Bureaucracy

Vocabulary: Bureaucracy- From the french word “Bureau” meaning office, literal meaning is rule by offices. They are public or private hierarchical organizations that accomplish tasks for those in command, with bureaucrats being the workers, in our context, for the government.
Spoils System- Hiring bureaucrats based on party loyalty and patronage.
Merit System- Hiring bureaucrats based on personal performance, meant to provide equal opportunity and ensure the best workers.
Iron Triangle- The relationship between bureaucrats, subcommittee members of congress, and interest groups that affects how policies and issues are handled.
Independent Agency- Organizations created by congress that are independent of executive departments.
Abstracts: Key Facts about the United States Bureaucracy:
· Agencies created and funded by congress. 

· Works for the President and Executive branch, in 14 cabinet departments, and over 50 independent agencies. 

· In United States, workers hired based on merit system. 

· Hatch Act- Limits the participation of bureaucrats in politics, including running for office, holding party positions, raising campaign funds, and using authority for any election. 

· Max Weber- German sociologist and philosopher who defined an effective bureaucracy. 

· Governments corporations that are designed to have flexibility not found in normal agencies. 

· Office of Management and Budget- Prepares the president’s annual budget, spending on policies, determining which programs, agencies, and departments get what funding.
The key relationship to understand in bureaucracy is the Iron Triangle. It is how policies are formed, challenged, and supported in America. The three groups that comprise this are Interest Groups, the Bureaucracy, and committees of Congress. Policies are executed by the bureaucracy, which is funded by congress, and possibly aids Interest groups depending on lobbying, which is support in congress for those organizations to get funded.
Members of the bureaucracy are appointed by the president, but they have to be confirmed by congress. Even though the president controls the bureaucracy, congress still exerts control by managing the budget and forming and abolishing organizations.
Necessities:
· Know the relations within an Iron Triangle. 

· Know the different types of groups within the bureaucracy 

· Know the Hatch Act 

· Know how each branch has control over the bureaucracy
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