Chapter 12: The Reformation: Zwingli, Calvin and Other Founders – Lesson 2

Opening the Lesson:

1. Of all the Reformation leaders, Ulrich Zwingli is probably the least known. Why? His name is not linked with any Protestant denomination or doctrine. Yet, he was far fom obscure in the 16th Century. Thus the question: Who was he, etc?

Deviloping the Lesson:

I. Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531)

A. Who was Zwingli?

1. Exact birthplace unknown but it is known that he studied under a priest who stressed that Scripture was the supreme authority for faith

2. Ordained a priest in 1506 and invited to serve at the Zurich Cathedral

a. controversial because he had messed around with the local barber’s daughter

b. got the post anyway because his chief rival had father six

B. Major Influences in His Life

1. He was guided by the belief that whatever lacked literal support in Scripture was not to be believed or practiced which raised questions about celibacy, transsubtantiation, etc.

2. He was strongly influenced by Erasmus who stressed a return to the simplicity described in the Bible

C. Reforms while at Zurich

1. Turned monasteries into hospitals and converted convents into soup kitchens

2. Abolished the Catholic liturgy by making the sermon and responsive readings the core of the service

3. Simplified the church; decorations, etc.

D. Zwingli and Luther

1. Zwingli

a. communion has no power without the faith of the recipient

b. Christ is not present in the bread and wine; communion is purely symbolic and plays no role in salvation

2. Luther

a. although he denied transsubstantiation, he said Christ could be present in the bread and wine, and communion was important to salvation

b. considered Zwingli a radical and a religious fanatic

3. Their disagreement splintered the Protestant movement

E. Zwingli’s Death

1. He was wounded in battle October, 1531, between Zurichers and Catholics

2. Found by Catholics and killed

3. The pope called him a worse heretic than Luther

4. His body was quartered, burned on a pile of excrement, and the ashes were mixed with those of a pig

5. Luther called his death a “triumph for us”
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II. John Calvin (1509-1564)

A. Background

1. Born in France in 1509 – Cauvin; Calvin is from Calvinus thelatin for Cauvin

2.  26 years younger than Luther

3. He was trained as a priest and lawyer and could read and speak Greek, Latin and Hebrew

4. When 24 he converted to Protestantism after reading Luther

a. France was alive with religious controversy at the time; the ideas of Luther, Erasmus and Zwingli were hotly debated

b. Francis I tolerated the controversy because he saw no threat, but Calvin was finally forced to flee France because of his Protestant efforts

5. Wrote The Institutes of the Christian Religion in 1536

a. it became the most influential writing in Protestantism – why?

1) Luther had aimed his writing at the rulers in Germany and at German national feeling against Rome

2) Calvin’s work was aimed at the world when he stated that all cound find expression in universal beliefs and apply them to their  own local circumstances

b. it broke completely with Catholic Church organization and ritual

c. it contained the core of Calvin’s beliefs and laid out his doctrine of predestination

B. The Core of Calvinism – Predestination

1. The idea can be traced back to the writings of St. Paul

2. It is the belief in the absolute omnipotence of God and the total insignificance of humans; we are but grains of sand in terms of the power and greatness of God; God is sovereign and humans are subject to Him

3. God created man out of his goodness and love, but man betrayed God

4. God then offered man a chance to redeem himself thru Christ making absolute obedience to Christ’s teachings, faith in and the glorification of God as necessary for salvation

5. Because of God’s power, He knows in advance that there are those who will not obey and believe, and those do not have God’s grace

6. Those who have God’s grace are the Elect – the chosen

C. Predestination: a pessimistic or fatalist view of life?

1. A person can feel in his own mind that he is among the saved if he persists in a saintly life; by living a life of humility, austerity, obedience, regular church attendance, participation in communion, doing good – one gives evidence of being in the Elect, but this does not necessarily assure that one is among the Elect, but -

a. because of the work of Christ, we can be confident that we are saved, and –
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b. it is an energizing force urging us to constantly struggle and triumph over evil

2. One can earn no favors with God by his good works

D. Calvin vs. Luther

1. Calvin agreed with most of Luther; justification by faith

2. Calvin regarded communion as a purely symbolic act

3. Calvinists refused to recognize the right of any government to lay down laws for religion which promoted separation of church and state yet Christians should Christianize the state

4. Allowed local churches to be governed by ministers and lay people which broke the power of church hierarchy

5. Like Luther, Calvin retained only baptism and communion as sacraments

6. Calvin made services simplier that Lutherans

E. Calvin Goes to Geneva

1. Went to Geneva shortly after Institutes was published and was asked to remain

2. By force of personality he gained control of the city council and set to out to make Geneva a model city: a City Upon a Hill

F. Geneva: The Model City?

1. Represented the ultimate in repression

2. Became known as the Protestant Rome but was also a police state

a. church attendance was mandatory

b. chanting was replaced with hymns but instrumental music was frowned upon as were bells

c. all images were removed from the churches

d. refusal to take communion was crime

e. naming children after anyone but figures in the O.T. was a crime

f. wearing makeup, jewelry, lace, or immodest dress was a crime

g. dancing, cardplaying, theatregoing, drinking, gambling were forbidden

h. a child who struck his parents was beheaded

i. abortion was not an issue because any single woman discovered pregnant was drowned as was the father if known

j. adultry was a capital offense; had his stepson and daughter-in-law executed

k. after an outbrreak of the plague 14 women were burned for persuading Satan to afflict the community

l. the ultimate crime was heresy

m. 1542-46: 76 banished and 58 executed

G. Michael Servetus

1. Calvin was no more willing than Luther to allow any doctrine more radical than his own

2. Was a Spaniard who gained fame by denying the Trinty

3. Hoped to bring Jews, Muslims and Christians together

4. Sought asylum in Geneva
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5. In Geneva he made the mistake of denying predestination and also rejected child baptism and said no one under 20 could commit a mortal sin

6. Arrested while attending church, tried and sentenced to death by slow fire

a. aware of his blunder he begged for mercy; not his life

b. was denied and was burned alive – 1553

H. Women

1. Stressed husband’s authority over family and wife’s obedience

2. Participated in church organization and welfare; provided a forerunner of women’s rights

I. Calvinism and Democracy

1. Far from democratic in that those who sensed themselves to be God’s chosen felt free to dictate to all, but –

2. They helped the development of democracy

a. all labor had a religious meaning – any form of honest work was pleasing to God – this promoted the idea of equality

b. they developed a type of self-government within each church

c. they were in the minority except in Geneva, Scotland and New England and wer thus oposed to an established church and state authority by suppporting limitations on power

d. they did not venerate the state

J. Spread of Calvinism

1. John Knox

a. took Calvinism to Scotland

b. Catholic mass was abolished and attendance forbidden under penalty if death in 1560

c. established the Presbyterian Church

2. Huguenots

3. Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Dutch Reformed are all Calvinist in origin

III. The Reformation in England

A. The Difference of the English Reformation

1. England was different in that its government broke with Rome before adopting any Protestant principles

2. Did not begin as a religious reformation but as an affair of state and culminated with Henry VIII cutting the ties with Rome and declared himself supreme head of the church in England

a. Henry made no doctrinal changes; the theology, the cermony, and practices remained the same

b. to the end of his life, Henry thought of himself as a Catholic who did nothing more than establish the independent authority of the church in England
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c. in 1520 he had written In Defense of the Seven Sacraments which resulted in the pope granting him the title of Defender of the Faith which the British monarch continues to hold

B. Henry VIII (1491-1547) r. 1509-47

1. Why did the Reformation become a force in England?

a. Henry wanted to divorce (annul) Queen Catherine to whom he had been married for 18 years; one surviving daughter – Mary

b. Catherine had not given birth to a male heir and Henry feared a repetition of the wars that preceded the Tudor Dynasty

2. On what grounds did he seek an annulment in 1527?

a. Catherine was first married to Henry’s older brother, Arthur, who died a few weeks into the marriage

b. Henry was then married to Catherine in order to keep the alliance with Spain and the dowry.

1) Henry was 15 at the time

2) a papal dispensation had to be granted for the marriage

c. Henry had thus married his brother’s widow and now claimed that they were living in incest based on Leviticus 18:16 and 20:21 which forbids such a marriage as did Church law – “If a man shall take his brother’s wife it is an unclean thing; they will be childless”

3. What was Catherine’s reaction to request?

a. she wept uncontrollably when Henry told her because an annulment would make Mary illegitimate

b. Henry told Catherine that God was punishing them for having lived in sin

4. What was Pope Clement VII’s reaction?

a. he would not grant the annulment because Catherine was the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella and also the aunt of the current Charles V, HRE and King of Spain

b. in addition, he couldn’t annul a marriage that had lasted 18 years and had been made possible by a special papal dispensation, and –

c. to grant the annulment would have been an admission that Pope Julius II had erred in granting the disspensation and this would have given support support to Luther’s assertion that pope’s often substituted their own judgment for God’s law

5. How did Henry get the annulment?

a. Henry had tried to work through Cardinal Wolsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, but Wolsey wanted to be pope and didn’t work very hard at it

b. Henry dismissed Wolsey as archbishop and appointed Thomas Cranmer who annulled the marriage in 1533

c. the pope then excommunicated Henry

page 6

6. Henry reacted to the excommunication by having Parliament pass the Act of supremacy in 1534

a. act of Parliament which made the monarch the supreme head of the church in England

b. Henry acted through Parliament because he believed that a monarch was at his strongest when united with the representatives of the country

c. the act required all subjects, if asked, to take an oath acknowledging the act which caused Sir Thomas More to resign as chancellor and eventually lose his head

7. Why was Henry successful?

a. like the Germans, the English were anti-pope and anti-clerical

b. the influence of Wycliffe

c. Henry immediately closed the monasteries, seized their lands, and then sold or made gifts of the lands to the aristocracy thus making them firm supporters of the monarchy and the English church

d. Henry had adhered to constitutional procedures by getting Parliament’s approval for all his acts thus achieving a partnership with Parliament

8. How Protestant was Henry?

a. he did not intend to change doctrine; he only wanted to be supreme head of the church

b. he continually thought of himself as a good Catholic

c. Parliament passed the Statute of Six Articles in 1539 which reaffirmed transubstantiation, celibacy and other Catholic doctrines

9. Did Henry get a male heir?

a. married Anne Boleyn in 1533; she gave birth to Elizabeth and was beheaded in 1536

b. married Jane Seymour in 1536; she gave birth to Edward and died

c. his other wives were Anne of Cleves (divorced), Catherine Howard (beheaded in 1542), Catherine Parr

C. Henry’s Successors

1. Edward VI 1547-1553

a. Anglican liturgy was simplified

b. the Book of Common Prayer was written under Cranmer’s guidance who was strongly sympathetic to Protestant views

2. Mary I 1553-1558

a. devout Catholic and daughter of Catherine of Aragon

b. she made Catholicism more unpopular in England

1) rescinded Henry’s legislation and fully restored Catholicism

2) married Philip of spain

3) for the first and last time, people were burned at the stake including Cranmer

c. her efforts to wipe out Protestantism only strengthen it
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3. Elizabeth I 1558-1603

a. she chose a middle course between Catholic and Protestant

b. did not care what people believed as long as they kept quiet

c. it was her policy to make the dogmas broad and ambigous so that all could be accommodated

d. nonetheless, everyone had to attend the Church of England services and there had to be uniformity in all ceremonies

e. she moved in a moderately Protestant direction; service were in English and clergy were allowed to larry

f. the 39 Articles were written during her reign which became the constitution of the Church of England

g. seldom has a ruler lived in such constant fear of assassination

IV. Anabaptists and Other Radicals 1521-1604

A. Anabaptists

1. Greek for “to baptize again”

a. believed that only adults could make free decision about religious faith

b. Claimed there was no scriptural basis for baptizing infants and children and must be re-baptized

2. Why called radical?

a. believed that Luther, etc. had not gone far enough

b. wanted more dramatic changes

3. Anabaptist beliefs?

a. strong believers in religious toleration

b. never tried to force beliefs on others which was contrary to accepted practice in age of established churches

c. each church selected own ministers and ran own affairs

d. women allowed in ministry

e. refused all public offices and would not serve in military

f. good deeds were a sign of Christian faith

g. antinomianism?

1) each could find God’s law within his own conscience

2) it was not in any written law or tradition

4. Who was attracted to the Anabaptists?

a. poor, unemployed, uneducated – did recognize class distinctions

b. drew members from depressed urban areas

5. Were they persecuted?

a. banished or executed

b. teachings were believed to undermine authority of the state

B. Groups Influenced by the Anabaptists

1. Mennonites, Amish, Quakers, Baptists

2. Writers of the Constitution with their opposition to the “establishment of religion”
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Concluding the Lesson:

1. By 1560 the unity if Christendom had been broken but the R.C. did not accept the situation

2. Protestants differed but had much in common

a. rejected papal authority, celibacy, and special character of priesthood

b. no monks, nuns

c. vernacular replace Latin

d. sacraments reduced to two

e. justification by faith

f. denied transubstantiation

g. no confession, purgatory or saints

h. the one true source of Christianity is the Bible 

