Chapter 12: The Reformation: The Catholic-Counter Reformation – Lesson 3

Opening the Lesson:

1. Review the common denominators that united the Protestant churches.

2. The Anglican/Episcopal Church remained closest to the Catholic Church

a. it rejected Latin, confession, celibacy and the pope’s authority, but it reaffirmed transubstantiation giving both bread and wine in communion

b. the Anglican Church assumed form under Elizabeth I with the 39 Articles written in 1563

Developing the Lesson:

I. The Catholic Counter-Reformation

A. What was the Counter Reformation?

1. Reaffirmation of Catholic beliefs

2. Efforts to convince or coerce dissidents to return to the Church

3. Did not begin in earnest until the 1540s

B. Why was the Church Slow to React?

1. The demand for reform had been there for years, and was expressed in a demand for a general Church council

2. A general Church council was impossible without papal leadership 

a. Popes Leo X (1513-21) and Clement VII (1523-34) had minds rooted in the past

b. it is doubtful that these popes understood fully what was happening

3. Pope Clement VII bears a large responsibility for the spread of Protestantism

a. more interested in elegant tapestries and Michelangelo’s painting of The Last Judgment
b. worried about the security of the Papal States while Charles V and Francis I fought for control of the Italian peninsula

C. When Would aCouncil Convene?

1. A general council, the Council of Trent, would not be called until 1545, more than 25 years after the posting of the 95 Theses
2. It would be 20 years before the Council finished its work, but the Catholic Church would emerge stronger than ever.

II. 
The Council of Trent 1545-1564

A. Paul III 1534-1549

1. Elected pope to succeed Clement when promised to summon a council

2. Once elected he immediately made cardinals of his teenage grandsons, but he also exhibited intelligence in understanding the problems that faced the Church

B. The Council Meets

1. Met intermittently from 1545-1563 and addressed two problems:
a. Catholic doctrine

b. reform of abuse
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2. Protestants were invited but refused to attend because they wanted Scripture to be the sole basis for discussion

3. The French did not cooperate

a. they feared any reconciliation with Lutherans

b. as long as religious issues divided the German states the Germans were weak which meant a stronger France

4. There were two schools of though regarding the direction that the Council should take

a. the first advocated compromise and conciliation

b. the second recognized that many corrupt practices existed in the Church but that there should be no compromise in doctrine and this idea triumphed

C. Accomplishments of the Council

1. Regarding Catholic doctrine

a. reaffirmed all seven sacraments

b. reaffirmed the importance of faith and good works

c. maintained that both Scripture and spokesmen for the Church were authorities

1) denied the right of individuals to believe that their own interpretation of Scripture was more true than Church authorities

2) rejected the claim that the Bible alone is the true authority

d. declared the Vulgate to be the only true version of the Bible

e. reaffirmed transubstantiation, celibacy, purgatory, veneration of relics

f. reaffirmed the use of Latin

g. condemned predestination – man can attain grace and be saved by his own merit and with the help of the Church

2. Regarding abuses

a. required bishops to reside in their diocese

b. ended simony

c. ended the sale of indulgences but upheld the principle and allowed payment of money for them

d. clergy who kept concubines were to give them up

e. ended pluralism

3. Other accomplishments

a. published the Index of Forbidden Books
b. endorsed the Inquistion

4. Results and meaning of the Council

a. preserved the papacy as the center of unity for the Catholic Church and helped prevent the threat of dissolution into state churches

b. created greater reverence for the sacraments and worship

c. succeeding popes showed a greater regard for their office as a moral and religious force

d. once launched, the Protestants made few further gains in Europe and much of central Europe had returned to Catholicism by 1650
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e. new religious orders were founded

f. overall, conservatism triumped

D. Importance of New Religious Orders

1. Dedicated themselves to a variety of educational, missionary and charitable activities while Protestant churches established nothing comparable

2. Attacked treatment of Indians and tried to convert them while Protestant churches took the laymen’s view

3. Attacked the brutality of slavery whole Protestant clergy remained indifferent due to dependence on their congregations

II. The Jesuits 1540-1566

A. Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556)

1. Had been wounded in battle and studied the life of Christ during his convalescence and underwent a deep spiritual conversion

2. Decided to become a soldier for Christ and founded the Society of Jesus – Jesuits – in 1540

3. He was not a scholar or theologian, but he was a man of action with tremendous leadership ability

B. The Characteristics of the Jesuits

1. Founded along military lines

a. absolute and unquestioning obedience; if what one sees as black, the Church says is white; it is white

b. commitment to go anywhere to help

2. Differ form other orders in that they are more directed toward active service to the world as priest, teachers, medics, diplomats – whatever capacity suits their talents

3. What distinquished the Jesuits from other orders?

a. highly educated and deeply devoted

b. were not cloistered monks

C. Successes of the Jesuits

1. Helped stamp out the weak Protestant presence in Italy, Spain, Portugal and Ireland

2. Turned the tide in France, Belgium, Poland, Southern Germany and Austria

3. Established more than 500 schools for boys across Europe

D. Controversy of the Jesuits

1. Became obnoxious to many Catholics as they were to Protestants because they seemed to worship the Church as divine

2. Became involved in political intrigue

a. went to England to overthrow Elizabeth I and everywhere Protestantism threatened

b. helped set up machinery such as the Inquistion to keep people in the mold
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III. The Inquistion

A. Its Beginning and Meaning

1. Formally established in 1232 by Gregory IX

2. It meant a court of inquiry

B. How the Inquistion Worked

1. An inquistor would go into an area and preach against heresy

2. A one month grace period was allowed to recant

3. Inquistor collected accusations form two witnesses

4. Accused were examined in secret and if did not confess were assumed guilty

5. Accused were not allowed lawyers because to defend an accused was considered heresy

6. Anyone who refused to confess and recant was tortured

C. The Spanish Inquistion

1. Establshed in Spain in 1480 to find out Jews and Muslims

2. Pope Sixtus IV gave permission to set up and control

3. Heretics were dressed black robes decorated with red demons and flames

4. Heretics were asked if they gave up their heresy and if answered yes they were strangled before burning

D. The Indquistion Ends

1. The pope tried to use the Indquistion to stop Prot. but could not because of its strength

2. The Church now punishes dissenter with excommunication

3. The Church has reconsidered past actions such as Galileo under John Paul II

Concluding the Lesson:

1. Protestantism and  progress - Why has the Reformation been interpreted as progressive and bring prosperity?

a. Protestant areas of Europe have been the most prosperous due to the Protestant work ethic

1) much work and little play made Calvinist societies prosperous

2) hard work was pleasing to God; sign of good, moral life

b. have made significant contributions to science and technology

2. Protestantism and democracy – Why has the Reformation been seen as laying the groundwork for democracy?

3. Were the early Protestatnts progressive and democratic?

a. believed in witches

b. believed, like Catholics, tht the point of life was to prepare for the next

c. they were not tolerant

d. did not believe in the separation of church and state – Lutherans and Anglicans

e. they were not democratic

