was suppose to be elegant and refined

c. Only the highly educated could appreciate it

d. Poets were not permitted to unburden their souls or write of their own experiences

2. Romanticism was influenced by the Enlightenment

a. Poets began to rebel just as the philosophes rebelled against old ideas

b. The new poets began making poetry more flexible and expressing it in a way that was accessible to all

3. Goethe

a. He inspired strong emotional themes with his writing

b. Wrote a novel of a young man driven to despair and suicide by an impossible love – The Sorrows of Young Werther
D. Painting and Architecture

1. Neoclassicism was popular in England

a. Gibbons’ history and the discovery of Pompeii influenced the movement

b. Reynolds, Romney, Gainsborough, and Copley were popular artists
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2. Blue Boy by Thomas Gainsborough (1727-1788)

a. Gainsborough purposely blurred the background to make sure that the viewers attention is not drawn away from the boy

b. The boy exhibits a quiet, low-key personality; he is at ease and content with his surroundings

c. Who is blue boy? He was a delievery boy. When he arrived with groceries, Gainsborough was convinced that he was the model he was looking for; his name has been lost in history

d. Gainsborough was a rival of Reynolds; Reynolds claimed that blue should never be in the foreground; Gainsborough disagreed, obtained a blue costume, and looked for a model.

e. Gainsborough preferred painting landscapes, but landscapes were hard to sell. Portraits were in demand, and he painted over a 1,000. at the time of his death, his studio was filled with landscapes now considered masterpieces.

3. Death of Major Peirson by John Singleton Copley (1738-1815)

a. He was a successful portrait painter in Britain and here, but he won renown for his large, dramatic, historical pictures

b. This painting shows an incident on the island of Jersey in 1781; the French seized the island and imprisoned the commander, but 24 year old Major  Peirson took command of the British troops, and crushed the invasion. At the moment of his triumph, Peirson was wounded and died in the arms of his friends. His black servant gets revenge by killing the Frenchman who had fired the fatal shot.

c. Why was the painting so famous? It was a time when people received all their information through print – and paintings. When this painting was first displayed it had a tremendous emotional impact. He visualized the horror of battle and stirred the patriotism of the English.

d. How did it stir feelings of patriotism? The dying hero represents the glory of giving up life for one’s country; the flag, the young drummer salutes his major even while he is dying; the young mother fleeing with her children suggests that the battle was fought to save the innocent and to protect the people at home. The arrival of fresh troops suggests that there are always more English ready to fight for a just cause.

4. Rococo was popular in France

a. It was more decorative than Baroque

b. Was considered delicate and more graceful than Baroque

E. Music

1. Music ruled the artistic world

2. The piano was invented and the sonata and the symphony

3. The great composers were Bach, Handel, Haydn and Mozart
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Concluding the Lesson:

1. Women? 

