Chapter 15: The Great Powers in Conflict: Germany and the Thirty Years War – Lesson 1
Opening the Lesson:

1. Before lesson, students will have completed the exercise “The Thirty Years War” from the Center for Learning

2. Three major issues of the war:

a. the struggle between France and Spain for European supremacy

b. Protestant vs. Catholic

c. Central vs. local control

Developing the Lesson:

I. Background

A. The Holy Roman Empire and the German States

1. Language was not as important as was religion as the tie that bound people together in a sense of community, but –

a. religion in Germany did not provide the basis for a sense of national unity because –

b. in Germany there was no real minority and no real majority as in other countries; Germany and the Empire ere evenly divided

2. Since the Reformation, the HRE and the German States were in a constant state of turmoil

a. in 1500 the German States had been a center of culture, but by 1600 this was no longer true

1) their universities no longer attracted outside students

2) commerce was declining

b. much of the problem was due to the religious divisions

1) the Peace of Augsburg resulted in constant struggles within states to make them Lutheran or Catholic whenever a ruler died

2) the Lutheran states were highly suspicious of the outside world; burned more witches than elsewhere

3) intellectual life was consumed by religious arguments

4) Calvinism had moved into the Palatinate; German state centered along the Rhine

c. the position of the HRE was elective, and the Hapsburgs always feared being ousted – therefore ---

B. The Basic Causes of the Thirty Years War

1. religion

2. power and ambition

C. The Stage is Set for War

1. In 1608 the Protestant states organized an alliance with the support of  the Netherlands, England and France

2. The Catholic states then organized an alliance with the support of Spain

a. Spain hoped to crush the Netherlands once and for all

b. Spain wanted to help the Hapsburgs consolidate their power in central Europe
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c. the Spanish also hoped to conquer the Protestant territories and join them with a conquered Netherlands thus surrounding France – which all leads to a very complex war

D. The Complexity of the Thirty Years’ War

1. First, it was a religious war among the German states and involving a number of other countries

2. Secondly, it was a war fought to keep the Hapsburgs from increasing their power and to keep the German states independent

3. Thirdly, it was an international war between France and the Hapsburgs, between Spain and the Dutch with Denmark and Sweden getting involved

E. Who Is Involved?

1. Countries and Peoples

a. Roman Catholics and Protestants

b. HRE, France, Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark, Spain, and the German States

2. Important Individuals

a. Ferdinand II – HRE – to restore unity to the Empire and eliminate the Protestatnts

b. Christian IV  r. 1588-1648 – Denmark – expand his territories

c. Cardinal Richelieu – France – crush the Hapsburgs

d. Gustavus Adolphus  r. 1611-1632 – Sweden – crush the Catholics, unite the Lutherans and Calvinists and become HRE

F. When Is the War?

1. 1618-1648 in three basic phases

II. The Struggle Over Bohemia and the Palatinate 1618-25: First Phase

A. The War’s Immediate Cause

1. Bohemia, lagely Protestant, revolted against the HRE, who refused to grant toleration to the Protestants, and offered the Bohemian crown to the Calvinist ruler of the Palatinate

2. Spain then occupied the Palatinate upsetting the balance of power which caused fighting to break out in both areas

B. Results of the First Phase

1. Ferdinand II, HRE, was triumphant and Protestantism ended in Bohemia

2. The heads of the Bohemian Protestant leaders were displayed for ten years on pikes over a bridge in Prague

III. Intervention by Denmark and Sweden 1625-35: Second Phase

A. Denmark Enters the War 1625-29

1. Christian IV feared the Hapsburgs would move north 

a. intervened to support the Protestant cause, but also –

b. hoped to extend his territory into northern Germany

2. The Dutch allied with Denmark because they feared the Hapsburgs
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B. Ferdinand II Enlists the Aid of Albert of Wallenstein

1. He was a private individual who raised and supported his own army

2. He defeated the Danes and a treaty was signed restoring Denmark’s territory and with a Danish promise not to intervene again in German territory

3. Both Catholic and Protestant princes of Germany now feared for their independence and with Sweden joined against Ferdinand II

C. Sweden Enters the War 1630-35

1. Gustavus Adolphus entered the war because he too feared the Hapsburgs but he also had ambitions to control northern Germany and become HRE

2. He was killed in battle in 1632

3. The Hapsburgs won another victory when they defeated Sweden in 1635 thus bringing about the third phase

IV. The Hapsburg-Bourbon Conflict 1635-48: Third Phase

A. France Allies with Sweden and Enters the War

1. French and Swedish armies wreaked havoc on the German countryside

2. Dutch defeated the Spanish navy and ended Spanish naval power

3. Few German states were now fighting with France and Sweden

4. Hapsburg defeats led to peace conference

B. The Peace Conference

1. France and Sweden insisted that the German states be represented individually which helped to divide them

2. Negotiations began in 1641 but no treaty until 1648

3. This was the first conference to deal more with the affairs of state than with religion

V. The Peace of Westphalia 1648

A. Terms of the Treaty

1. The terms of the Peace of Augsburg were renewed and Calvinism was added as an acceptable faith

2. The Netherlands and Switzerland were recognized as independent

3. Dutch control of the East Indies was recognized

4. Sweden gained territory along the Baltic

5. Each German state was recognized as sovereign thus fragmenting the HRE

6. The HRE could no longer tax, recruit an army, or declare war without the consent of the German states

B. General Outcomes of the War

1. Dutch commercial power increased

2. German unity was prevented for another 200 years

3. The HRE ceased to be a major political force

4. The German states ceased to be meaningful participants in European affairs for the next 100 years for they were physically wrecked

5. The Hohenzollerns emerged as an important dynastic family
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6. France became the dominant power in europe

7. The aims of war and war itself changed

a. discipline improved and combat became less vicious

b. casualities actually decreased from 1 in 3 to 1 in 10 by early 1700s

8. Spain was isolated

Concluding the Lesson:

1. The papacy was not involved which meant that this was the beginning of no state recognizing a higheer power or common tie. Europe was now a large number of unconnecte sovereign states acting according to their own laws, following their own interests. The nation was becoming the basi object of the people’s loyalty.

