Chapter 9: Campaigns and Elections

Vocabulary and Study Questions
Vocabulary

Winner-takes-all


Safe Seat


Interested Money

Single-member District

Coattail Effect


Soft Money

Proportional Representation

Caucus



Issue Advocacy

Electoral College


National Party Convention
Independent-










Expenditures

     Introduction (p. 193-194)

1. How does the 2000 Election demonstrate that voting does matter?  Provide examples.

2. How does federalism affect elections?

Elections:  The Rules of the Game (p. 194-197)

3. What is the fixed time for national elections in the U.S.?

4. What are the terms for House; Senate; President?

5. Which Amendment placed term limits of the President?

6. How has the Supreme Court ruled on the term limits?

7. How does proportional representation reward minor party?

8. Define “faithless elector.”

9. When do the Electoral College members cast their votes?

10. When does Congress decide an election?  How?  When has it happened?  Describe.

Running for Congress (p.192-201)

11. When does competition play a role in Congressional elections?

12. How does the popularity of a President play a role in Congressional elections?

13. What obstacles must a member of the House overcome to get elected?

14. What advantages do incumbents have?

Running for President (p. 201-207)

15. When do candidates start campaigning for the nomination? 

16. What is the main method of choosing delegates?

17. Define “front-loading.”

18. Describe the two main features of primaries.

19. Describe the different types of primaries.

20. What dilemma do presidential hopefuls face? 

21. What strategies do presidential candidates use to get delegates to the national convention?

22. How has the role of the National Convention changed since 1948? 

23. Why has media coverage of the National Convention dropped?

24. How does the National Convention shape each of the following:

-Party 

-Vice President

-Unification of the Party

25. How does a candidate get nominated by petition?

26. How have debates helped or hurt presidents since John Kennedy?

Many In American Elections (p. 207-213)

27. List the 3 major campaign finance scandals.

28. List the 3 strategies reformers have attempted to limit abuse in political contributions.

29. Describe the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971.

30. What is the significance of 1976 Buckley vs. Valeo decisions?

31. How has soft money influenced elections?

32. Describe an issue ad. Why are they controversial?

33. How have soft money and issue ads changed campaigns?

34. Why are independent expeditions permitted?

35. What are the problems with federal election fundraising?

