US History 
Chapter 17: The United States in World War II (1941-1945)
Study Questions

Section 1: Mobilizing for Defense
1. How did Americans' response to the Japanese raid on Pearl Harbor differ from Japanese expectations? 

2. What types of positions did the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps have?  What were they not allowed to participate in?
3. Describe the contributions of Mexican Americans, African Americans, Asian Americans, and Native Americans. 

4. How did the nation's industries mobilize for the war effort? 
5. Why were businesses concerned that there wouldn’t be enough workers to meet the needs of supplying the war effort?  Were they correct?
6. How did women and minorities contribute to the production of war related supplies?  Were they discriminated against?  Explain.
7. Who was A. Philip Randolph and why did he organize a March on Washington in July, 1941?  What did FDR do to ensure the march would never occur?
8. Why did FDR create the Office of Scientific Research and Development (OSRD)?  Identify 4 things that they did to help save U.S. lives.

9. What was the most significant achievement of the OSRD? 

10. What 2 problems was the Office of Price Administration (OPA) created to solve? How did they attempt to do this and were they successful?
11. What was the purpose of the War Production Board (WPB)?
Section 2: The War for Europe and North Africa
12. What countries did Churchill convince FDR the greatest threats for the 2 countries when the U.S. entered WWII?  What did the 2 leaders agree to do about it?
13. Identify 3 ways that the U.S. responded to Wolf pack attacks on Allied cargo ships in the Atlantic.
14. Why was the Battle of Stalingrad a great turning point of the war in Europe? 

15. What was the cost of victory for the Soviets at Stalingrad? 

16. What was the Allied North African campaign called?  What was the outcome of this campaign?  How long did it take to achieve?

17. Where was the 1st battle during the Italian campaign fought?  What ended up happening to Mussolini after this battle?
18. Why did Germany send its army into Italy?  About how long did it take for fighting to stop in Italy from the time of the 1st battle?

19. How many Allied troops were available for the Allied Operation Overlord?  What did the invasion of Normandy become known as?  Know the date of this invasion.

20. About how long did it take the Allies to liberate France, Belgium, and Luxembourg from the time of the invasion at Normandy? 

21. Who won the U.S. Presidential Election in November of 1944? 
22. Why did the Germans launch the Battle of the Bulge?  Why was it initially successful? Why did it end up being a major turning point in the war?
23. Which group of troops was the first to find a Nazi death camp? 

24. Describe the events leading up to Hitler’s death and the disposal of his body.

25. Know what V-E Day stands for and when it occurred?

26. When did FDR die?  Who took over as President? Did FDR live to see V-E day?
Section 3:  The War in the Pacific

27. What 2 types of U.S. ships survived Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor in the Pacific? 

28. What happened in the Philippines immediately after the attack on Pearl Harbor?  What do you think this did to U.S. morale?

29. What event was Doolittle’s raid on Tokyo similar to?  How did this change morale?

30. What happened at the Battle of Coral Sea?   

31. What happened at the Battle of Midway and why was it important? 
32. What was significant about Japan’s defeat at Guadalcanal on the Solomon Islands?

33. Who won the Battle of Leyte Island in the Philippines? 
34. What happened at the Battle of Iwo Jima?  Around how many people died on each side?
35. What happened at the Battle of Okinawa?  Around how many people died on each side?
36. Why were Truman and Churchill weary of a land invasion of Japan?  
37. What was the purpose of the Manhattan Project?  How many Americans were involved?  Where was the 1st test conducted at?  Was it successful?

38. What 2 cities were atomic bombs dropped on?
39. What were the pros and cons concerning the dropping of bombs on Japanese cities in August, 1945?  (Point & Counterpoint Section)
40. What 3 world leader were present at the Yalta Conference?  Identify 4 decisions made at this conference? 

41. What were the Nuremberg trials?  What “important principle” was established? 
42. What was the U.S. role in Japan after the war?  Who led this program?
Section 4:  The Home Front

43. Provide 3 examples of how the war years were good for working people. 

44. Provide 3 examples of how the war years were good for farmers.
45. Provide 2 examples of how the war years were good for women.  What happened to most of those opportunities when the war ended?

46. Why did the population shift within the U.S. during the war?   Which area of the country lost population?  Which group of people were most likely to leave that area?
47. What societal adjustments were made during the war?
48. What provisions did the GI Bill of Rights make for returning veterans? 
49. What was the purpose of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)?  

50. What happened during the summer of 1943 in Detroit and Los Angeles because of racism?  
51. What happened to Japanese Americans during World War II?  Why?
52. What was the decision in the Supreme Court case of Korematsu v. U. S.? 

53. How and when did this situation with Japanese Americans finally end? 

