Malak Tiba

Rights to Life, Liberty, & Property

Vocabulary:

Naturalization – A legal action conferring citizenship upon an alien.

Dual Citizenship – Citizenship in two or more nations.

Rights of Expatriation – Right of individuals to renounce their citizenship.

Property Rights – The rights of an individual to own, sell, use, rent, invest in, buy & sell property.

Contract Clause – Clause in the Constitution that was originally intended to forbid state governments to modify contracts made between individuals. No longer interpreted so broadly.

Police Powers – The powers of states to protect the public health, safety, welfare, & morals of their residents.
Eminent Domain – The power to take private property for public use.

Regulatory Takings – Government regulation of property so extensive that government is deemed to have taken the property by the power of eminent domain, for which it must compensate the property owners.

Due Process – Rules & regulations that restrain those in government who exercise power.

Procedural Due Process – The way in which law is applied.

Substantive Due Process – Places limits on what a government may do.

Search Warrant – A warrant issued by a magistrate that authorizes the police to search a particular place or person, Has to be specified what exactly they are searching.

Exclusionary Rule – Evidence unconstitutionally/illegally obtained is excluded from a criminal trial.

Immunity - Protection granted by prosecutors to witnesses in exchange for givinig up their constitutional right not to testify against themselves.

Grand Jury - A jury of 12-23 people. Listens to evidence presented & decides whether they have a case or not.

Indictment – A formal charge issued by a grand jury against an individual for a specified crime.

Plea Bargain – When the defendant pleads guilty to a lesser offense that carries a shorter prison sentence,
Petit Jury – A jury of 6-12 people that determines guilt or innocence in a civil or criminal action.

Double Jeopardy – You can’t be tried for the same crime twice.

Racial Profiling – Police target racial minorities as potential suspects of criminal activities.

Community Policing – Programs to move police from patrol cars into neighborhoods where they walk the beat & work with churches & other community groups to reduce crime & improve relations with minorities.
Abstracts:

· The basic right of citizenship was not given constitutional protection until 1868 when the 14th amendment was adopted. Before that, each stat determined citizenship.
· Naturalized citizenship may be revoked by court order if the government can prove citizenship was secured by deception, But citizenship cannot be taken from people because of what they have done.

· In the Slaughter-House Cases, the SC carefully distinguished between the privileges of US citizens & state citizens.

· The Immigration Act of 1965 sets an annual ceiling of 675,000 for nonrefugee aliens allowed to come here as permanent resident.
· A major purpose of the framers of the Constitution was to establish a government strong enough to protect peoples’ rights to use & enjoy their property.
· In Griswold v Connecticut the SC pulled together elements of the 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 9th, & 14th amendments to recognize the personal privacy is one of the rights protected by the Constitution. (emphasized below)

· In the Boy Scouts of America v Dale the SC held that a NJ public accommodations law could not be applied to keep the Boy Scouts from excluding gays from being scout leaders.
· The US SC in Romer v Evans struck down an initiative amending the Colorado constitution that prohibited all legislative, executive, or judicial action designed to protect homosexuals at any level of state or local government.

· Miranda v Arizona (1966) announced that no conviction could stand if evidence introduced at the trial had been obtained by the police during “custodial interrogation” unless suspects were notified that they have a right to remain silent & have an attorney present during questioning by police, as well as a lawyer appointed to represent them if they cannot afford to hire their own attorney.
· Some people consider our justice system to have too many loopholes, be too unreliable, & too discriminatory.
Necessities:
· Griswold v Connecticut continued – Aspects of this right are: 1) the right to be free from governmental surveillance & intrusion, especially in marital matters; 2) the right not to have private affairs made public by the government; and 3) the right to be free in thought & belief from governmental regulation.

For Further Information:
· Read chapter 17. Pages 383-400
· Naturalization requirements pg. 384

· The Crime Control & Safe Streets Act of 1968 pg. 391

· The Miranda Warning pg. 395

· Cruel & Unusual Punishment pg. 396
