US History I

Chapter 11: The First World War (1914-1920)
Study Questions

Section 1: World War I Begins
1. What were the major long-term causes of World War I? 
2. What role did imperialism play in aggravating tensions between the European colonial powers? 
3. Which European country was strongest prior to the beginning of World War I?  How did it get to be that way?
4. Who was Archduke Franz Ferdinand?  How did the alliance system spiral out of control and eventually lead to the start of World War I?
5. What date is recognized as the start of World War I?
6. What was the Schlieffen Plan?  Did it accomplish its goal?
7. What was trench warfare?  How many different kinds of trenches did each side typically have?  Describe how a war was waged under this system. 
8. What were 3 arguments made by those that opposed the U.S. entering the war? 
9. Which side did most Americans support?  Provide 3 reasons why. 
10. What 2 reasons did the U.S. government give for preparing for war against Germany?
11. How successful were the British naval blockades? 
12. What was a U – boat?  How did the German U-Boat campaign affect U. S. public opinion and actions? 
13. Who were the candidates for President in 1916?  Was it a close election?  Be sure to identify which party each candidate was from.
14. Briefly describe the 3 events that finally prompted President Wilson to ask for a declaration of war in the spring of 1917.
Section 2: American Power Tips the Balance
15. What was the Selective Service Act? 
16. How were African Americans treated in the military? 
17. What role did women play in the military during World War I?

18. What 4 steps did the U. S. government take to build a naval fleet quickly? 
19. What two steps did the Allies take to reduce losses sustained from German U – Boats?
20. How did the tank and the airplane change modern warfare? 
21. How might the events of World War I have been different if the U. S. had not entered in 1917? 
22. What events occurred in Germany that caused Germany to ultimately lose the war? When was the armistice signed?
Section 3: The War at Home
23. Why was it necessary for the U.S. Government to be granted more power over the U.S. economy during World War I.?

24. What were the goals of the War Industries Board (WIB)?  How did the WIB impact U.S. businesses and consumers differently during the war?
25. What happened to people’s wages during the war?  Did this change the standard of living for most people?  Explain. 
26. What 2 methods did the U.S. government use to get $ to fund the war effort?
27. What was the Committee on Public Information?   Identify 2 different methods the organization used to popularize the war.
28. How were people with German ancestry perceived by other Americans during World War I? 
29. Identify the maximum penalties for violating the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1917-1918.  
30. Which 2 groups were the major targets of the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1917-1918? 
31. How did African Americans differ in their views about World War I?  Which side were most African Americans in favor of?
32. What was the Great Migration?  Identify the 3 major causes of the Great Migration.
33. Why did race riots break out in some northern cities during and immediately after World War I? (Historical Spotlight box)
34. What role did women play on the home front during World War I? 
35. How did the great global flu epidemic of 1918 contribute to the ending of the war? 
Section 4: Wilson Fights for Peace
36. Outline the 7 main provisions of Wilson's Fourteen Points. 
37. Identify the men (and country each person represented) who made up the "Big Four" at the Peace Conference.  What were the political agendas that each man pushed forward in 1919? 
38. What were the main provisions of the Treaty of Versailles?  
39. What were the main weaknesses of the Treaty of Versailles?  
40. Why was there so much opposition to the League of Nations in the U. S.? 
41. What might President Wilson have done to encourage the U. S. Senate's approval of the Treaty of Versailles? 
42. List the 4 major domestic consequences of World War I. 
