US History II
Chapter 15: The New Deal (1933-1940)
Study Questions

Section 1: A New Deal Fights the Depression
1. According to Hank Oettinger, why were people so happy?

2. Why was FDR elected in 1932?  What personal characteristics of his seemed to appeal to the general public? 
3. What did the 20th Amendment change?
4. What were the three major goals of the New Deal? 
5. How did FDR handle the banking crisis during his first hundred days in office?
6. Why did FDR engage in a series of "Fireside chats" with the American people? 

7. How did Congress and the president attempt to save the banking system and the stock market in 1933? 
8. How did the AAA, CCC and NIRA attempt to help people?
9. In general, how did liberal and conservative critics differ in their opposition to the New Deal? 

10. Why did people regard FDR's court-packing scheme as a threat to the constitutional principle of separation of powers? 

11. What did Father Coughlin, Dr. Townsend, and Senator Huey Long dislike about the New Deal? 

Section 2: The Second New Deal Takes Hold

12. According to Dorothea Lange, what types of people did she photograph?

13. What role did Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt play in her husband's administration during the Second New Deal? 
14. Describe the photo, “Migrant Mother.”
15. What was the political significance of the 1936 presidential election? 

16. How did the Second New Deal attempt to help sharecroppers, migrant workers, and other poor farmers? 

17. What arguments could be used by the supporters and critics of the Works Progress Administration [WPA] and the National Youth Administration [NYA]? 

18. What were the major provisions of the Wagner Act of 1935?  What were the three areas covered by the original Social Security Act of 1935? 

19. Why might the Social Security Act be considered the most important achievement of the entire New Deal era? 
Section 3: The New Deal Affects Many Groups

20. According to Pedro J. Gonzales, how did people view Mexican immigrants?

21. What opportunities were available for women during the New Deal period?  What limitations still existed at the time? 

22. Why was the "Black Cabinet" important to FDR's administration? 

23. Why was FDR never fully committed to full civil rights for African-Americans? 

24. How did the New Deal discriminate against African-Americans? 

25. What actions did Africa-Americans take themselves to push civil rights onto the national agenda during the New Deal? 

26. How was the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 a challenge to prior government treatment of Native Americans as laid down by the Dawes Act of 1887? 
27. What groups made up the “New deal Coalition”?
28. How did New Deal policies affect organized labor? 

29. Why did the CIO use sit-down strikes?  How effective were they? 

30. Why did urban voters support President Franklin D. Roosevelt? 
Section 4: Culture in the 1930s

31. According to Don Congdon, how did the movies help people deal with the Depression?

32. What types of entertainment were most popular during the Depression? 

33. What purpose did movies and radio serve during the Great Depression? 
34. What were the goals of the FAP?
35. What were the themes of the plays, books, paintings/murals and music of this period? 

36. How did the literature of the time reflect the issues of the Depression? 

Section 5: The Impact of the New Deal

37. According to George Dobbin, why did he support FDR?

38. Why did industrial production drop again and unemployment go up once more in 1938? Why was the New Deal over, in reality, by 1939? 

39. What impact did the New Deal have on the role and structure of the federal government? 

40. What New Deal programs are still around today?
41. How did the Social Security system represent a change from past government policies? 

42. How did New Deal programs benefit as well as harm the environment? 

