Chapter 15: War and Diplomacy 1713-1763—Lesson 4
Opening the Lesson:

1. What were the major wars of the period 1688-1763?

a. War of the League of Augsburg 1688-1697

b. Great Northern War 1700-1721

c. War of the Spanish Succession 1701-1713

d. War of the Austrian Succession 1740-1748

e. Seven Years’ War 1756-1763

2. With the exception the Great Northern War, all are tied to wars in North America involving France and England fighting for control of the North American continent:

a. War of the League of Augsburg – King William’s War

b. War of the Spanish Succession – Queen Anne’s War

c. War of the Spanish Succession – King George’s War

d. Seven Years’ War – French and Indian War

3. In looking at the causes/purposes of these wars, one must recognize that all involved the concept of the balance of power.

4. What were the threats to the balance of power in the 18th Century?

a. The expansion of Russia at the expense of Sweden, Poland, and the Ottoman Empire

b. The expansion of Prussia at the expense of Poland, Austria, and Sweden

c. The rivalry between France and Britain

d. The desire of Austria to drive the Turks from Europe

e. The desire Elizabeth Farnese, the wife of Philip V of Spain, to obtain thrones for her two sons

5. With all these wars and the threats created by the above situations, was a balance of power maintained? Yes Why?

a. Warfare tended to be limited

b. Upon the conclusion of the wars, no one wanted to completely crush the loser

6. There are three important questions to be answered regarding the wars of the 18th Century before we begin this section: (Students will have read the handout “The Aristocracy Plays at War” and completed these questions before the lesson)

a. How were 18th Century wars different from previous and later wars? – Wars were designed to be controlled. The chaos of the 17th Century wars and the destruction wreaked upon civilian populations caused military experts and politicians to plan new war strategies. This approach to war reflected the aristocratic manners of those in control. Wars were fought for power and prestige; not ideologies, moral principles, survival, or world conquest. This would begin to change by the beginning of the 19th Century.

b. To what extent were 18th Century wars a game? – the aristocrats and governments who controlled the wars wanted power, but they wanted power without disturbing the overall balance of power and thus controlled their conquests. The aristocracy entered war to gain personal prestige and honor and were more concerned with troop movements, etc. than winning a bloody battle. Generals hesitated to risk
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 troops that took years to train and were expensive to equip. Therefore, strategy did not involve destroying the enemy but maneuvering for advantage or position – like a game of chess. civilians were little affected by wars. Attempts were made to supply troops from a home base and avoid destructive pillaging. You did not want to anatognize the enemy because you wanted the same courtesy extended to you. The enemy of today was the ally of tomorrow. Peace treaties were negotiated; not imposed.

c. Who benefitted from these wars? The wars served the purposes of the state and the aristocracy. The civilian population existed to support the expense of the maintaining an army.

Developing the Lesson:

I: The Turkish and Polish Questions 1716-1769

A. The Ottoman Empire

1. Austria saw Turkey as a threat and vice versa

2. Turkey’s onslaught was stopped in the late 1600s and Austria gained Hungary

3. Turkey was also threatened by Russia, but France always lent support to Turkey and Britain was added later

B. Poland

1. Poland is largely ignored in European history and will actually cease to exist in the 1790s

2. War of the Polish Succession 1733-1735

a. An example of how wars were fought between families as much as between countries

b. Spain gained the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies for the Bourbons and Elizabeth Farnese had a throne for her son

II. The Austrian Succession 1739-1749

A. The War of Jenkins Ear 1739

1. A stupid little war, but it was extended to include the War of the Austrian Succession

2. Causes of the War of Jenkins Ear

a. Britain was not happy with the asiento privilege and began smuggling

b. Spain retaliated with patrols to stop the smuggling, caught a Captain Robert Jenkins, and punished him by slicing off his ear

c. Jenkins appeared before Parliament, produced his ear, claimed it was in the cause of his country, and in a patriotic uproar, Britain went to war

d. France the went to Spain’s aid

3. The war set the stage for a wider European war involving the Austrian succession

page 3

B. War of the Austrian Succession 1740-1748

1. In 1740 the Austrian king and HRE, Charles VI, died leaving the Austrian throne to his daughter, Maria Theresa, according to the Pragmatic Sanction

a. The P.S. was signed by the European powers assuring that M.T. would be recognized as the legitimate heir to the Austrian throne

b. No woman had ever sat onthe Austrian throne and her father wanted to assure the succession of his family (M.T. proved to be one of the Hapsburgs most capable rulers; she dominated her husband and her sons by force of personality)

2. In the same year (1740) that M.T. took the throne of Austria, Fredrick II (the Great) took the throne of Prussia

3. Frederick immediately ignored the P.S. and without warning or provocation invaded Silesia

4. In this war, England allied with Austria while France and Spain allied with Prussia – why did these alliances occur?

a. France saw Austria as a traditional enemy. 

1) The Austrians controlled the Spanish Netherlands (Belgium), and –

2) France was pursuing her traditional policy of keeping the Germans divided and the Hapsburgs weak by supporting Prussia against the Hapsburgs

b. Being a war between the Bourbons of France and the Hapsburgs of Austria, Spain, with a Bourbon king, allied with France

c. Britain, of course, was concerned about protecting Hanover from possible Prussian aggression

5. The fighting in America began to tilt the balance making France willing to negotiate resulting in the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle

C. Results of the War of the Austrian Succession

1. All conquests were restored except Silesia which doubled the size of Prussia’s population to 6m and gave her large deposits of coal, iron and a thriving textile industry

2. The war proved a major weakness in France’s position; by maintaining a large army she could not fight Britain on the sea, and if she focused on the sea she became vulnerable on land

3. Maria Theresa was guaranteed her throne and her husband was recognized as the HRE

4. Prussia was now a great power

5. With the lose of Silesia, the Hapsburg (Austrian) Empire was now more non-German than German, and Austria wanted Silesia back making certain another war

6. The peace was only a truce; it gave breathing time until the next round of fighting
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III. The Diplomatic Revolution and the Seven Years’ War 1756-1763

A. The Diplomatic Revolution – what was it?

1. Austria allied with France, and Russia joined this alliance

2. Britain allied with Prussia

B. What Caused This Revolution, This Change in Alliances?

1. The loss of Silesia caused Austria to seen an Alliance with her old enemy France

a. Austria promised Belgium to France in return for help in regaining Silesia

b. The alliance was sealed with the marriage of the future Louis XVI and Maria Antoinette

c. The alliance was not popular in France, and they did not like that “Austrian woman”

2. The Austrian-French alliance caused Britain to seek an alliance with Prussia in return for a guarantee of Hanover

C. The Seven Years’ War 1756-1763

1. Like the other wars, it was two separate wars

2. On the Continent, Prussia was in bad shape

a. She received little military help from Britain

b. She was confronted with the armies of Russia, France, and Austria whose combined populations were 15x that of Prussia

3. What worked to Prussia’s advantage?

a. France was having to fight in two places

b. The Austrian armies were inept on the battlefield

c. Elizabeth of Russia died and was succeeded by Peter III who liked Frederick and switiched sides

4. Once again, the fighting in America tilted the balance and made France willing to negotiate resulting in the Peace of Paris 1763

D. Overall Results of the War

1. France lost all possessions in North America to Britain and Spain

2. The territories in Europe remained as they were; Prussian remained intact, but German divisions remained; the balance of power was preserved 

3. Prussia and Austria continued to eye each other as rivals

4. France suffered little economically as her trade with America doubled between 1755 and 1785

5. Britain’s trade doubled

6. The war hardened the Prussians and caused them to glorify war even more

7. Britain emerged as the leading world power

