Chapter 14: Exploration and Expansion: East by Sea to the Indies – Lesson 1

Opening the Lesson:

1. The major objective of this chapter is to become familiar with the overseas voyages of Europeans between the late 15th and late 18th Centuries, and the impact which these voyages had on both Europeans and non-Europeans.

2. European expansion is often seen as the most important historical movement in history. Europeans carried their culture with them wherever they went, preserved it intact, and imposed it on others.

3. The spread of European civilization first began in the Middle Ages, but it did not grow into an active movement until the 15th Century. Why?

a. the Plague

b. the Hundred Years’ War

c. the threat of the Ottoman Empire

d. land routes to Asia were more hazardous

e. China drove out missionaries in the mid-14th Century

f. Mongols who had once welcomed Christians, converted to Islam

4. At the beginning of the age of exploration, Europeans were not particularly highly civilized when compared to peoples in the non-West. Long after the Europeans had established their dominance, they were looked upon as well-armed barbarians by many in the non-West. The major question arises, therefore, just why and how were the Europeans so successful in coming to dominate the world for the next 400 years?

5. First, we will look at the motives for expansion and the developments that enabled it to take place.

Developing the Lesson:

I: Motives for Expansion

A. Inspiration of the Renaissance

B. Religious Zeal

1. Religious attitudes and values dominated European thinking 

a. desire to Christianize the world

b. the crusading fever was a basic part of the Portuguese and Spanish national ideal

2. Generated by past Crusades and reinforced by the coming of the Ref.

C. Riches and Economics

1. Was it greed or –

2. Was it simply a desire to better themselves 

D. Desire for All-Water Route to Asia

1. Goods had been brought from the East since the Crusades

2. Each time goods changed hands, the prices rose

3. Italian cities controlled the trade with the East

4. The fall of Constantinople in 1453 threatened to cut off trade
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II. Developments Which Aided the Age of Discovery

A. Improved Techniques in Shipbuilding

1. Galleys had been used since ancient times

a. propelled largely by manpower

b. could not withstand rough winds of Atlantic

c. ships were broad of beam and carried square sail

2. Caravels were developed by the Portuguese

a. small, light, three-masted

b. slimmer hull and lateen sail

c. substituted wind power for man power

3. Population losses caused by the Black Death forced the development of new ships that didn’t require as much manpower

4. Galleys carried soldiers for defense, but the introduction of gunpowder and cannon meant less men and less food was needed for long voyages

B. Improved Navigational Instruments

1. Magnetic compass

2. Astrolabe

a. developed by Arabs in the 12th Century

b. used to determine altitude of sun permitting sailors to plot latitude but not longitude

C. Development of Nation-States

D. Development of Capitalism

1. Economic system where individuals put money to work to make more money

a. individuals, competing to make money, determine what to produce, how to produce it, how to distribute it, and what price to charge

b. involves private property, profit motive, hiring labor for  wages, and lending money

2. During the Middle Ages –

a. people tended to live at a subsistence level under feudal restrictions

b. guilds hampered commercial enterprises

c. the Church hampered change

1) supported “fair price” rather than competitive price

2) no lending – usury

3. Trade revived with the Crusades and thus the stage was set for change

II. Prince Henry the Navigator and the Portuguese

A. Background

1. Son of Portuguese king and queen born in 1396

2. He had a single-minded devotion throughout his life; considered an inspirational leader; genius

3. Founded a school for navigators in 1419
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B. Accomplishments of Prince Henry

1. Funded voyages along the African coast looking for sea route to Asia

2. Discoveries included Maderia and the Azores but did not get much beyond Cape Verde at time of his death in 1460

3. He never took a voyage himself

4. There would not have been a Portuguese Empire without him

C. First Explorers and the Results

1. Bartholomeu Dias

2. Vasco da Gama

a. reached in India in 1498 after an 11 month voyage

b. considered the greatest voyage in history of navigation

1) out of sight of land for 93 days

2) three times as long as Columbus

3. Pedro Cabral

a. intended to repeat Da Gama’s voyage in 1500

b. hit Brazil

4. Treaty of Tordesillas

a. pope divided world between Portugal and Spain in 1494

b. known as the Line of Demarcation

5. Trading posts established by Portuguese

a. Goa

b. Macao

c. Indonesia and Malacca

III. New Encounters

A. Africa

1. The Portuguese and other Europeans bypassed Africa – why?

2. The exception was the Cape of Good Hope which was first settled by the Dutch

B. India

1. Indian rulers first welcomed Europeans with their promises of aid

2. What compromised India?

3. What type of resistance did the Indians give the Europeans?

C. China

1. The Chinese differed in their experience with the Europeans in that they were never fully subjected to European rule

2. Extraterritoriality- the right of Europeans to be tried in their own courts for offenses committed on Chines soil

IV. The Gowth and Decline of the Portuguese Empire

A. Growth

1. Portuguese power was quickly asserted in the Arabian Sea and they drove out the Arabs with superior ships and guns
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2. Alfonso de Albequerque

a. first of the great soldiers of European expansion

b. he extended Portuguese influence to Malaya, East Indies and China

c. he argued it was necessary to control strategic points

B. Decline

1. Portuguese Empire was a maritime empire

a. they were dedicated solely to profits through trade

b. not interested in colonizing

1) whereever they went they discouraged emigration

2) left natives alone as long as business was not interrupted

2. The Portuguese nation never profitted from empire

a. monarchs spent more than they made

b. Portuguese did not transport goods beyond Portugal but instead allowed goods to distributed by the Dutch

c. no increase in shipbuilding since bought abroad

3. Portugal did not have the human and material resources to maintain a defend such a large empire

Concluding the Lesson:

1. Europeans attempted to exercise control over economics as the age of expansion developed. The policy they pursued was called mercantilism

a. colonies would send raw materials to mother country

b. mother country would produce manufactured goods to sell to the colonies and elsewhere

c. all other countries and peoples were excluded

d. colonies wer not allowed to compete with other country in production of manufactured goods

2. Goals of mercantilism

a. self-sufficiency

b. buy low, sell high

c. favorable balance of trade

1) sell more than buy

2) encourage exports; discourage imports

3. Basic assumptions of mercantilism

a. gold and silver were measures of prosperity and power

b. naval power

