Edsel Ford High School
 STUDENT COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Title:
U.S. Government
Instructor:   Mr. Kotsogiannis

Classroom: B-13
E-Mail: kotsogp@dearbornschools.org
Website: http://pkotsogiannis.weebly.com/
Course Description – U.S. Government is a required course for graduation. The focus of this course is to prepare students to participate in exercising their political responsibilities as thoughtful and informed citizens.  Civics provides a basis for understanding the rights and responsibilities for being an American citizen and a framework for competent and responsible participation.  Emphasis is placed on the historical development of government and political systems, and the importance of the rule of law; the United States Constitution; Federal, State and local government structure; and rights and responsibilities of citizenship.  Students will actively investigate local, state and national issues, read and participate in discussions, and develop informed arguments using a variety of writing forms. 
Goals and Essential Questions for this Course: 
	Unit
	LEARNING GOALS:  
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

	I. Introduction to American Citizenship
	I. The ideals and beliefs shared by Americans and the meaning of citizenship.
	1. What does it mean to be an American today? 

2. What is the role of a citizen in a democracy?

3. What rights are offered to American citizens and what are they granted in exchange for these rights? 

	II. Foundations of the Three Branches of Government
	II. The historical, cultural, and philosophical foundations of the U.S. government system and their relevance today.
	1. How do the three branches of government work for and against each other? 
2. What historical documents, political figures and philosophical ideas laid the groundwork for our form of government? 


	III. The Constitution and the Rule of Law 
	III. The U.S. Constitution and the components and balances of the federal government.
	1. What are the basic principles of American government?

2. How does the Constitution impact Americans? 

3. How is the power of government distributed and balanced under the Constitution? 

	IV. The American Legal System
	IV. The importance and relevance of the Bill of Rights and the law. 
	1. Why does our constitution still work today, over two hundred years after it was written? 

2. What challenges exist in protecting the rights of citizens and meeting the American ideal?

	V. Campaigns, Elections and Participation
	V. The role and development of political parties and the election process in our two-party system.
	1. How can citizens participate in the political process?

	VI. The U.S. and the World
	VI. The significant role the U.S. plays in the world today. 
	1. How does the U.S. formulate foreign policy? 



Classroom Rules:

· Be on time.  When the bell rings you should be in your seat.

· Be prepared. Always have your binder, pen, pencil, paper, and text.

· Participate. Express your thoughts and opinions and ask questions.

· Be respectful. Listen to others, speak when it is appropriate and treat yourself and those around you with respect.  Your personal honor, pride, and integrity are valuable things.

· Develop a Growth Mindset. Push yourself and stretch the boundaries of your mind.

Attendance: 

· Edsel Ford High School attendance policy will be enforced.
Course Grade: 
· You and your parent/guardian(s) have access to your grades online via MISTAR. Grades will be updated periodically.
· Keep your old assignments until you have received a progress report or report card.  This will eliminate any confusion regarding your grade.  
· All assignments and assessments will be evaluated in regards to the Standards Based Grading system, which is outlined below:  
Standards Based Scoring

	4

(Advanced)
	The student demonstrates a thorough understanding as evidenced by doing something substantial with the content beyond merely echoing it.  It’s the masterful student who can break content into its component pieces, explain it and alternative perspectives regarding it clearly to others, and use it purposefully in new situations.

	3

(Proficient)
	The student regularly meets the content standard. The student, with limited errors and assistance, grasps and applies the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level.

	2

(Developing)
	The student occasionally meets the content standards.  The student grasps the key concepts and skills for the grade level but produces work that contains errors.

	1

(Beginning)
	The student is beginning to meet the content standards or the student is not meeting the content standards. The student is beginning to grasp and apply the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level but produces work that contains many errors.


Your final grade for each marking period is based on whether or not you met the learning targets during that marking period. Consequently, the letter grade for your report card is assigned using the following scale:

	Range
	Resulting Letter Grade

	100-93
	A

	92-90
	A-

	89-88
	B+

	87-83
	B

	82-80
	B-

	79-78
	C+

	77-73
	C

	72-70
	C-

	69-68
	D+

	67-63
	D

	62-60
	D-

	59 or below
	E


Remediation Policy:

· Each student has the opportunity (and is encouraged) to earn the maximum of 4 points on every assessment given. If a student is unsatisfied with the initial grade he or she earned, a remediation plan can be developed by the student to improve that score. 

· A plan outline can be found on my website (http://pkotsogiannis.weebly.com/).

· After the plan has been approved by Mr. Kotsogiannis, the student will complete the action for improvement. 

· Only after the action has been completed by the student, will he or she be eligible for re-evaluation. 

· This process can be repeated until the student demonstrates “Advanced” understanding (earning a score of 4.) 

Organization- Organization is essential to your success in the class, as in life. We will institute the following policies to help you stay organized. 

· Binder or Folder/Composite Notebook- It is important to keep both a composite notebook and wither a binder or folder. You will write a lot. You will read a lot. You will get many handouts and you will complete many assignments. 

· Make-up work- If you are absent or you lose an assignment, YOU are responsible for the work. The classroom website will be updated regularly with important documents and forms. Utilize this and print out material that you may be missing. We will also have an in-class organizer of recent assignments and handouts. If you are absent, please use this to pick up work that you may have missed.   

Technology- Technology is an excellent source that enhances the classroom experience; we will use it frequently in a variety of ways: 

· Cell phones- We will make use of these periodically. Please keep in mind that there will be designated time in which they can be out of your pocket and in use. Pay attention to the cell phone sign on the board. If you violate this policy, your phone will be taken. 

· Class website- This will be updated frequently, and used in class for a variety of activities. Make sure that that you are familiar with it and you check it regularly. 
IMPORTANT POLICIES TO NOTE

	The Core Values of honesty, integrity, respect and courtesy will be an integral part of class   expectations and conduct.  These qualities are to be part of teacher and student behavior in this classroom.




