Chapter 12: The Reformation: Protestant Founders – Lesson 1

Opening the Lesson:

1. What was the Reformation?

2.  Who is credited with the beginning of the Reformation? When? How was this accomplished? What were the 95 Theses
3. Note that Luther did not intend to begin a new church. His aim was to reform, but he was stubborn man, uncompromising in his beliefs, and when the papacy took an equally stubborn and uncompromising stand against him, his instinct was to fight. He then became a rebel and heretic more by circumstance than desire.

4. The Reformation was composed of four major distinct but related movements: 

a. Lutheranism    b. Calvinism    c. Anglicanism    d. Anabaptist

5. From the latter four movements have sprung the Protestant denominations that exist today. The Lutheran revolt was the first in point of time.

Developing the Lesson:

I. Events and Circumstances Leading to the Reformation

A. 14th Century Events and Circumstances

1. Babylonian Captivity

2. The Great Schism

3. John Wycliffe and Jan Hus

B. 15th Century Events and Circumstances

1. The Renaissance

2. Reigns of the Renaissance popes

3. Printing press

4. Rise of nation-states and the weakness of the HRE to hold the German states together

C. Savonarola (1452-1498)

1. Dominican monk who developed a large following in florence with his fiery sermons

2. Held no political position but gained control of the city and held annual bonfires

3. Severe critic of Alexander VI

a. offended by Vatican orgies and Alexander’s porno collection

b. charged pope with buying office

c. declared the pope to be an infidel, a heretic; not a Christian and thus no longer pope

d. pope tried to buy him with a red hat

e. Sav. refused and was excommunicated, condemned as a heretic and burned

II. Martin Luther (1483-1546)

A. Luther’s Background

1. Attended school run by the Brethen of the Common Life who introduced him to simple Christianity
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2. Father intended that he study law but he renounced world and became a monk

3. Did not find satisfaction as a monk

a. he was deeply concerned about his own standing with God; how did one know if he had God’s grace?

b. fasted for days, suffered cold, refused to sleep, spent hours in confession, etc.

c. the sacraments, prayer, etc. did not help or satisfy him

d. saw himself as insignificant and convinced that he was damned

e. urged to read St. Paul by a superior

4. What did Luther find in St. Paul’s writings?

a. Paul’s Letter to the Romans (1:17) in which Paul wrote “the just shall live by faith”

b. Luther concluded that this was the means to salvation and developed the doctrine of justification by faith alone

5. Justification by faith

a. what justifies a man in God’s eyes is his faith

b. good works were evidence of man’s faith; not a cause for God’s grace

1) a man does not earn God’s favor by doing good

2) a man does good because he hads faith in God and God favors a man of faith

c. man achieves faith by reading and understanding Scripture

d. good works such as fasts, pilgrimages, indulgences, veneration of the saints are not necessary to receive God’s grace

B. The 95 Theses to the Diet of Worms

1. Earned doctorate of theology in 1512 and became a member of the University of Wittenberg faculty

a. taught his ideas without knowing that they were in direct contradiction of Church teachings

b. students flocked to hear him

2. Enter Johann Tetzel and the sale of indulgences

a. Tetzel was authorized to sell indulgences by Pope Leo X

b. the money collected from the sale was to be used for the building of St. Peter’s

c. the pope could grant these indulgences because the Church possessed a treasury of merit – a reservoir of good works tht could be dispensed at the pope’s discretion

3. Luther’s reaction to the sale

a. said that after confession the sinner is free of burden not by absolution but by faith and God’s grace

b. posted the 95 Theses with the intention that it would be a means to debate

c. Theses also reflected his anger at money being sucked out of Germany
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4. Reaction to Luther’s Theses
a. Luther won support from the beginning

1) Luther was surprised

2) followed up with sermons each taking a more anti-papal stand

b. Church hierarchy demanded that Lutehr be disciplined

c. Pope Leo X was slow to react waiting nearly 3 years before issuing ultimatum to Luther

5. Luther’s reaction

a. urged people to find truth in Bible alone

b. denounced fasts, pilgrimages, saints

c. rejected purgatory

d. accepted only baptism and communion as sacraments

e. said a Christian could gain his own salvation without intercession of priests or ceremonies

f. repudiated transsubstantiation while affirming that God was still present in the bread and wine

g. declared that clergy should marry

h. demanded an end to monasticism

i. called on German princes to confiscate church property and make themselves heads of the Christian Church

j. denied the supremacy of the pope

1) the papacy is the devil’s church

2) the devil rules thruout the papacy

3) the devil is the false god of the pope

6. Pope Leo’s raction

a. the last was too much

b. a papal bull was issued denouncing Luther and excommunicating him

1) all Christians were forbidden to listen to him, to speak to him, or even to look at him

2) religious services were to be suspended if he was present in any community

7. Luther’s response was to publicly burn the bull which was a capital offense

8. Diet of Worms

a. HRE Charles V summoned Luther to appear before the Diet

b. was assured safe conduct

c. convened January 27, 1521

d. “I neither can nor will recant anything, since it is neither right nor safe to act against conscience. Here I stand. I can do no other.”

e. the Diet declared him an outlaw

9. In hiding

a. was taken in by a Saxony prince following the Diet

b. while in hiding (April, 1521-March,1522) he translated the Bible into German
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10. Luther antagonized many including Erasmus who hoped for reform within the Church

C. Reasons for Luther’s Success

1. Prinitng press contributed to raised literacy rates and heightened curiosity

2. Increased trade which made people more aware of the world

3. The laboring poor were ready

a. saw Church as part of wealthy, ruling class

b. dissatisfaction was expressed in revolt

c. sects that emerged were Anabaptists; the modern Baptists, mennonites, Moravians, etc. 

4. The middle classes of the cities

a. many cities were like small independent states

b. wanted to manage own religious affairs like their businesses

c. churches of Calvinist origin came from these

5. The ruling princes

a. each wanted to be master in their own territory

b. were in constant dispute with Church over taxes, legal jurisdiction, and political influence

c. Lutheran and Anglican churches emerged

6. Overall Luther appealed to a growing sense of German nationalism in his attack on the exploitation of Germans by Italians

7. Weakness of those who opposed Luther and slowness of pope to react

D. Charles V and the HRE

1. He was grandson of Ferdinand and Isabella and became Charles I of Spain in 1516

2. Elected HRE in 1519 at age 19

3. He believed his duty was to wipe out Lutheranism

4. German princes saw his efforts as threat to their own liberty and insisted on adding to their other liberties the freedom to decide their own religion

5. Catholic France allied with German princes and sought to maintain religious division of Germany – why?

6. Charles V was in a corner

a. the Turks were at the gates of Vienna in 1529

b. fought four wars with France between 1521 and 1559

c. Charles left Germany and did not return until 1531

d. Charles appealed to pope to call a council but pope delayed fearing that it might get out of control

7. Germany was near anarchy when it ended with Peace of Augsburg

E. Peace of Augsburg

1. What was it? When?

2. What problems existed with it?

page 5

III. Assessment of Luther

A. A Conservative Revolutionary

1. He rejected only those features of the R.C.C. that were in opposition to Scripture

2. He was intolerant of those who were not Christian

3. His actions during peasant revolt of 1524-25

B. The Peasants’ Revolt

1. As Lutheranism swept over Germany it became mixed with political and social upheaval because Luther had spoken of freedom

2. When peasants revolted their aims were not seen as religious and Luther was horrified

3. Luther repudiated the peasants

a. said Christian liberty was an internal freedom; purely spiritual

b. said in worldly matters the good Christian owed obedience to established authority which was one reason why Lutheranism easily became associated with the state

4. Luther looked on the princes as the only reliable guardians of peace and the traditional order he believed in

5. What were the peasants’ demands?

a. reduction of rents

b. free use of meadows and woodlands

c. right to choose their own priests

d. confiscation of Church property

Concluding the Lesson:

1. Summary of Luther’s teachings and innovations:

a. scriptures are the only authority for Christian dogma

b. baptism and the eucharist are the only sacraments since they are the only ones mentioned in the Bible

c. rejected transubstantiation for consubstantiation – Christ enters the body but the bread and wine remain bread and wine

d. abolished the hierarcy of popes and cardinals

e. proclaimed the priesthood of all believers but in practice the interpretation of the Bible was left to the experts and diversity of opinion was often forbidden

f. simplified rituals

g. abolished monasteries and celibacy

2. Lutheranism did not spread easily as an international movement

a. it was too closely associated with established states

b. the most successful international form of the Protestant movement was Calvinism

3. Luther died in 1546 – his reforming days had ended long before – he was pleased with his success and happy with his family life

