Chapter 14: Exploration and Expansion: West By Sea to the Indies – Lesson 2
Opening the Lesson:

1. During the late 15th and early 16th Centuries, Portugal and Spain were the chief leaders in exploration, but before the 16th Century was over, the northern powers of England, France and the Netherlands had taken over.

2. The Iberian Peninsula with Spain and Portugal were also the first to explore. Why?

3. Why did Spain lag behind Portugal?

a. Spain had no one comparable to Prince Henry

b. Spanish were busy expelling the Moors

Developing the Lesson:

I: Columbus and Later Explorers

A. Columbus

1. There are four basic questions to be answered concerning Columbus

a. Who was he?

b. What kind of man was he and what forces shaped him?

c. What were his goals?

d. Did he achieve his goals and what did he make of his discoveries?

2. Who was he?

a. born in Genoa, Italy 1451 to parents who were weavers of wool

b. from early boyhood he spent much of his time at sea traveling to North Africa, France, Ireland, and Iceland

c. at 25 he went to Lisbon, Portugal

1) Lisbon was the busiest world seaport at the time

2) sailed for Portugal for the next 8 years

d. married at 28 and had son, Diego, and his wife died shortly after

e. married a second time and had another son who went with him on his fourth voyage

3. What kind of man was he and what forces shaped him?

a. he was deeply religious

1) he was present when the Moors were expelled from Granada on January 2, 1492 and clearly felt their was a link between this and his sailing on August 3

2) believed Christianity should be carried to places and peoples where it did not exist

b. he was very knowledgeable of the sea

1) this is evident from what had already been stated

2) his successful 33 day voyage owed a great deal to his seamanship and knowledge of instruments

4. What was his goal?

a. wanted to find a direct route to Asia

1) at time of first marriage he P. king asking for help but was ignored

2) in 1485 went to Spain and made proposal to F. and I.

3) F. and I. submitted proposals to advisers; busy expelling Moors

4) made another effort with letter to F. and I. in 1491 which was accepted
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b. someone else would have done it, but the fact remains – he did

5. Did he achieve his goal and what did he make of his discoveries?

a. he was, in many respects, a failure

b. he never fully comprehended his achievements

B. The Voyages of Columbus

1. First voyage

a. Nina, Pinat and the Santa Maria

b. records only of Nina but no one knows what the ships looked like

c. records of the 87 men

d. took only water and wine to drink

1) coffee and tea unknown

2) Spanish did not like beer

e. bisucits, salted meat and fish, cheese, beans, rice, almonds, raisins and honey

f. encountered no storms, heavy seas or prolonged calm

g. he recorded fewer miles than covered each day

h. sited san Salvador Oct. 12, Cuba and Hispaniola

i. headed home Jan. 16; arrived Lisbon March 4

2. Second voyage

a. traveled with 17 ships and 1500 colonists

b. 1493 – sited many of the islands in the Antilles and discovered Jamaica

c. left colonists on Hispaniola and returned to Spain in 1496

3. Third voyage

a. 1498-1500

b. hit the coast of Venezuela and then on to Hispaniola

c. settlers were very discontented; no gold

d. Columbus was put in chains and sent home

4. Fourth voyage

a. 1502-1504

b. Columbus was baffled and frustrated; kept probing the Caribbean hoping to find something; reached Honduras

c. F. and I. ignored him; queen died within a month after his return

C. Death and Burial of Columbus

1. Died in relative obscurity in 1506

2. Buried in Seville and later sent to Santo Domingo but was he later returned to Seville?

D. Later Explorers

1. Amerigo Vespucci, Ponce de Leon and Vasco de Balboa were among them

2. Interest turns to getting around the continent

a. neither the Portugues nor Spanish will go north

b. Magellan will find the Southwest Passage and make the voyage
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3. Ferdinand Magellan

a. Portuguese nobleman who felt he was not rewarded enough for services in Africa and India

b. offered to help Charles V by sailing around the continent and prove that the Spice Islands lay on Spain’s side of the Line of Demarcation – a proposal that Charles V enthusiastically accepted

c. set out with 5 ships and 240 men

d. wintered on southern coast of Argentina; 200 miles north of strait

1) strait is now the Strait of Magellan

2) 360 miles long between the continent and Tierra del Fuego

e. 3 ships left; one sank and one returned

f. reached Pacific and believed islands to be 2,000 miles; 10,000 miles

g. crossed in 98 days

h. reached Philippines where he was killed

i. one ship, the Victoria, with 18 crewmen and a cargo of cloves made it back

II. The Growth of the Spanish Empire

A. Spain Differs from Portugal

1. She began her empire of plunder and settlement and remained so throughout 300 years

a. the explorers were followed by soldiers, missionaries and settlers

b.   Columbus’ 1493 voyage was outfitted for colonization unlike the Portuguese

2. The Church saw the new lands as a field for crusading, the government saw it as a source of gold and silver, and the nobility saw it as a place to make their fortunes

3. Portuguese Brazil was more rural and the races mixed more thoroughly because there were more slaves and white P. men drew no sexual color line

B. The Explorers/ Conquistadores 

1. Hernando Cortes, Francisco Pizarro, Francisco Coronado, Hernando de Soto and Cabeza de Vaca

2. Why were the Indian cultures that Cortes and Pizarro encountered subdued so easily?

Concluding the Lesson:

1.   Spanish Colonies

a.
Government was centralized and paternalistic

b.
Mestizos were those of mixed European and Indian blood

c.
Were unable to use Indians as slave labor and thus African slaves

d.
Used the encomienda – system by which Indians were required to work for an owner for a certain number of days per week while retaining parcels of land for their own use

